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ABSTRACT

The biblical doctrine of the Antichrist system is often distorted in two
opposite directions. One reduces prophecy to speculation about technologies,
institutions, symbols, and public figures; the other dissolves concrete
prophecy into a timeless metaphor for evil. This chapter follows a third path.
It asks what Scripture actually says about the final anti-Christian order and
then asks what present political, religious, financial, informational, and
technological capacities could make such an order administratively possible
without claiming that present systems are themselves the prophesied
fulfillment. The chapter begins by distinguishing the New Testament
language of “antichrist” from the theological synthesis that correlates John’s
antichrist teaching with Daniel’s final blasphemous ruler, Paul’s man of
lawlessness, and Revelation’s beast. It then examines the moral anatomy of
the final crisis: rebellion against God, self-exaltation, concentrated political
authority, satanically empowered deception, counterfeit signs, compulsory
worship, coercive identification, persecution, and exclusion from buying and
selling. The mark of the beast is therefore treated first as a sign of allegiance,
not as a technology looking for a verse. Historical imperial cults and
economic pressures supply genuine analogies, but not exhaustive fulfillment.
Contemporary digital identity, biometric authentication, programmable
financial infrastructure, Al-mediated persuasion, remote biometric
identification, and interoperable payment systems demonstrate real enabling
capacity, while current legal safeguards, fragmented sovereignty, voluntary
designs, and incomplete deployment remain decisive counter-evidence
against premature identification. The chapter concludes that the deepest
danger is not technological sophistication by itself but the integration of
authority, worship, livelihood, fear, and deception into a system that
demands what belongs to God alone. The Church is called not to panic,
private revelation, or reckless accusation, but to truth, holiness, courage,
gospel witness, and readiness for Jesus Christ.

Keywords: Antichrist; man of lawlessness; beast; Revelation 13; mark of the
beast; economic exclusion; Christian allegiance

RESEARCH NOTE

Scripture is the controlling authority for the theological and eschatological
argument of this chapter. Conservative evangelical, dispensational, and major
alternative scholarly readings are used to clarify disputed questions, but no
commentary is allowed to govern the biblical text. Chapter 17 (SANGWA, 2026c)
established the book’s general hermeneutical framework for prophetic
convergence and already treated Daniel, Matthew 24, 2 Thessalonians 2,

Revelation 13, Revelation 17, and Revelation 18 at a broad level. The
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present chapter therefore does not repeat that survey. It narrows the question to
the structure and moral logic of the final anti-Christian system, the relationship
between its ruler and its institutions, the nature of the mark and economic
exclusion, and the possibility that modern infrastructures could serve as enabling
capacities.

The historical and technological material is deliberately secondary. Chapter 15
(SANGWA, 2026a) owns the detailed history of global governance, the World
Economic Forum, digital identity, biometrics, central bank digital currencies,
artificial intelligence governance, global health governance, and interoperable
infrastructure. Chapter 16 (SANGWA, 2026b) owns information control, ranking,
moderation, synthetic media, deepfakes, and algorithmic mediation. Those
findings are cited here only when necessary to test whether a Revelation 13-
style system is technically conceivable. Contemporary official materials were
rechecked through 16 August 2026. The most relevant are the Bank for
International Settlements’ 2025 CBDC survey, the 2026 BIS work on tokenised
programmable financial architecture, the European Union Digital Identity
framework, the European Union Artificial Intelligence Act as amended in July
2026 by the Digital Omnibus on Al and the World Bank’s 2026 analysis of digital
identity integrated with instant payments. These documents show substantial
capacity and active development. They also show limits, safeguards, jurisdictional
diversity, and voluntary elements that must not be erased.

Throughout the chapter, the book-wide historical labels remain in force:
ESTABLISHED, STRONGLY SUPPORTED, PLAUSIBLE, CONTESTED, WEAKLY
SUPPORTED, and UNSUPPORTED. For theological comparison, DIRECT
BIBLICAL TEACHING identifies what a text explicitly says in context;
ESCHATOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION identifies conclusions reached within the
futurist premillennial framework adopted here; PLAUSIBLE ENABLING
CAPACITY describes a present capability that could support a prophesied
mechanism without proving fulfillment; ANALOGY describes a recurring
historical pattern; and SPECULATION identifies a claim that cannot responsibly
be established.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2013&version=CSB

