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CHAPTER PUBLICATION METADATA

Abstract
This chapter examines the manufacture of religious experience in churches that confuse spectacle, emotional 
intensity, bodily reaction, extraordinary claims, and platform visibility with the presence and approval of God. 
Building  upon  the  preceding  analysis  of  occultised  spirituality,  spiritual  tyranny,  prosperity  teaching,  and 
commercialised ministry, it argues that counterfeit revival does not always deny the Holy Spirit. It may invoke 
Him continually while substituting atmosphere for His presence,  stimulation for sanctification,  unverifiable 
testimony  for  truth,  staged  manifestation  for  spiritual  fruit,  sensational  deliverance  for  discipleship,  and 
performance for worship. Through sustained exposition of  Leviticus 10:1-3,  1 Kings 18:20-40,  John 4:19-24,  1 
Corinthians 12:1-11, and 1 Corinthians 14:26-40, the chapter distinguishes true revival, biblical worship, genuine 
spiritual gifts, responsible healing prayer, and Christ-centred deliverance from emotional engineering, crowd 
suggestibility,  healing  theatre,  fabricated  demons,  coercive  ritual,  worship  celebrity,  and  digital  spectacle. 
Historical analysis considers the Great Awakenings, revivalism, Pentecostal and charismatic renewal, the East 
African  Revival,  broadcast  religion,  and  platform-mediated  worship.  Psychological  research  on  emotional 
contagion, expectancy, social learning, placebo and nocebo effects, and mass psychogenic phenomena is used 
cautiously  without  reducing  spiritual  reality  to  psychology.  The  chapter  presents  the  strongest  defence  of  
embodied worship and contemporary spiritual ministry fairly,  protects faithful Pentecostal  and charismatic 
believers from caricature, and proposes a twenty-part framework for testing revival claims. It concludes with 
differentiated calls to deceivers, careless ministers, worship leaders, the sick, victims of abusive deliverance,  
wounded believers, and faithful servants. In the last second before midnight, the Bride must seek neither a 
more convincing theatre nor a stronger specialist, but the crucified, risen, reigning, and returning Christ.
Keywords: revival; false deliverance; entertainment Christianity; emotional manipulation; healing claims; 
contemporary worship; spiritual gifts; rapture readiness
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When the Theatre Learns to Imitate Fire
Fire can warm a house, refine metal, consume an offering, or destroy a sanctuary. Its appearance 
alone does not explain its source, purpose, or moral meaning. A flame kindled by God is not the 
same as a flame carried into His presence against His command. A bright room is not necessarily a 
holy  room.  A  trembling  body  is  not  necessarily  a  surrendered  life.  A  crowded  altar  is  not 
necessarily a repentant church.

Theatre can imitate almost anything visible. It can imitate sunrise with lamps, thunder with 
speakers, rain with machines, battle with choreography, and intimacy with camera angles. It can 
reproduce the outward signs of an event while remaining unable to create the reality the signs 
represent.  Once  churches  acquire  the  instruments  of  modern performance,  they  can produce 
expectancy,  silence,  crescendo,  tears,  applause,  urgency,  and  collective  movement  with 
remarkable skill. The question is not whether every such instrument is wrong. The question is  
whether the church is serving truth through art or manufacturing an experience and then naming 
its own production the work of God.

Chapter 14 ended where this danger begins. Occultised spirituality prospers when the crowd 
asks only whether something extraordinary happened. A secret was revealed. A body fell. A voice 
changed.  A  sickness  seemed  to  leave.  A  prediction  appeared  accurate.  A  room  erupted.  Yet 
Scripture never permits visible power to authenticate itself. A sign may occur and still lead away 
from God. Accurate words may come through a forbidden spirit. Religious intensity may conceal 
idolatry. The previous chapter therefore closed by asking what genuine revival looks like when 
the theatre has learned to imitate fire.

This chapter answers that question without denying the supernatural. God is living and active.  
The Holy Spirit is not an idea, atmosphere, or psychological projection. He regenerates, sanctifies, 
gives gifts, empowers witness, convicts of sin, comforts the church, and glorifies Jesus Christ. God 
heals according to His wisdom. Christ delivers from the dominion of darkness. Prayer matters. 
Demons  are  real.  Miracles  are  possible.  Any  analysis  that  begins  by  declaring  such  realities 
impossible has already enthroned naturalism above revelation.

The opposite error is equally serious. Not every unexplained event comes from God. Not every 
emotion is illumination. Not every improvement is miraculous healing. Not every disturbance is 
demonic  possession.  Not  every  deliverance  session  is  deliverance.  Not  every  gathering  called 
revival is revival. The church must refuse both the unbelief that permits no divine action and the 
credulity that baptises every dramatic claim.

The  governing  claim  of  this  chapter  is  that  manufactured  revival  arises  when  churches 
produce the appearance of divine visitation through spectacle, emotional pressure, suggestibility, 
unverifiable testimony, staged manifestation, celebrity performance, and sensational deliverance. 
True  revival  may be  loud or  quiet,  sudden or  gradual,  local  or  widespread,  accompanied  by 
extraordinary  gifts  or  expressed  through  ordinary  obedience.  Its  decisive  marks  are  truth, 
repentance,  holiness,  restitution,  reconciliation,  prayer,  doctrinal  fidelity,  evangelism,  love, 
perseverance, and the exaltation of Jesus Christ. A church trained to seek stimulation rather than 
sanctification may celebrate what appears to be fire while remaining unprepared to meet the 
Bridegroom.
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This develops the author's earlier distinction between worship and religious entertainment. 
The central question is not whether believers sing, clap, kneel, weep, dance, tremble, or rejoice, 
but whether bodily excitement and public performance have been confused with worship in Spirit 
and truth (Sangwa, 2026b). It also extends his warning that deliverance without discipleship and 
spectacle without holiness cannot prepare the church for the midnight sorting (Sangwa, 2026c). 
The present  task  is  to  bring history,  psychology,  worship,  healing,  deliverance,  evidence,  and 
pastoral practice under one biblical judgment.

Naming the Realities Before Judging Them
Discernment becomes careless when different realities are collapsed into one accusation. A joyful 
service is not necessarily entertainment. A quiet service is not necessarily reverent. A large church 
is not necessarily commercial. A small church is not necessarily pure. A physical response is not 
necessarily demonic, psychological, or divine. Precision is therefore a duty of love.

Revival is God's gracious work of awakening His people from spiritual lethargy, exposing sin,  
restoring the fear and love of God, renewing obedience, deepening prayer, strengthening witness, 
and  recovering  the  church's  delight  in  Christ  and  His  Word.  Revival  ordinarily  concerns  the 
church.  Awakening often refers to a wider movement in which many outside the church are 
convicted and converted, though historical writers use the terms differently. Renewal is broader 
and may describe restoration in  doctrine,  worship,  relationships,  mission,  or  spiritual  vitality 
without implying a large public movement.

Worship is the creature's whole-person response to God's self-revelation, offered to the Father,  
through the Son, by the Holy Spirit, in truth, reverence, love, gratitude, obedience, and joy. Music 
serves worship but does not define it. Scripture reading, preaching, prayer, confession, the Lord's 
Supper, giving, service, silence, lament, testimony, obedience, and the presentation of the body to 
God all belong within Christian worship (Romans 12:1-2). Reverence is not emotional coldness. It 
is morally awakened recognition of God's holiness, majesty, mercy, authority, and nearness. Joy is 
not  constant  excitement.  It  is  Spirit-given  delight  in  God  that  can  coexist  with  tears,  lament, 
persecution, weakness, and waiting.

A spiritual manifestation is a perceptible event interpreted as displaying spiritual agency or 
divine  activity.  A  spiritual  gift is  a  gracious  capacity  distributed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the 
common good. A miracle is an extraordinary act of God in which His power is displayed beyond 
or  through  the  ordinary  patterns  of  providence.  Healing is  genuine  restoration  of  bodily, 
psychological, relational, or spiritual wellbeing. Christian speech should distinguish physical cure, 
symptom relief, emotional comfort, deliverance from fear, and ultimate resurrection. Deliverance 
is liberation from the dominion or influence of evil through the authority of Christ.  Exorcism 
refers more narrowly to the expulsion of a demon from a person. Scripture does not support the 
enlargement of exorcism into an all-purpose technology for every difficulty.