PART VII | BIBLICAL CONVERGENCE AND THE END-TIME CRISIS
CHAPTER 18

THE ANTICHRIST SYSTEM AND
THE COMING CRISIS OF
ALLEGIANCE

Political Authority, False Worship, Economic Exclusion, Deception, and
Faithfulness to Christ

“Who is the liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
This one is the antichrist: the one who denies the Father and the

Son.” 1 John 2:22 (CSB)

1. The Question Has Changed: From
Convergence to Allegiance

Chapter 17 asked whether biblical prophecy appears to be converging
with conditions now visible in the modern world. Its answer was
deliberately calibrated. No current organization, financial institution,
secret society, digital identity scheme, artificial intelligence system,
health body, or political leader has been demonstrated to satisfy the
complete biblical configuration of the final beastly order. Yet political,
technical, financial, and informational capacities now exist that make
large-scale identification, authorization, persuasion, surveillance, and
exclusion administratively conceivable. That conclusion is important,
but it is not the deepest question.

The deeper question is allegiance.

Revelation does not present the final crisis primarily as a dispute
over administrative efficiency. It is a struggle over worship, authority,
truth, obedience, and belonging. The beast is not condemned because
it has databases. It is condemned because it receives authority from
the dragon, blasphemes God, persecutes the saints, and receives
worship that belongs to the Creator. The second beast is not
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dangerous merely because it communicates persuasively. It deceives,
performs signs, directs worship toward the first beast, animates an
image associated with coercion, and causes persons to receive a mark
tied to economic participation. The crisis is therefore moral and
theological before it is technological.

This distinction matters because an age fascinated by devices can
misread a prophecy about worship as a prophecy about hardware.
Generations of Christians have proposed barcodes, magnetic strips,
implantable chips, radio-frequency identification tags, vaccine
certificates, smartphones, QR codes, digital wallets, facial recognition,
or central bank digital currencies as the mark. Some technologies
may possess features that could be useful within a future coercive
system. None is identified by Scripture as the mark merely because it
can identify a person or mediate a transaction. The text gives a richer
set of criteria.

The proper order of analysis is therefore: first, identify the biblical
structure of rebellion; second, identify the moral mechanism of
allegiance; third, examine historical analogies; fourth, test present
capabilities; and fifth, refuse to call resemblance fulfillment where
the full criteria are absent. This method is less sensational than
technological prophecy charts, but it is more unsettling in a deeper
sense. It reveals that the final system is not simply an external
machine imposed upon morally neutral people. It succeeds because
human beings are prepared to exchange worship, truth, and
conscience for security, belonging, power, or access.

That is why the Church must study the Antichrist system without
becoming obsessed with the Antichrist. The center of biblical
prophecy is Jesus Christ. Revelation 19:11-16 does not end with the
triumph of a surveillance state but with the appearing of the Faithful
and True King. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 does not leave the lawless one
enthroned but says the Lord Jesus will destroy him by the breath of
His mouth and bring him to nothing at the appearance of His coming.
Any study that leaves the reader more impressed by the beast than by
Christ has lost the canonical proportion of Scripture.
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2. “Antichrist” in the New Testament: A
Necessary Terminological Correction

The popular phrase “the Antichrist” is theologically meaningful, but
exegetical precision requires an important correction at the outset.
The noun antichrist appears in the Johannine letters, not in Daniel, 2
Thessalonians, or Revelation. John writes that “many antichrists have
come,” speaks of “the antichrist” whose coming had been heard
about, and identifies the “spirit of the antichrist” as already active in
the world. 1 John 2:18, 1 John 2:22, 1 John 4:1-3, and 2 John 7 locate
antichrist deception centrally in false confession concerning Jesus
Christ.

This means that “antichrist” has at least two dimensions in the
Johannine material. There is a present doctrinal and spiritual
pattern, already active in the apostolic age, in which teachers deny
the truth about Christ. There is also an expectation, expressed in the
singular language of the antichrist who is coming, that naturally
contributed to the Church’s expectation of a climactic personal
opponent. John therefore forbids the simplistic idea that antichrist
deception begins only after a future political figure appears. The spirit
of antichrist is already recognizable wherever Christ’s identity is
denied, displaced, falsified, or subordinated to another lordship.