A  testimony is  a  person's  account of  what he or she believes God has done.  Testimony is 
important  evidence,  but  it  remains  human  testimony.  It  may  be  truthful,  mistaken,  partial, 
embellished, pressured, reconstructed, or deliberately false. The moral and evidentiary status of a 
testimony cannot be decided by the speaker's tears or the audience's applause.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A1-2&version=CSB
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Entertainment is an activity designed chiefly to hold attention, provide pleasure, stimulate 
emotion, or offer diversion. Entertainment is not inherently sinful. Performance is the embodied 
presentation of an action before others.  Every public reading,  sermon, song,  or testimony has 
performative features.  Spectacle arises when visibility, intensity, novelty, display, and audience 
reaction become governing values. A service becomes entertainment Christianity not because it 
uses  instruments,  lights,  cameras,  or  skilled  communication,  but  because  the  congregation  is 
treated  principally  as  an  audience  whose  attention  must  be  captured  and  whose  experience 
becomes the measure of success.

Atmosphere engineering is  the  deliberate  arrangement  of  sound,  light,  timing,  repetition, 
space, language, expectation, and group response to produce a desired emotional or bodily state. 
Such arrangement can assist attention and participation. Manipulation begins when the method 
conceals its purpose, restricts reflection, pressures conformity, or produces a reaction that leaders 
then present as spontaneous divine action.  Emotional manipulation uses fear, shame, urgency, 
reward, repetition, authority, music, or social pressure to bypass responsible judgment and secure 
a predetermined response.

Suggestibility is  a  person's  openness  to  having  perception,  memory,  bodily  sensation,  or 
behaviour shaped by cues and expectations. Crowd psychology examines how individuals think, 
feel,  and act in groups.  Social contagion describes the spread of emotions,  interpretations,  or 
behaviours through observation and interaction. Mass psychogenic phenomena involve clusters 
of real symptoms that spread within groups without an identified organic cause. None of these 
concepts proves that a religious event is false. They identify ordinary human processes that must  
be considered before every collective reaction is declared supernatural.

Fraud involves intentional deception for gain or influence.  Misinterpretation is a mistaken 
account of a real event. Sincere error occurs when a person honestly believes a false conclusion. 
Spiritual deception refers to falsehood operating through religious or spiritual means, whether 
combined  with  fraud,  self-deception,  social  dynamics,  or  demonic  influence.  Manufactured 
revival is the planned production of revival-like signs without the enduring spiritual substance of 
revival. Its organisers may range from deliberate deceivers to sincere leaders who have confused 
technique with the Spirit's work.

These  distinctions  protect  both  truth  and  people.  They  prevent  critics  from  calling  every 
emotion manipulation and prevent ministers from calling every reaction anointing.

Revival Begins Where God Is Taken Seriously
The Bible does not offer one technical definition of revival. It gives recurring patterns of covenant 
renewal, prophetic awakening, repentance, restored worship, renewed obedience, and missionary 
witness. These patterns are more demanding than the modern event label.

Rend the Heart, Not the Programme
Joel 2:12-17 calls a covenant people under judgment to return to the Lord with fasting, weeping, 
and mourning. Yet the prophet immediately corrects performative religion: "Tear your hearts, not 
just your clothes." The outward sign matters only as the truthful expression of inward return. The 
priests weep between porch and altar, but their grief is directed toward God's mercy, the honour 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A12-17&version=CSB
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of  His  name,  and the restoration of  His  people.  The passage contains  no technique by which 
leaders compel God to appear. It contains a summons to humble repentance before the gracious 
and compassionate Lord.

Psalm 51 adds confession without self-protection. David does not blame pressure, childhood, 
enemies,  office,  or  emotional  need.  He  names  transgression,  asks  for  cleansing,  and  seeks  a 
renewed spirit. The acceptable sacrifice is a broken spirit and contrite heart, not public drama 
without moral surrender. True revival does not merely make people feel powerful. It makes sin 
unbearable because God has become weighty again.

Isaiah 58:1-12 prevents repentance from becoming inward theatre. Israel fasts and seeks God 
while exploiting workers, quarrelling, and neglecting the oppressed. God refuses a worship event 
that leaves injustice intact. The fast He chooses loosens wicked bonds, shares bread, shelters the 
homeless, clothes the naked, and stops malicious speech. Revival that fills an auditorium but does 
not enter payrolls, marriages, reconciliations, business dealings, sexual conduct, and care for the 
vulnerable remains morally unverified.

2 Chronicles 7:12-16 is often placed on revival posters. Its covenant setting must be respected. 
God addresses Solomon concerning Israel, the temple, covenant judgment, and restoration. The 
passage is not a blank guarantee that a modern nation can obtain political prosperity through one 
public prayer meeting.  Its  abiding theological  pattern is nevertheless clear:  God's people must 
humble  themselves,  pray,  seek  His  face,  and turn  from wicked  ways.  The  turning  cannot  be 
removed from the promise.

Pentecost Was Not a Religious Concert
Acts 2:1-47 contains unmistakable supernatural manifestation: a sound like violent rushing wind, 
tongues like flames, languages given by the Spirit, and astonished witnesses. Biblical Christianity 
must not explain Pentecost away as collective psychology. The event fulfils divine promise and 
inaugurates the church's Spirit-empowered witness.

Yet  Pentecost  does  not  end  with  manifestation.  Peter  expounds  Scripture,  proclaims  the 
crucified and risen Christ, exposes guilt, commands repentance, promises forgiveness and the gift 
of the Spirit, baptises believers, and gathers them into apostolic teaching, fellowship, the breaking 
of  bread,  prayer,  generosity,  reverence,  and public  witness.  The wind leads to the Word.  The 
tongues  lead  to  Christ.  Conviction  leads  to  repentance.  Conversion  leads  to  a  disciplined 
community.

This sequence is decisive. A gathering that reproduces the excitement of Acts 2 while omitting 
Peter's  gospel,  repentance,  baptism,  doctrine,  shared  life,  generosity,  and  perseverance  has 
imitated the sound while losing the substance. Pentecost cannot be reduced to calm respectability,  
but neither can it be reduced to noise.

Acts  4:23-37 reinforces  the  pattern.  The  place  is  shaken,  but  the  greater  evidence  is  bold 
witness, unity, generosity, truth, and grace. The physical sign is not isolated from the moral fruit. 
Revival is not the shaking of a building without the shaking of selfishness.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204%3A23-37&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A1-47&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chronicles%207%3A12-16&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2058%3A1-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051%3A1-19&version=CSB
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The Churches of Revelation and the False Reputation of Life
Christ's messages to the churches expose the danger of confusing reputation with reality. Ephesus 
possessed discernment and endurance but had abandoned its first love (Revelation 2:1-7). Sardis 
had a reputation for being alive but was dead and needed to wake up (Revelation 3:1-6). Laodicea 
interpreted material  abundance  as  spiritual  sufficiency while  Christ  called it  poor,  blind,  and 
naked (Revelation 3:14-22).

A modern church may have a reputation for revival because meetings are long, crowds large, 
music  intense,  prophecies  frequent,  and  testimonies  dramatic.  Christ  is  not  deceived  by 
reputation. He examines love, doctrine, works, repentance, endurance, holiness, and faithfulness. 
The church's own publicity cannot issue the final verdict upon its spiritual condition.

Strange Fire and the God Who Answers
The  governing  passages  of  this  chapter  do  not  teach  emotional  suppression.  They  teach  that 
worship and spiritual power remain under divine authority.

Nadab and Abihu: Sincerity Does Not Consecrate an Unauthorized Offering
Leviticus 10:1-3 records Nadab and Abihu presenting "unauthorized fire" before the Lord, which 
He had not  commanded.  Fire comes from the Lord and consumes them. The text  follows the 
consecration of the priesthood and the appearance of divine glory in Leviticus 9. The contrast is 
therefore severe. God had already provided the fire and prescribed the priestly approach. The 
sons of Aaron introduce what the text describes as foreign or unauthorized.

The exact ritual violation is debated, and responsible interpretation should not invent details. 
The theological principle is clear: sacred office, proximity to worship, and dramatic action do not 
authorise  ministers  to  approach God by self-designed means.  God's  holiness  governs worship. 
Wenham (1979) rightly reads the narrative within Leviticus's wider concern for the distinction 
between holy and common, clean and unclean, commanded and profane.

This passage should not be weaponised against every unfamiliar instrument or cultural form. 
Scripture does not give one eternal musical style, architecture, dress code, or service length. The 
issue is deeper. Has the church received God's revelation, or has it assumed that intensity can 
compensate for disobedience? Strange fire is not merely unusual style. It is worship whose source 
or method refuses divine jurisdiction.

Carmel: Frenzy Is Not Fire
1 Kings 18:20-40 stages a public confrontation between the Lord and Baal. The prophets of Baal cry 
out, dance, cut themselves, and continue from morning until the offering of the evening sacrifice. 
The narrative emphasises noise, duration, bodily intensity, and absence: "there was no sound; no 
one answered, no one paid attention."