The theological tradition then correlates John’s language with
other eschatological figures: Daniel’s boastful little horn and final
persecuting ruler, Paul’s “man of lawlessness,” and Revelation’s beast.
This correlation is not based on the word antichrist appearing in
those texts. It is a canonical synthesis based on overlapping features.
Daniel portrays a climactic ruler marked by blasphemy, persecution,
self-exaltation, and judgment near the arrival of God’s kingdom.
Daniel 7:8-27; Daniel 11:36-45. Paul portrays a man of lawlessness
who exalts himself against every object of worship, is associated with
satanic power and deceptive signs, and is destroyed by Christ. 2
Thessalonians 2:3-12. Revelation portrays a beast who receives
authority from the dragon, speaks blasphemies, makes war on the
saints, receives worldwide astonishment and worship, and operates
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in concert with a second beast who enforces allegiance. Revelation
13:1-18.

Within futurist premillennial interpretation, the correlation of
these figures is a strong ESCHATOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION, not
a lexical identity explicitly announced by one verse. Thomas (1995),
Walvoord (1966), Pentecost (1958), and Miller (1994) represent this
correlation in different degrees. Other interpreters place greater
weight on first-century Rome, Nero, Antiochus IV Epiphanes,
recurrent anti-Christian empire, or symbolic corporate structures
rather than a single future ruler. Beale (1999), Osborne (2002), and
Koester (2014), though differing among themselves, demonstrate the
breadth of serious scholarship on the historical and symbolic
dimensions of Revelation.

The chapter’s position is that the recurring antichrist spirit and
historical beastly empires do not exclude a future personal
culmination. They help explain it. Evil develops through patterns
before it reaches climactic expression. A denial of Christ in doctrine,
an imperial demand for sacred loyalty, a political cult of personality,
or an economic penalty imposed for religious nonconformity may all
be genuine manifestations of antichrist logic without being the final
Antichrist system.

This terminology protects the Church from two mistakes. The first
is to treat every heretical teacher or authoritarian ruler as the final
Antichrist. The second is to reduce the final opponent to a vague
“spirit” so thoroughly that the concrete eschatological claims of 2
Thessalonians 2:3-12 and Revelation 13:1-18 disappear. Scripture
permits recognition of present patterns while preserving expectation
of a future consummation.

3. The Man of Lawlessness: Rebellion Made
Personal

Paul’s teaching in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 is among the clearest New
Testament passages concerning the final anti-Christian rebellion. The
Thessalonian believers had become alarmed by claims that the day of

Chapter DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21.c42 | Book DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21 | 4


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3A1-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2013%3A1-18&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3A3-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3A3-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2013%3A1-18&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2013%3A1-18&version=CSB

PAWNS, POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES | CHAPTER 18

the Lord had already come. Paul’s response does not encourage date
calculation. It corrects confusion by naming events that must precede
that day, including “the rebellion” and the revelation of “the man of
lawlessness.”

The Greek term often translated “rebellion” or “apostasy”
(apostasia) denotes defection or revolt. Interpreters debate whether
Paul has primarily religious apostasy, political rebellion, or a
combined revolt in view. The immediate context strongly places the
rebellion against God because the man of lawlessness exalts himself
over every so-called god or object of worship and presents himself in
the sphere of divine prerogative. His defining offense is not ordinary
lawbreaking. It is theological usurpation.

That point should govern Christian use of the passage.
“Lawlessness” in Paul is not a partisan label for politicians who
violate a regulation. The figure is not the Antichrist because he is
unusually corrupt, immoral, populist, elitist, globalist, nationalist,
authoritarian, or charismatic. Many rulers have been several of those
things. The man of lawlessness occupies a uniquely climactic position
in a rebellion directed against God and is destroyed personally by the
appearing of Jesus Christ. 2 Thessalonians 2:8.

Paul further says this figure “opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of worship” and “takes his seat in God’s
temple, proclaiming that he himself is God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:4. The
interpretation of “temple” is disputed. Futurist dispensational
interpreters commonly expect a concrete temple setting associated
with a future Jewish temple, in continuity with Danielic abomination
language and Jesus’ use of Daniel in Matthew 24:15. Other
interpreters understand the temple ecclesiologically, symbolically, or
as imagery for self-deification. The chapter does not need to settle
every temple question to identify the central claim: final lawlessness
culminates in sacralized self-exaltation.