Elijah repairs the Lord's altar, orders abundant water poured over the sacrifice, and prays a 
brief covenantal prayer. He asks that Israel know the Lord is God and that He is turning their 
hearts back. The fire that follows is not the result of emotional escalation. It is God's sovereign 
answer for the restoration of covenant allegiance. The people fall and confess, "The Lord, he is 
God!"

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2018%3A20-40&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%209&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2010%3A1-3&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203%3A14-22&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%203%3A1-6&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%202%3A1-7&version=CSB
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The passage does not teach that brief prayer is always spiritual and extended prayer always 
false. Jesus prayed through the night. The early church persevered in prayer. Nor does it condemn 
bodily expression, for Scripture contains bowing, lifting hands, dancing, weeping, and shouting. 
Carmel  exposes  a  different  error:  the  attempt  to  produce  divine  response  through  intensity, 
repetition, self-injury, and technique. The prophets behave as though the body can force heaven. 
Elijah depends upon the God who speaks and acts.

A modern gathering can repeat  Carmel's  error  while  using Christian names.  Volume rises, 
phrases  repeat,  bodies  are  urged  to  prove  hunger,  and  the  delay  of  visible  manifestation  is  
attributed to  insufficient  surrender  in  the audience.  The leaders  may not  intend idolatry.  Yet 
whenever technique is treated as the mechanism by which God must appear, prayer has begun to 
resemble spiritual control.

The Father Seeks Worshippers, Not Spectators
In John 4:19-24, the Samaritan woman asks about the proper mountain of worship. Jesus does not 
declare place irrelevant because worship is merely inward. He announces a redemptive-historical 
change centred in Himself. Salvation is from the Jews, the hour is coming, and true worshippers 
will worship the Father in Spirit and truth.

"Spirit"  does  not  mean emotional  intensity,  private  authenticity,  or  freedom from revealed 
form. "Truth" does not mean bare propositions without life. Christian worship is enabled by the 
Holy Spirit, conformed to the revelation of God, and centred upon the Father through the Son. 
Carson  (1991)  notes  that  Jesus  relocates  worship  from  competing  sacred  sites  to  the  reality 
inaugurated through the Messiah. The Father is the seeker. Worship is response to His revelation, 
not a product designed from consumer preference.

This  corrects  entertainment  Christianity  at  its  root.  The  entertainer  asks  what  will  retain 
attention. The marketer asks what the audience desires. The performer asks how the presentation 
is received. The worshipper asks who God is, what He has revealed, what He commands, and what 
response  honours  Him.  Skilled  art  may  assist  that  response.  It  becomes  idolatrous  when the 
experience of the audience replaces the pleasure of God as the governing concern.

The  author's  2026  reflection  makes  the  distinction  sharply:  the  question  is  not  whether 
believers may sing, rejoice, clap, kneel, weep, or express holy joy, but whether the church has 
trained people to ask, "Did I enjoy it?" rather than, "Was God pleased?" (Sangwa, 2026b). Chapter 5 
already showed how consumer culture forms the sovereign self to treat institutions as providers 
of experience. Chapter 12 showed how the church can internalise that market logic. The present 
chapter  examines  the liturgical  result:  worship becomes a  religious  product  consumed in the 
name of participation.

Gifts Without Theatre, Order Without Unbelief

The Spirit Distributes; the Performer Does Not Own
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 addresses believers familiar with spiritual phenomena and vulnerable to 
confusion. Paul begins with confession: no one speaking by the Spirit calls Jesus accursed, and no 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012%3A1-11&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204%3A19-24&version=CSB
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one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. Spirituality is tested christologically before it  
is admired phenomenologically.

The passage then repeats the triune source of gifts: varieties of gifts, services, and activities 
come from the same Spirit, Lord, and God. The manifestation is given "for the common good." Gifts  
are therefore neither property nor proof of spiritual rank. The Spirit distributes to each person as  
He wills. A minister cannot manufacture a gift, sell an anointing, guarantee a manifestation, or 
present himself as the owner of spiritual access.

Fee (2014) stresses the corporate orientation of the passage. Gifts build the body. This removes 
them from celebrity logic. A genuine gift may make a person visible because service sometimes 
requires public action. Visibility is not the same as celebrity. Celebrity emerges when the person 
becomes the object of fascination, the indispensable mediator of experience, and the chief asset of 
the gathering.

Edification, Intelligibility, Testing, and Self-Control
1  Corinthians  14:26-40 is  not  a  charter  for  lifeless  services.  Paul  assumes  hymns,  teaching, 
revelation,  tongues,  and interpretation.  His repeated standard is  edification.  Speech should be 
intelligible. Tongues require interpretation in the assembly. Prophets speak in limited number, 
others evaluate,  and speakers yield to one another.  "The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
prophets." God is not a God of disorder but of peace.

This text destroys the excuse that spiritual inspiration removes human responsibility. "I could 
not control myself" cannot become a permanent defence for conduct that Scripture commands 
believers to govern. The Spirit's power does not erase moral agency. Self-control is part of His fruit 
(Galatians 5:22-23). Genuine prophecy does not fear evaluation. Genuine worship does not require 
confusion. Genuine leadership does not hide manipulation behind spontaneity.

Continuationists and cessationists disagree over the operation of revelatory and sign gifts after 
the apostolic age. Continuationists argue that the New Testament does not explicitly terminate the 
gifts before Christ's return and that credible reports should not be excluded in advance (Grudem, 
2000;  Keener,  2011).  Cessationists  emphasise  the  foundational  role  of  apostles  and  signs  in 
redemptive  history  and the  completion of  the  apostolic  foundation  (Gaffin,  1979).  The  debate 
deserves careful treatment, but the shared obligations are decisive here. Neither position permits 
fabricated  testimony,  financial  exploitation,  false  prophecy,  physical  abuse,  doctrinal 
contradiction,  or  immunity  from  testing.  Continuationism  does  not  require  gullibility. 
Cessationism does not authorise contempt for prayer, providence, or the Spirit's living work.

From Revival to Revivalism
Historical  memory  can  become  romantic.  Later  generations  often  preserve  the  inspiring 
testimonies  and forget  the  disputed practices,  social  pressures,  false  conversions,  institutional 
conflicts,  and  pastoral  corrections.  A  responsible  history  neither  dismisses  revival  as  mass 
emotion nor treats every movement called revival as pure.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22-23&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2014%3A26-40&version=CSB
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Awakenings and the Problem of Affections
The  eighteenth-century  awakenings  involved  forceful  preaching,  widespread  conviction, 
conversions,  tears,  trembling,  public  response,  and  intense  controversy.  Jonathan  Edwards 
defended the reality of God's work while refusing to make physical effects or heightened emotion 
decisive. In Religious Affections, he argued that true religion necessarily engages the affections, but 
religious intensity by itself cannot establish saving grace. The durable evidence is a transformed 
life ordered toward God, humility, love, and Christian practice (Edwards, 1746/1959).

Edwards remains useful because he refuses two easy answers. One critic sees bodily reaction 
and  dismisses  the  movement.  One  enthusiast  sees  the  same  reaction  and  declares  it  divine. 
Edwards  asks  what  truth  governs  the  affection,  what  object  awakens  it,  what  humility 
accompanies it, and what fruit endures. Emotion is neither the enemy nor the judge.

Charles  Finney represented a  more  activist  account  of  revival.  His  Lectures  on Revivals  of 
Religion described revivals in relation to the use of appropriate means and defended measures 
intended to awaken hearers and secure decision (Finney, 1835).  Finney's evangelistic urgency, 
prayer,  opposition  to  complacency,  and  moral  seriousness  influenced  generations.  Yet  the 
development  of  revival  techniques  also  raised  a  permanent  question:  when  do  means  serve 
proclamation, and when do they create the result that leaders later attribute wholly to divine 
visitation?

The question does not require a simplistic opposition between divine sovereignty and human 
action. Preachers prepare sermons. Churches organise meetings. Musicians rehearse. Evangelists 
invite response. Paul reasoned and persuaded. The issue is whether means communicate truth 
and  call  for  responsible  faith,  or  whether  they  bypass  judgment,  intensify  pressure,  and 
manufacture visible decisions that exceed the evidence of conversion.

Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal
The  twentieth-century  Pentecostal  and  charismatic  movements  restored  neglected  biblical 
emphases for many Christians: fervent prayer, expectation of divine action, missionary urgency, 
lay participation, spiritual gifts, healing prayer, and the priesthood of ordinary believers. Global 
Pentecostalism cannot be reduced to television personalities or prosperity scandals. It includes 
poor congregations, costly missionaries, persecuted believers, disciplined prayer movements, and 
churches whose generosity and evangelistic zeal rebuke comfortable Christianity (Anderson, 2014; 
Kalu, 2008).

The same movements have also faced internal dangers:  personality-centred authority,  anti-
intellectualism,  healing  entitlement,  untested  prophecy,  exaggerated  testimony,  demonological 
excess, financial exploitation, and confusion between anointing and charisma. These weaknesses 
do not invalidate the whole tradition. They make biblical correction more urgent because genuine 
gifts deserve protection from counterfeits.

The East African Revival: Light, Confession, and Historical Complexity
The East African Revival began in northern Rwanda in the mid-1930s and spread across eastern 
and central Africa. Its remembered emphases include conversion, walking in the light, confession, 
reconciliation, holiness, testimony, fellowship, and evangelism. It challenged nominal Christianity, 
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racial pride, secret sin, and institutional complacency. Its influence upon Protestant Christianity in 
the region was profound (Peterson, 2012; Ward & Wild-Wood, 2012).

Yet  historical  scholarship  also  warns  against  a  polished memory.  Testimony could become 
socially  pressured.  Public  confession  sometimes  crossed  boundaries,  exposed  private  matters, 
damaged  reputations,  or  intensified  conflict.  Emotionally  dramatic  episodes  occurred  and 
required  pastoral  response.  Peterson's  research shows that  the  movement  contained multiple 
streams and contested practices rather than one uniformly decorous pattern (Peterson, 2012).

This  complexity  serves  the  present  argument.  Genuine  revival  can  contain  immature 
behaviour, mixed motives, poor methods, and later correction. The presence of excess does not 
prove the absence of grace. The presence of grace does not consecrate every excess. Churches 
honour revival history best by receiving its biblical fruit and learning from its failures.

Broadcast Religion and the Platform Turn
Radio  and  television  allowed  preaching,  worship,  healing  campaigns,  and  testimony  to  reach 
people  who  could  not  attend.  They  supported  mission,  comforted  isolated  believers,  and 
distributed biblical  teaching.  They  also  changed religious  presentation.  Time slots,  production 
schedules, close-ups, fundraising cycles, edited testimonies, and audience ratings encouraged a 
ministry designed for mediated attention.

Digital  platforms intensify  this  transformation.  A  service  is  no longer  experienced only  by 
those  in  the  room.  It  is  clipped,  titled,  recommended,  measured,  monetised,  and  compared. 
Platform systems reward watch time, novelty, emotional intensity, controversy, and recognisable 
personalities.  Nieborg  and  Poell  (2018)  describe  how  cultural  production  becomes  contingent 
upon platform infrastructures  and  markets.  Campbell  (2020)  shows  how digital  creatives  can 
acquire religious authority through communication skill outside established patterns of training 
and accountability.

This does not make livestreaming sinful.  A small  congregation can teach a diaspora, a sick 
believer  can  join  prayer,  and  a  faithful  sermon  can  cross  borders.  The  danger  is  formative.  
Ministers begin to see every moment through the camera. The testimony must be concise. The fall  
must  be  visible.  The  healing  must  be  immediate.  The  worship  bridge  must  yield  a  clip.  The 
platform does not write a creed, but it rewards one kind of spirituality and hides another.

Contemporary Christian and gospel music also circulates in the same commercial environment 
as popular music. Its expanded mainstream reach in 2025 showed genuine public hunger for hope 
and  spiritual  meaning,  but  it  also  demonstrated  that  Christian  music  now  competes  within 
streaming metrics, branding, crossover markets, and celebrity economies (Associated Press, 2025). 
Popularity  is  neither  proof  of  compromise  nor  proof  of  revival.  It  is  a  condition  requiring 
discernment.

How a Room Learns What It Is Supposed to Feel
Human  beings  are  embodied,  social,  imitative,  and  responsive.  God  created  these  capacities. 
Shared song can strengthen courage. Corporate lament can give language to grief. A congregation's 
joy can help a wounded believer hope. Collective worship can deepen belonging and reinforce 
truthful  confession.  The  problem  is  not  that  people  influence  one  another.  The  problem  is 
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pretending that the influence does not exist and interpreting every resulting response as direct 
revelation.

Emotional Contagion and Synchrony
Emotional  contagion  involves  mimicry  and  synchronisation  of  expression,  vocalisation, 
movement, and feeling. A major scoping review found a wide and diverse research literature on 
these  processes  in  human  groups  (Michalec  et  al.,  2025).  Collective  gatherings  can  produce 
emotional synchrony, social cohesion, shared beliefs, and self-transcendent feelings. These effects 
may be beneficial. They can also make a crowd less aware of how much its experience is being 
shaped by others.

In a worship setting, one person's tears make tears more permissible. One person's fall changes 
what others expect. A leader's vocabulary teaches participants how to label sensations. "The room 
is shifting." "Someone is feeling heat." "The power is increasing." "Do not resist." Such statements 
may be sincere. They are also suggestions. Once a respected leader supplies an interpretation, 
ambiguous bodily sensations can be organised around it.

Expectancy, Social Learning, and Bodily Sensation
Placebo and nocebo research demonstrates that expectations and learning can alter subjective 
symptoms and some measurable bodily processes. Verbal information, conditioning, observation 
of others, and social learning can shape pain, emotion, and symptom perception (Tu et al., 2022). 
This does not mean that every reported improvement is imaginary. Placebo effects are real mind-
body responses. It means that subjective relief does not by itself establish the disappearance of  
disease or prove supernatural causation.

A person with fluctuating pain may experience genuine relief during an emotionally powerful 
service. A frightened person may breathe more freely after receiving confident reassurance. A 
participant who expects to fall may become unsteady when touched. Hyperventilation, prolonged 
standing, heat, fasting, sleep deprivation, repetitive movement, and sensory overload can produce 
dizziness,  numbness,  trembling,  weakness,  or  altered  awareness.  These  responses  may  be 
sincerely interpreted as spiritual because the gathering has supplied that category.

Theologically,  God may work through ordinary human processes.  Emotional comfort is  not 
contemptible  because  it  has  a  psychological  dimension.  The  error  is  evidentiary  inflation. 
Temporary  pain  relief  is  announced  as  cure.  Dizziness  is  announced  as  glory.  Imitation  is 
announced as impartation. A real experience is given an explanation the evidence cannot bear.

Mass Psychogenic Phenomena
Mass  psychogenic  illness  describes  real  symptoms  spreading  through  a  group  without  an 
identified organic cause. A 2026 systematic review of school outbreaks identified factors such as 
rumours, social pressure, stress, perceived threat, proximity, media coverage, social media, and 
psychological vulnerability (Halimi et al., 2026). Such research concerns specific clinical and social 
events, not revival meetings, and should not be transferred carelessly. Its relevance is limited but 
important: collective symptoms can arise and spread through ordinary psychosocial mechanisms.

Therefore, when many people shake, faint, scream, or report similar sensations, the church 
should neither mock them nor immediately certify a single spiritual explanation. It should protect 
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safety, reduce pressure, seek medical help where needed, observe carefully, and resist the demand 
for instant interpretation. Humility may be the most spiritual response available.

Demand Characteristics and Rewarded Testimony
Participants often infer what an authority expects and adjust behaviour accordingly. In a religious 
gathering, the expected response may be visible: come forward, raise a hand, shout, fall, testify, 
repeat a phrase, or claim a change. Those who respond receive attention, affirmation, prayer, or 
platform access. Those who remain uncertain may fear appearing resistant, cold, demonised, or 
faithless.

This does not mean every public response is insincere. It means leaders must avoid creating a 
system in which spiritual belonging depends upon displaying the approved experience. The Spirit 
gives diverse gifts and works through diverse personalities.  A quiet believer is not necessarily 
resisting God. An expressive believer is not necessarily seeking attention. Pastoral wisdom makes 
room for both while testing all things.

Atmosphere Engineering: Service or Substitution?
Every  gathering  has  an  atmosphere.  Architecture,  acoustics,  language,  hospitality,  music, 
temperature,  timing,  and leadership affect  attention.  Responsible planning is  not  hypocrisy.  A 
microphone helps people hear. Lighting can help them read. Rehearsal can prevent distracting 
disorder. Skilled musicians can serve congregational singing. Excellence may be an expression of 
stewardship.

Atmosphere becomes a substitute for the Spirit  when leaders use environmental control to 
produce  a  predetermined reaction and then deny or  conceal  the  human mechanism.  Several 
practices require examination.

A prolonged musical crescendo can focus attention or intensify emotion. A strategic key change 
can carry a congregation's voice or create a surge. Repetition can deepen meditation or narrow 
consciousness. Silence can create space for prayer or create social pressure. Dimmed lighting can 
reduce distraction or increase the authority of the stage. Cameras can extend witness or teach 
participants  to  perform.  An  urgent  countdown  can  communicate  a  genuine  deadline  or 
manufacture  fear.  None  of  these  elements  possesses  a  fixed  moral  meaning.  Their  morality 
depends upon purpose, truthfulness, freedom, proportionality, and fruit.