Political authority becomes spiritually monstrous when it ceases to
acknowledge limits. The ruler does not merely govern. He absorbs
religious meaning. Loyalty to him becomes a test of truth and
belonging. His authority becomes a rival to God’s authority. This is
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one reason biblical prophecy cannot be reduced to a debate over
centralized government versus decentralized government. A small
regime can be idolatrous; a large federation can be lawful; a nation-
state can become a cult; an international institution can remain
limited. The decisive theological question is what kind of allegiance
authority demands.

The passage also introduces “the restrainer” and “what restrains”
the revelation of the lawless one. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7.
Interpretations include the Roman order, civil government, angelic
restraint, gospel proclamation, the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit’s
restraining work through the Church. Pre-tribulation interpreters
have often connected the restraint to the Spirit’s ministry through the
Church, but the text does not identify the restrainer with enough
explicitness to make that view a test of orthodoxy. The full
relationship between restraint and the Church’s catching away
belongs to Chapter 19.

What is explicit here is the sovereignty of God. The mystery of
lawlessness is already at work, but the lawless one is revealed only at
the appointed time. Satan is active but not sovereign. Human
rebellion is real but bounded. The same passage that describes
extraordinary deception also describes decisive destruction by Christ.
Any theory that imagines a hidden elite capable of indefinitely
overruling divine purpose contradicts the very prophecy it claims to
explain.

4. Satanic Power and Judicial Deception:
Why the Final System Persuades

The man of lawlessness does not rely on bureaucratic force alone.
Paul says his coming is “based on Satan’s working, with every kind of
miracle, both signs and wonders serving the lie, and with every
wicked deception among those who are perishing.” 2 Thessalonians
2:9-10. This is one of Scripture’s most sobering descriptions of
deception because it joins supernatural or apparently supernatural
validation to moral refusal of truth.
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The passage does not present humanity as a passive victim of
clever propaganda. Those deceived “did not accept the love of the
truth and so be saved.” 2 Thessalonians 2:10. Judgment therefore
occurs through a moral relationship to truth. The victims of deception
are responsible because they prefer unrighteousness. This is
consistent with Romans 1:18-25, where suppression of truth,
idolatrous exchange, and moral disorder belong together. Satan
deceives, but human desire gives deception a landing place.

This distinction is essential for understanding the final system.
Propaganda, censorship, synthetic media, information control, and
psychological operations can matter greatly. Earlier chapters
documented how institutions can frame attention, manipulate
information, or conceal conduct. Yet the final biblical deception is not
simply the result of superior communications technology. It is a
spiritual and moral event in which lies become credible because they
promise what rebellious humanity wants.

That moral fact helps explain why respectable language can
become a vehicle of darkness. The final system need not announce
itself with obviously satanic vocabulary. Scripture repeatedly
portrays deception as counterfeit. Satan can disguise himself as an
angel of light. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. False prophets can look like
sheep. Matthew 7:15-20. The serpent mixes truth with distortion.
Genesis 3:1-6. A future anti-Christian order could therefore justify
coercion in the language of peace, protection, unity, safety, justice,
prosperity, security, human flourishing, or emergency. The
vocabulary itself does not prove deception, because each of those
goods can be legitimate. The test is whether the system lies,
suppresses conscience, deifies human authority, persecutes fidelity to
God, or makes access to life conditional upon idolatrous allegiance.

Modern media technologies create PLAUSIBLE ENABLING
CAPACITY for persuasion at scale. Generative artificial intelligence
can synthesize speech, images, and video; recommender systems can
influence visibility; remote communications can synchronize
narratives; biometric systems can associate identity with action; and
data systems can make individualized enforcement more precise.
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Chapter 16 examined these capacities in detail. But 2 Thessalonians
2:9-12 does not identify artificial intelligence as the source of the final
signs. It explicitly attributes the working to Satan. Claiming that
deepfakes “are” the lying wonders would replace exegesis with
technological guesswork.

The Church’s response is not technological innocence. It should
expect increasingly sophisticated deception and cultivate habits that
resist it: love of truth, knowledge of Scripture, patient verification,
willingness to suffer rather than lie, resistance to fear, and a
community life in which correction is possible. A person who loves
sensational claims because they confirm a preferred narrative is not
prepared for deception merely because the preferred narrative is
anti-establishment. The enemy can exploit credulity on every side.