Manipulation becomes more likely when:

1. Participants are told in advance exactly what they will feel.
2. Reluctance is interpreted as rebellion or demonic resistance.
3. Music continues until the desired physical response appears.
4. Leaders repeatedly command an event that has not occurred.
5. Visible responders are selectively placed near cameras or the front.
6. Failures are hidden while successes are amplified.
7. The event's intensity is presented as proof that God endorsed the message or leader.
8. People are discouraged from asking what happened after the atmosphere has subsided.
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The core ethical question is whether the means serve understanding and responsible response 
to truth, or whether they bypass judgment and turn the human nervous system into evidence for 
divine approval.

Paul  rejects  manipulative  ministry  in  2  Corinthians  4:1-7.  He  refuses  shameful  and 
underhanded practices  and the  falsification  of  God's  Word.  He  commends  the  truth  to  every 
conscience and proclaims Jesus Christ as Lord, with himself as servant. The treasure is carried in 
jars  of  clay  so  that  the  extraordinary  power  may  be  from  God  and  not  from  the  ministers.  
Manufactured revival reverses this pattern. It magnifies the vessel until the audience mistakes 
polished clay for divine treasure.

When Testimony Becomes Advertising
A testimony can glorify God, encourage faith, and preserve communal memory. Scripture contains 
testimony.  The  apostolic  proclamation  of  the  resurrection  appealed  to  witnesses.  Luke 
investigated.  Paul named people who had seen the risen Christ.  Biblical faith is  not hostile to 
evidence.

The modern ministry industry can nevertheless convert testimony into advertising. A story is 
selected  because  it  demonstrates  the  brand's  promise.  Complexity  is  removed.  The  person's 
previous treatment, changing diagnosis, natural fluctuation, family support, or uncertain timeline 
disappears. The testimony is collected at the emotional peak, placed before a crowd, edited for 
digital circulation, and attached to a donation appeal.

Chapter  11  established the danger of  selection bias.  The person who reports  improvement 
appears on stage. Those who remain ill are invisible. If failures are never counted, success has no 
denominator.  Chapter 3  established the moral  principle:  the God of  truth is  not  honoured by 
useful falsehood.

Healing, Relief, Remission, and Cure
Responsible testimony distinguishes several claims:

 A person felt better.
 A symptom decreased temporarily.
 A clinician observed improvement.
 A diagnosis changed.
 A condition entered remission.
 A disease was no longer detectable.
 A functional limitation improved.
 A complete and lasting cure occurred.

These are not interchangeable. A person may testify honestly to relief while the underlying 
condition remains.  A  leader  may repeat  that  testimony as  cure  without  intending  fraud.  The 
resulting claim is still false.

Churches should pray boldly for healing.  James 5:13-18 commands prayer for the sick.  The 
Gospels display Christ's compassion and power. Yet prayer remains petition to a sovereign Lord, 
not a technique that obliges Him. Paul left Trophimus sick, advised Timothy concerning illness, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%205%3A13-18&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%204%3A1-7&version=CSB
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and lived  with  an  affliction  not  removed despite  repeated  prayer.  The  New Testament  holds 
healing and suffering within resurrection hope.

Verification does  not  quench the  Spirit.  Medical  evidence cannot  prove  that  God caused a 
change, but it can help establish whether the change occurred. Responsible verification requires 
consent, privacy, accurate diagnosis,  appropriate records,  follow-up, and willingness to correct 
public claims. Children and vulnerable adults should never be exposed as promotional material.

The Cruelty of Blaming the Unhealed
When healing is promised as an entitlement, continued illness is interpreted as defective faith, 
hidden sin, wrong confession, demonic resistance, or failure to give. The sufferer then carries two 
burdens: sickness and spiritual accusation. Some stop medication to prove faith. Some conceal 
symptoms to protect the ministry's reputation. Some testify prematurely and later feel ashamed 
when the condition returns.

No leader should instruct a person to stop prescribed medication without competent medical 
supervision.  Abrupt  withdrawal  can  cause  severe  harm.  Faith  and  medicine  are  not  rivals. 
Physicians  are fallible,  but  medical  care can be providential.  A church that  prays for healing 
should also help people obtain diagnosis, treatment, transport, nutrition, counselling, disability 
support, and companionship.

The mature testimony may be dramatic cure. It may also be faithful endurance during dialysis, 
peace  in  terminal  illness,  forgiveness  after  trauma,  or  joy  amid  disability.  Resurrection,  not 
uninterrupted health, is the church's final healing doctrine.

False Deliverance: When Freedom Becomes an Industry
The New Testament presents deliverance as an expression of Christ's authority and compassion. 
Jesus  confronts  unclean  spirits  without  spectacle  for  its  own  sake.  He  does  not  charge  the 
tormented, build an object market, or teach disciples to derive doctrine from demons. Apostolic 
deliverance supports gospel advance and restores persons to ordinary life.

The author's earlier work warned that modern prophetic-healing-deliverance ministries often 
promise  immediate  freedom  from  illness,  curses,  trauma,  and  bondage  through  declarations, 
anointings,  and specialised sessions,  and therefore must be tested by Scripture rather than by 
tangible results alone (Sangwa, 2024). Chapter 14 examined occult methods and secret knowledge. 
The present concern is the public performance and institutional economy of deliverance.

Fabricated Demons and Infinite Diagnosis
False  deliverance  expands  demonology  until  every  problem  requires  a  specialist.  There  are 
demons  for  sleep,  delay,  poverty,  singleness,  examination  failure,  miscarriage,  disagreement, 
disability,  shyness,  debt,  ordinary  temptation,  or  a  child's  difficult  behaviour.  Family  conflict 
becomes ancestral possession. Trauma becomes a spirit. Epilepsy becomes witchcraft. Depression 
becomes rebellion. Autism becomes evidence of demonic control. The diagnosis multiplies because 
the ministry's necessity depends upon the believer remaining spiritually complicated.

Scripture  recognises  demonic  oppression,  physical  illness,  moral  sin,  suffering,  bodily 
weakness, social injustice, foolishness, and psychological distress without collapsing them into one 
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category. Jesus sometimes casts out a demon and sometimes heals illness without exorcism. Paul 
distinguishes the flesh, the world, and the devil. Pastoral care must therefore be spiritually alert 
and diagnostically humble.

Abuse Cannot Be Consecrated by the Name of Deliverance
Beating,  kicking,  choking,  burning,  forced  fasting,  dangerous  restraint,  deprivation,  public 
stripping, sexual touching, induced vomiting, forced confession, and humiliation are abuse. They 
do not become holy because a leader says a demon is resisting. Faith-based safeguarding guidance 
documents that accusations of possession or witchcraft can lead to severe harm, especially for 
children and vulnerable adults. Official guidance emphasises that such abuse is not confined to 
one faith, nation, or ethnic community and that significant injury or death can occur when people 
attempt to "deliver" evil through violence (Department for Education, 2012; Metropolitan Police 
Service, n.d.).

This point must be stated without ambiguity. The victim is not responsible for the violence used 
against him or her. A child with epilepsy, disability, trauma, or unusual behaviour is not a public  
object lesson. A woman seeking prayer is not available for invasive touching. A frightened family 
does not surrender its legal and moral rights by entering a church.

Responsible Deliverance Is Pastoral, Accountable, and Non-Theatrical
A  responsible  approach  begins  with  Christ,  Scripture,  prayer,  consent,  safety,  and  competent 
oversight. It listens before naming. It considers medical, neurological, psychiatric, relational, and 
safeguarding realities. It does not assume that consultation with a clinician denies spiritual reality. 
The Church of England's safeguarding requirements, although arising from a particular ecclesial 
context, illustrate useful prudential principles: specialist oversight, consultation with accountable 
medical and mental-health professionals, informed consent, ongoing pastoral care, confidentiality, 
and clear safeguarding procedures (Church of England, 2023).

Biblical  deliverance  may  involve  gospel  proclamation,  confession  of  Christ,  repentance, 
renunciation of occult  involvement,  prayer,  resistance to the devil,  and patient discipleship.  It 
should  lead  toward  ordinary  Christian  life:  Scripture,  fellowship,  work,  family  responsibility, 
truthfulness,  holiness,  and  freedom from fear.  If  every  week  reveals  a  new spirit  and  every 
solution requires the same specialist, deliverance has become dependency.

The minister must not interrogate alleged demons for hidden doctrine, family secrets, or future 
information. Chapter 14 has already shown that forbidden knowledge does not become prophecy 
because it appears during prayer. The church receives doctrine from Scripture, not from unclean 
spirits.

Entertainment Christianity and the Worship Industry
The church has  always  used art.  Israel  sang.  David appointed musicians.  The  Psalms contain 
intricate  poetry.  The  temple  displayed  beauty.  Christian  communities  have  composed  hymns, 
developed architecture, trained choirs, painted, translated, dramatised, and used available media. 
Beauty is not the enemy of holiness. Excellence is not automatically pride.
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The  problem arises  when worship  is  reorganised  according  to  the  logic  of  entertainment: 
attention must never fall,  every silence must be filled, novelty must increase, leaders must be 
recognisable,  songs  must  circulate  as  brands,  and the congregation's  role  shifts  from offering 
worship to evaluating a production.

From Congregation to Audience
Contemporary worship music forms communities across churches, conferences, concerts, public 
events, and digital networks. Ingalls (2018) shows that worship music does not merely express a 
pre-existing congregation;  it  helps  constitute  new modes  of  congregating.  This  can strengthen 
translocal Christian identity and place shared confession on the lips of believers across cultures.

It can also weaken the local church's theological responsibility. Songs arrive through global 
platforms with the authority of popularity. Congregations sing what streams well. Worship leaders 
imitate the vocal style, lighting, stage movement, and emotional pacing of recorded performances. 
Local discernment is replaced by market selection.

A  concert  and  a  worship  service  can  share  musical  techniques  while  remaining  morally 
different. At a concert, the artist's skill is properly central to the event. In congregational worship, 
the  musicians  serve  the  people's  shared  response  to  God.  When melodies  are  placed  beyond 
ordinary  vocal  range,  when  improvisation  continually  obscures  the  congregation,  when  the 
platform's  volume  overwhelms  the  room,  and  when  cameras  privilege  the  performer,  the 
assembly learns to watch worship rather than worship.

Theological Thinness and the Formation of Desire
Songs teach even when worshippers do not analyse them. Repetition places language in memory. 
Music joins doctrine to affection. Therefore, a church's songbook is part of its catechism.

Doctrinal thinness does not mean every song must become a systematic theology lecture. The 
Psalms  include  simple  refrains,  cries,  questions,  celebration,  lament,  history,  confession,  and 
praise.  The  problem  is  a  sustained  diet  in  which  songs  centre  personal  destiny,  victory, 
breakthrough,  feeling,  intimacy,  or  self-expression  while  neglecting  creation,  holiness,  sin, 
atonement, resurrection, judgment, mission, lament, obedience, and the church.

A generation can learn to recognise the opening sound of a worship hit while remaining unable 
to explain the gospel. It can sing about fire while knowing little of holiness. It can call Jesus King 
while resisting His commands. It can cry during a bridge and remain unreconciled to a brother.  
Music has then become emotionally powerful but spiritually undernourishing.

The author has warned that the church can keep the vocabulary of worship while losing its  
heart, training religious consumers to seek stimulation rather than asking whether God is pleased 
(Sangwa, 2026b). This is not an argument for ugliness or emotional restraint. It is a call for songs 
whose beauty serves truth and whose emotional power carries the weight of God's revelation.

Celebrity Worship Leaders and Branded Intimacy
Worship leaders may become widely known because their songs serve many churches. Lawful 
recognition  should  be  received  with  humility.  Celebrity  culture  begins  when  recognisability, 
aspirational image, controlled access,  and emotional attachment become part of the ministry's 
operating power.
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The worship leader's clothing, testimony, relationships, lifestyle, voice, and gestures become 
consumable signs. Conferences advertise names before themes. Congregations applaud arrivals. 
Songs function as intellectual property, merchandise, and brand extension. None of these facts 
automatically  proves  corruption.  Creative  labour  deserves  support,  and  publishing  requires 
administration. The danger is theological inversion: worship begins to sustain the celebrity rather 
than the servant disappearing behind the glory of God.

John the Baptist's confession remains the minister's protection: "He must increase, but I must 
decrease"  (John 3:30).  Decrease does  not  require  incompetence or  invisibility.  It  requires  that 
every gift, image, and platform direct attention beyond the servant to Christ.

When Children Learn That Silence Means Absence
Young  believers  are  formed  by  repeated  patterns.  If  every  youth  gathering  depends  upon 
maximum volume, constant movement, dramatic lighting, and rapid emotional transition, stillness 
may later feel  like spiritual  emptiness.  Patient Bible reading feels  slow. Ordinary prayer feels 
weak.  A  local  pastor  appears  unimpressive  beside  a  global  personality.  Faithfulness  without 
spectacle feels like failure.

This is not an argument against youth, rhythm, creativity, or celebration. Young people possess 
energy that should not be shamed. The church should teach them to rejoice with strength and to  
wait in silence; to sing with skill and to pray without music; to recognise the Spirit in conviction,  
patience, self-control, generosity, and courage; to endure when no immediate sensation arrives.

A  faith  that  requires  continuous  stimulation  is  poorly  prepared  for  persecution,  grief,  
unanswered prayer, hidden service, long obedience, and the apparent silence through which God 
often matures His people.

The Strongest Defence of Contemporary Revival Culture
Fair judgment must hear the best case, not the easiest caricature.

Defenders of contemporary revival and expressive worship rightly observe that Scripture is 
embodied. Israel shouted, sang, danced, lifted hands, bowed, fasted, wept, and celebrated. David's 
joy before the ark was not restrained by elite respectability. Pentecost was audible and visible.  
People fell before divine glory. Conviction produced trembling. The Psalms command loud praise. 
Revelation portrays thunderous worship.  A Christianity embarrassed by the body can confuse 
Western reserve with holiness.

They also argue that revival history includes unusual manifestations. Edwards defended strong 
affections.  Wesleyan  and  Pentecostal  movements  were  mocked  by  respectable  observers. 
Missionary Christianity has sometimes imposed foreign liturgical standards and called indigenous 
expression  disorderly.  African  drums,  dance,  call-and-response,  night  prayer,  communal 
testimony,  and  embodied  participation  should  not  be  condemned  because  they  differ  from 
European forms.

Defenders further insist that demons are real, healing is biblical, and excessive scepticism can 
quench the Spirit.  Medical  institutions  do not  possess  exhaustive knowledge.  Some conditions 
improve in ways clinicians cannot explain. Some people find freedom after prayer when ordinary 
intervention failed. Fraud in one ministry does not invalidate genuine gifts elsewhere.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A30&version=CSB
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They add that technology is morally flexible. Lights help visibility. sound systems permit large 
gatherings. screens distribute lyrics. Cameras extend the gospel. Repetition can help meditation. A 
planned musical  arc  may serve  congregational  participation rather  than manipulate  it.  Large 
ministries  need  organisation.  Contemporary  art  can  communicate  truth  to  people  formed  by 
contemporary media.

Much of this defence is correct. Biblical worship is not disembodied. Cultural diversity is real.  
Naturalism is false. Gifts should not be despised. Technology can serve mission. Critics can be 
proud, joyless, culturally narrow, or secretly jealous. Churches that reject charismatic excess may 
tolerate dead formalism, hidden abuse, racism, greed, pornography, and unbelief. Quietness is not 
self-authenticating evidence of holiness.

None of these truths removes the duty to test. The same Bible that commands believers not to 
quench  the  Spirit  commands  them  to  test  everything  and  hold  fast  to  what  is  good  (1 
Thessalonians 5:19-22). The same Paul who values prophecy requires evaluation and order. The 
same Jesus  who casts  out  demons  warns  that  people  will  appeal  to  prophecy,  exorcism,  and 
miracles while hearing, "I never knew you" (Matthew 7:21-23). The same Lord who performs signs 
warns of signs used in deception (Matthew 24:23-25).

The  answer  to  rationalistic  unbelief  is  not  supernatural  gullibility.  It  is  biblical 
supernaturalism.

Africa, the West, and Different Costumes of the Same 
Hunger
African  Christianity  deserves  neither  romantic  celebration  nor  condescending  suspicion.  It 
contains  ancient  churches,  evangelical  movements,  Pentecostal  renewal,  sacrificial  mission, 
disciplined prayer, theological scholarship, community care, prophetic excess, prosperity teaching, 
syncretism, and ordinary faithfulness. The continent is not one spiritual culture.

Several conditions can increase the appeal of healing and deliverance ministries: weak access 
to  healthcare,  unemployment,  political  insecurity,  infertility  stigma,  fear  of  curses,  migration 
pressure,  family  conflict,  and  inherited  accounts  of  spiritual  causation.  A  ministry  promising 
immediate diagnosis and breakthrough addresses real suffering. The mistake is not that people 
seek help. It is that desperation can make verification feel like unbelief and payment feel like 
sacrifice.