5. The Beast from the Sea: Political Power
Receives Religious Meaning

Revelation 13 develops the final crisis through the imagery of two
beasts. The first rises from the sea with features deliberately recalling
the beasts of Daniel 7:1-8. The dragon gives it “his power, his throne,
and great authority.” Revelation 13:2. Its authority is political, but its
meaning is explicitly spiritual. The world marvels after the beast and
worships the dragon because he gave authority to the beast, and they
worship the beast. Revelation 13:3-4.

This fusion of politics and worship is the decisive feature.
Revelation does not teach that political authority is inherently
demonic. Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 recognize a legitimate
role for civil government. The beast is a distortion of authority, not
the definition of authority. Government becomes beastly when it
turns delegated power into ultimacy, blasphemes God, persecutes the
saints, and demands sacred allegiance.

The beast is granted a mouth speaking boasts and blasphemies and
authority for forty-two months. It makes war on the saints and is
given authority over “every tribe, people, language, and nation.”
Revelation 13:5-7. Futurist interpreters read this as a climactic
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transnational or worldwide reach. Preterist and eclectic interpreters
emphasize Rome’s imperial scope as the immediate political horizon.
Both observations matter. Rome taught the first readers what it
meant for imperial authority to claim universal significance. The
futurist reading expects the pattern to reach a final intensity.

The wording “was given” recurs. The beast receives authority. That
grammatical detail is theologically decisive. The dragon gives in one
sense, but divine sovereignty remains ultimate in another. The beast’s
period is limited. Its career proceeds within the boundaries of God’s
judgment. Revelation therefore portrays terrifying power without
granting metaphysical sovereignty to evil.

This is a needed corrective to conspiratorial literature. Hidden
networks can influence governments. Intelligence services can
operate covertly. Financial actors can exert leverage. Private forums
can coordinate elites. None of those facts means one human cabal
controls all events. Revelation’s beastly power is itself contingent,
permitted for a time, internally vulnerable, and finally destroyed. The
Christian doctrine of providence forbids turning Satan into a rival
god or elite networks into an omnipotent shadow government.

The first beast also clarifies why the final system cannot be
identified merely by institutional complexity. International
organizations, regional unions, security alliances, financial networks,
technical standards, and public-private partnerships may distribute
power across borders. Chapter 15 demonstrated that such governance
capacity is real. Yet Revelation’s first beast has features those systems
do not presently satisfy in combination: dragon-derived religious
meaning, blasphemous self-exaltation, global worship, open
persecution of the saints, and a defined eschatological relationship to
Christ’s return. Modern coordination may make concentration easier.
It does not by itself constitute the beast.
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6. The Second Beast: Counterfeit Legitimacy,
Signs, and Enforced Worship

The second beast rises from the earth, has two horns like a lamb, and
speaks like a dragon. Revelation 13:11. The image is one of counterfeit
legitimacy. Something visually lamb-like carries the voice of the
dragon. The beast exercises the authority of the first beast, directs
earth-dwellers to worship it, performs great signs, deceives those who
dwell on the earth, and orders the making of an image of the first
beast. Revelation 13:12-14. Later Revelation calls this figure “the false
prophet.” Revelation 16:13, Revelation 19:20, Revelation 20:10.

The second beast reveals that the final regime is not maintained by
force alone. It constructs legitimacy. It supplies signs. It mediates
devotion. It turns political authority into a moral and religious claim.
This is why the system should not be imagined as a merely secular
dictatorship. Whatever institutional form it takes, it possesses a cultic
dimension.

Some Christian theologians have described the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet as a counterfeit trinity. The analogy is
suggestive but should not be pressed mechanically. Revelation clearly
presents a satanic parody of divine authority: the dragon gives
authority, the first beast receives worship, and the second beast
directs worship to the first and performs signs. Yet the counterfeit is
parasitic. It has no equality with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Evil
cannot create an independent reality; it imitates and corrupts.

The image of the beast receives breath so that it can speak, and
those who refuse worship face death. Revelation 13:15. Readers in the
ancient world knew political images, imperial statues, civic cults, and
the social consequences of refusing public religious expectations. The
passage therefore had intelligible first-century resonance. The precise
future mechanism, however, is not specified. It may involve an actual
cult image, a symbol of regime presence, or some other concrete
embodiment of authority. Scripture does not mention hologrames,
robotics, artificial general intelligence, digital avatars, or synthetic
media.
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Modern AI makes speaking images easier to imagine, but
imagination is not exegesis. A digital avatar can speak without being
the image of the beast. A humanoid robot can act autonomously
without fulfilling Revelation. An Al system can generate propaganda
without possessing the spiritual agency described in the text. The
responsible classification is PLAUSIBLE ENABLING CAPACITY for
scalable simulation and persuasion, not prophetic identification.