Large  crusades,  overnight  prayers,  public  testimonies,  and  forceful  preaching  are  not 
inherently  false.  They  may  carry  genuine  evangelistic  fruit.  Yet  the  same  forms  can  support 
spiritual markets in which prophets diagnose hidden enemies,  deliverance specialists multiply 
demons,  and  frightened  families  purchase  repeated  intervention.  The  church  must  correct 
exploitation without teaching Africans that mature Christianity requires secular naturalism or 
imported emotional restraint.

Western churches often wear a different costume. They may reject overt demonology while 
building  therapeutic  spectacles  around  celebrity,  atmosphere,  personal  fulfilment,  and  highly 
produced music. The specialist is called a communicator rather than a prophet. The breakthrough 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A23-25&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A21-23&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A19-22&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A19-22&version=CSB
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is emotional rather than ancestral. The altar call becomes a brand experience. The mechanisms 
differ, but the sovereign consumer remains central.

Global  platforms  now  circulate  both  forms.  A  deliverance  clip  from  one  continent  shapes 
practice on another. A worship production from a wealthy church becomes the template for a 
congregation that cannot sustain its costs. The digital environment flattens context and rewards 
the visible. A five-minute clip can display a fall but not five years of fruit.

The  church  must  therefore  resist  geographical  self-righteousness.  Africa  does  not  own 
superstition. The West does not own manipulation. Every culture can confuse its preferred form 
with the Spirit.

What Manufactured Revival Produces
Counterfeit  revival  carries  doctrinal,  moral,  psychological,  ecclesial,  social,  and  eternal 
consequences.

Doctrinally, it changes the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. He becomes atmosphere, force, sensation, 
or transferable power rather than the holy divine Person who glorifies Christ, inspired Scripture, 
regenerates sinners, distributes gifts sovereignly, and produces fruit (Sangwa, 2026a). It changes 
the  gospel  by  replacing  repentance  with  experience.  It  changes  faith  from  trust  in  God  to 
confidence  in  a  method.  It  changes  worship  from response  to  revelation  into  production  for 
consumption.

Morally, it rewards exaggeration. Leaders learn that dramatic claims attract crowds. Worship 
teams learn that emotional intensity is treated as success. Testimonies become more certain with 
repetition. Institutions protect the story because revenue and reputation depend upon it. Small 
falsehoods become structural.

Psychologically, it can create dependency, shame, confusion, and distrust. Participants who do 
not  experience  the  promised  manifestation  may  feel  spiritually  defective.  Those  who  later 
reinterpret  an experience  may fear  that  they  have blasphemed the Spirit.  Victims of  abusive 
deliverance may carry trauma, bodily injury, or fragmented faith. People who discover fabrication 
may reject not only the ministry but Christianity itself.

Ecclesially, spectacle weakens ordinary means of grace. Scripture reading feels insufficient. The 
Lord's Supper appears undramatic. Pastoral visitation cannot compete with mass events. Local 
elders lose authority to travelling specialists. The congregation becomes an audience and ceases to 
bear one another's burdens.

Socially, false diagnoses can divide families, stigmatise children, destroy marriages, and direct 
attention away from abuse, illness, debt, addiction, or injustice. A violent parent may blame a 
child's demon. A corrupt employer may seek deliverance from financial attack rather than pay 
workers justly. A husband may blame an ancestral spirit rather than repent of adultery. False 
spirituality can protect ordinary sin from ordinary accountability.

Eternally, the danger is not merely disappointment. People may mistake religious excitement 
for regeneration. They may appeal to miracles while remaining unknown to Christ. They may love 
power  more  than truth  and pleasure  more  than God.  The  last  deception  will  not  necessarily 
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present itself as boring unbelief. Scripture warns of signs, false prophets, lawlessness, and people 
who refuse the love of truth (2 Thessalonians 2:7-12).

Twenty Questions Before the Church Calls It Revival
No  checklist  replaces  Scripture,  prayer,  wise  oversight,  evidence,  and  long  observation. 
Nevertheless, churches need questions strong enough to slow spectacle.

1. Which God and Which Christ Are Proclaimed?
Is God the holy, triune Creator and Judge revealed in Scripture? Is Jesus the eternal Son, crucified 
for sin, bodily raised, reigning Lord, only Mediator, and coming King? A ministry centred upon 
power, destiny, or enemies while Christ remains peripheral is already disordered.

2. Is the Apostolic Gospel Clear?
Are sin, atonement, repentance, faith, regeneration, justification, sanctification, resurrection, and 
judgment present? Or is salvation reduced to relief, success, healing, protection, and emotional 
release?

3. Does Scripture Govern the Gathering?
Is the Bible interpreted in context, or used as a supply of slogans? Can Scripture correct the leader,  
method, prophecy, song, and testimony?

4. Is Repentance Central or Marginal?
Does the gathering call people to turn from sin, or mainly invite them to receive an experience? 
Biblical revival exposes rebellion before promising comfort.

5. Is Sin Named Truthfully and Impartially?
Are greed, sexual immorality,  abuse, pride,  dishonesty, unforgiveness, injustice,  occultism, and 
false teaching confronted, including among leaders?

6. Are Holiness, Restitution, Reconciliation, and Obedience Visible?
Do stolen goods return? Do public lies receive correction? Do broken relationships seek repair? 
Does behaviour change after the event?

7. Are Manifestations Interpreted Cautiously?
Do leaders admit that bodily reactions can have multiple causes? Or is every fall, tremble, scream, 
heat sensation, or tear declared divine automatically?

8. Are Testimonies Verifiable?
Are  claims  documented  where  possible,  followed  over  time,  and  corrected  if  inaccurate?  Is 
informed consent obtained before public use?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3A7-12&version=CSB
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9. Are Failures and Unanswered Prayers Acknowledged?
Does the ministry present only success? A truthful church can say, "We prayed, and the person 
remains ill. We will keep loving and serving."

10. Are Vulnerable People Protected?
Are  children,  persons  with  disabilities,  trauma survivors,  the  sick,  and the  poor  treated  with 
dignity? Are safeguarding procedures independent and enforceable?

11. Are Medical and Psychological Realities Handled Responsibly?
Are competent professionals consulted when needed? Does the ministry forbid unsafe medication 
withdrawal, dangerous restraint, and amateur diagnosis?

12. Are Leaders Financially and Morally Accountable?
Can boards investigate? Are conflicts of interest disclosed? Does public gifting excuse private sin?

13. Is Spiritual Access Monetised?
Are prayer,  diagnosis,  prophecy, healing,  protection,  or deliverance tied to payment,  premium 
access, special objects, or escalating offerings?

14. Are People Becoming Freer in Christ or More Dependent upon a 
Personality?
Can believers mature without constant access to the specialist? Does the ministry return them to 
Christ, Scripture, local fellowship, work, and family responsibility?

15. Does Worship Direct Attention toward God or Performers?
Could the congregation worship if the celebrity were absent? Are musicians serving participation 
or displaying themselves?

16. Are Gifts Exercised Intelligibly, Lovingly, and in Order?
Are  prophecies  weighed?  Are  tongues  interpreted?  Are  speakers  accountable?  Is  self-control 
expected?

17. Does Fruit Endure after the Event?
What remains after six months or five years? Crowds can gather quickly. Character grows slowly.

18. Can Questions Be Asked without Intimidation?
Are honest questions labelled rebellion, jealousy, quenching, or blasphemy? The Spirit of truth 
does not require enforced credulity.

19. Is the Church Becoming More Truthful, Holy, Prayerful, Loving, and 
Missionally Faithful?
Revival enlarges obedience, not merely attendance.
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20. Would the Practice Remain Defensible without Music, Lights, Cameras, 
Crowds, and Celebrity?
Remove the atmosphere. What doctrine, evidence, character, and fruit remain?

Reforming the House without Quenching the Spirit
Correction must lead somewhere. The answer to manufactured revival is not a church emptied of 
prayer, gifts, joy, beauty, or expectation. It is a church in which every good is returned beneath 
Christ.

Recover Scripture-Saturated Worship
Churches  should  restore  substantial  Scripture  reading,  expository  preaching,  confession, 
intercession,  the  Lord's  Supper,  lament,  testimony,  silence,  congregational  song,  and  prayer. 
Services need not look identical. The common principle is that the Word governs the event rather 
than serving as a brief introduction to it.

Song  selection  should  consider  theological  range,  congregational  singability,  cultural 
appropriateness, and long-term formation. Worship leaders need biblical and pastoral formation, 
not only musical skill. They should learn to lead without making their personality indispensable.

Establish Ethical Testimony Procedures
Churches should adopt written standards for healing and miracle testimony. Claims should be 
recorded accurately, classified carefully, verified where possible, and followed over time. Public 
correction  should  be  made  when  a  public  claim  proves  false.  Consent  and  privacy  must  be 
protected. Fundraising should never depend upon an unverified miracle.

Reform Healing and Deliverance Ministry
Prayer  for  healing  should  be  compassionate,  non-coercive,  and  integrated  with  pastoral  and 
medical  care.  Deliverance  should  operate  under  trained  oversight,  safeguarding,  informed 
consent,  confidentiality,  and  clear  referral  pathways.  No  violent,  degrading,  sexualised,  or 
medically dangerous practice should be tolerated.

Ministers should not diagnose possession from appearance, disability, psychiatric distress, or 
family accusation. They should not conduct public exorcisms for content. They should not build 
doctrine from alleged demonic speech. Long-term discipleship must follow any specialised prayer.

Make Production Transparent
Churches  using  sophisticated  production  should  acknowledge  the  human  craft  involved. 
Musicians rehearse. Lighting is planned. Transitions are timed. There is no shame in competent 
preparation. The deception begins when planned effects are presented as spontaneous proof of 
divine presence.

Media  teams  should  refuse  edits  that  exaggerate  events,  conceal  failed  claims,  or  exploit 
vulnerable people. They should distinguish a promotional video from evidence. Digital reach must 
remain accountable to local church truthfulness.
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Reform Governance and Safeguarding
Independent  boards,  financial  transparency,  complaint  channels,  external  investigation,  and 
protection against  retaliation are  spiritual  necessities,  not  secular  intrusions.  A  ministry  built 
around one founder's control cannot reliably investigate claims against that founder. Chapter 13 
has already shown that spiritual authority becomes tyrannical when stewardship is converted 
into jurisdiction over conscience. Chapter 15 adds that spectacle can make such tyranny appear 
anointed.

Form Believers for Ordinary Faithfulness
Churches  should  teach  believers  to  recognise  God's  work  in  repentance,  patience,  generosity, 
truthfulness, reconciliation, faithful marriage, honest labour, courage under persecution, care for 
the sick,  and endurance through unanswered prayer.  The kingdom is  not only present  in the 
extraordinary. It is present when a believer refuses a bribe, confesses adultery, forgives an enemy, 
cares for a disabled child, returns stolen money, or remains faithful when no crowd is watching.

A Word to Different Hearers

To Leaders Who Knowingly Manufacture Experience
Stop. Do not use the name of the Holy Spirit to protect what you produced by deception. Do not 
plant  testimonies,  coach  false  reactions,  edit  away  failures,  sell  deliverance,  humiliate  the 
vulnerable, or blame the sick for preserving your reputation. The applause of a crowd will not  
silence the Judge.

Where deception was public, correction must be public. Where money was obtained through 
false claims, restitution is required. Where people were harmed, independent investigation and 
lawful reporting may be necessary. Forgiveness is available to the repentant, but forgiveness does 
not automatically restore qualification for public ministry.

You do not need a better method of hiding. You need to fall upon the mercy of Christ while  
repentance is still possible.

To Sincere but Careless Ministers
You may love God and still have learned dangerous methods. You may have inherited language, 
music,  testimony  practices,  and  deliverance  techniques  without  examining  them.  Sincerity 
reduces neither the need for correction nor the possibility of grace.

Review what your words teach people to expect. Count failures as honestly as successes. Ask 
whether  music  is  supporting  prayer  or  pressuring  reaction.  Invite  competent  clinicians  and 
safeguarding professionals. Permit questions. Correct exaggerated claims. The Spirit does not need 
your protection from truth.

To Worship Leaders and Musicians
Your skill can serve the church beautifully. Do not despise craft. Rehearse, study, write, and sing 
well. Yet remember that the people before you are not your audience. They are a priestly people 
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called to offer worship. Make their voices audible. Choose truth strong enough to sustain suffering. 
Resist the narcotic of visibility. Let excellence become transparent to the glory of God.

To the Sick and Disabled
Your continued illness is not proof that Christ has rejected you. Your body is not a stage upon 
which a ministry must  demonstrate  its  power.  Seek prayer and receive medical  care without 
shame. Lament honestly. Do not stop treatment to satisfy another person's theology. The Lord may 
heal now, sustain through weakness, or complete healing in resurrection. Your dignity does not 
decrease with your capacity.

To Victims of Abusive Deliverance
What was done to you was not made holy by prayer language. Beating, burning, choking, sexual 
violation, public stripping, coercive confession, and degrading exposure are abuse. You are not 
required to protect a ministry from the truth. Seek safety, medical care, trusted pastoral support, 
and lawful help where appropriate. Healing may take time. Christ is not the abuser who used His 
name.

To Those Frightened by Demonic Claims
Do not  build  your  life  around curses,  enemies,  ancestral  maps,  spiritual  spouses,  and hidden 
specialists. Christ has triumphed over rulers and authorities (Colossians 2:13-15). Turn from occult 
involvement,  confess  known  sin,  resist  the  devil,  remain  in  Scripture,  pray,  and  live  within 
accountable Christian fellowship. Do not let fear make a human mediator functionally necessary.

To Sceptical and Wounded Believers
Religious fraud can damage trust deeply. Your questions should not be mocked. Yet do not allow a 
false minister to steal the true Christ. The answer to fabricated fire is not a closed universe. It is 
the God of truth. Return to Scripture. Seek a humble church. Let evidence matter. Let healing be 
patient. Christ remains faithful when His servants lie.

To Faithful Pentecostal and Charismatic Ministers
Continue praying, preaching Christ, serving the poor, seeking holiness, and exercising gifts under 
Scripture. Do not allow critics to define you by the worst representatives of your tradition. Yet lead 
reform from within. Protect the vulnerable. Reject prosperity transactions, prophetic theatre, and 
celebrity immunity. Your reverence for the Spirit should make you more rigorous about claims 
made in His name, not less.

To Quiet and Faithful Servants
Your  ministry  may  never  become  viral.  Your  church  may  have  no  smoke  machine,  global 
platform, or celebrity guest. You may pray in hospital rooms, teach children, prepare sermons 
carefully,  reconcile  families,  manage accounts  honestly,  and visit  the lonely.  Heaven does not 
measure as platforms measure. The Chief Shepherd sees what the camera ignores.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202%3A13-15&version=CSB


PART III | COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANITY AND THE CAPTIVITY OF THE CHURCH CHAPTER 15

OPEN CHRISTIAN PRESS CHAPTER 15 | 24

The Last Second before Midnight
We may indeed be living in the last  second before midnight.  This is  not permission for date-
setting, panic, or prophetic theatre. Every generation stands near death and judgment, and the 
church  lives  under  the  promise  that  Christ  will  return.  The  convergence  of  digital  spectacle, 
celebrity  religion,  commercial  spiritual  markets,  artificial  images,  unverified  testimony,  and 
doctrinal shallowness makes watchfulness especially urgent.

Readiness  is  not  emotional  agitation.  The  wise  virgins  had  oil,  not  publicity.  The  faithful 
servant was doing the Master's will,  not manufacturing the appearance of urgency. The Bride 
cannot borrow holiness from the worship team, truth from a brand, or oil from a crowd.

A  church  prepared  for  the  rapture  cannot  depend  upon  excitement  without  repentance, 
prophecy without truth, miracles without the gospel, deliverance without discipleship, worship 
without  reverence,  crowds  without  holiness,  or  songs  about  the  Bridegroom  while  the  Bride 
remains asleep. Rapture readiness means reconciliation with God through the crucified and risen 
Christ.  It  means  a  clean  conscience,  watchful  prayer,  obedience,  love,  endurance,  doctrinal 
stability, and hope.

The final appeal is therefore not, "Find a stronger experience." It is, "Return to Christ." Let false 
leaders confess. Let churches verify what they proclaim. Let worship leaders become servants 
again. Let the sick be loved rather than blamed. Let the oppressed be protected. Let gifts serve the 
common good. Let joy be holy, emotion truthful, beauty obedient, and power accountable.

The theatre can imitate fire. It cannot regenerate a sinner, sanctify a church, raise the dead, or  
prepare the Bride. Only God can give life.

A  church  may  remove  the  smoke,  lower  the  volume,  verify  its  testimonies,  reform  its 
deliverance ministry,  and still  remain captive  if  it  refuses  the  apostolic  order  by which gifts, 
authority, teaching, and shepherding are governed. The next chapter therefore turns from the 
manufacture  of  spiritual  experience  to  the  contested  question  of  who  may  exercise  pastoral 
authority and how the church must submit its leadership structures to the Word of God.
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