More important than the mechanism is the demand. The system
moves from persuasion to compulsion. Those who refuse worship
face mortal pressure. Here Revelation unmasks the ultimate logic of
propaganda: when persuasion serves idolatrous authority, coercion
stands behind the image. The Church’s preparedness therefore
cannot consist mainly of learning to detect deepfakes. It must consist
of learning to say no when truth and worship become costly.

7. The Mark of the Beast: What the Text Says
Before Technology Speaks

No subject in modern popular prophecy has attracted more technical
speculation than the mark of the beast. Revelation 13:16-18 says the
second beast causes everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free
and slave, to receive a mark on the right hand or forehead, so that no
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, the beast’s name, or the
number of its name. The number is identified as 666 and is presented
as requiring wisdom and calculation.

Several textual observations must be kept together.

First, the mark is universalizing in social scope. Revelation
explicitly crosses class boundaries. Wealth does not exempt the rich;
social status does not exempt the free; poverty does not shield the
poor. The pressure reaches ordinary economic life.

Second, the mark is linked to the beast’s identity. It is associated
with the beast’s name or number. It is not simply a neutral credential.
The text places it within a network of worship, political authority,
deception, and persecution.
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Third, the mark is linked to economic permission. Buying and
selling become conditional. This is the most administratively concrete
feature in the passage and the feature that makes modern payment
and identity systems relevant to analysis.

Fourth, later Revelation treats reception of the mark as morally
significant because it is bound to worship. Revelation 14:9-12 warns

those who worship the beast and receive its mark; Revelation 16:2
associates the mark with those who worship the image; Revelation

19:20 again joins deception, mark, and worship; Revelation 20:4
describes faithful witnesses as those who had not worshiped the beast

or its image and had not received the mark. The canonical evidence
therefore weighs strongly against treating the mark as an accidental
medical procedure, a hidden microchip received unknowingly, or a
financial instrument whose user has no relation to the beast’s
allegiance.

This point deserves emphasis because speculative teaching can
produce serious pastoral harm. Christians have sometimes terrified
sincere believers by suggesting they may accidentally take the mark
through an ordinary transaction, medical treatment, identification
document, phone, or account. Revelation portrays the mark in an
environment of explicit beast worship and conscious opposition to
God. While the precise psychology of every participant is not
described, the mark is not presented as a divine trap set for
uninformed people who click the wrong button.

Fifth, the location on hand or forehead carries theological meaning
beyond physical placement. Revelation intentionally echoes biblical
imagery of identity, ownership, obedience, and sealing. God’s
servants are sealed on their foreheads in Revelation 7:3-4 and bear
the Lamb’s and Father’s name in Revelation 14:1. The symbolism also
resonates with Torah language in which God’s words are to be bound

as a sign on the hand and as a symbol on the forehead (Deuteronomy
6:6-8; Exodus 13:9). That background does not prove that the mark is
merely symbolic, but it reinforces the covenantal contrast: the beast
claims a visible allegiance that counterfeits belonging to God. The

Chapter DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21.c42 | Book DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21 | 12


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2013%3A9&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206%3A6-8&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206%3A6-8&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2014%3A1&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%207%3A3-4&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020%3A4&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2019%3A20&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2019%3A20&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2016%3A2&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2014%3A9-12&version=CSB

PAWNS, POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES | CHAPTER 18

contrast is therefore more fundamental than whether the mark uses
ink, scarification, biometrics, circuitry, or another mechanism.

The claim that the mark must be a microchip is therefore
UNSUPPORTED. The claim that it must be a barcode is
UNSUPPORTED. The claim that a present vaccine, digital wallet,
national identity number, biometric credential, or CBDC is the mark is
UNSUPPORTED without the beastly worship and eschatological
criteria of the text. These technologies may illustrate mechanisms by
which economic permission can be technically administered. They do
not define the mark.

8. 666: Wisdom, Calculation, and the Danger
of Numerological Certainty

The number 666 has become a magnet for speculative arithmetic.
Revelation says, “This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, because it is the
number of a person. Its number is 666.” Revelation 13:18. The verse
itself authorizes calculation, but it does not authorize limitless
numerology.

Ancient readers were familiar with systems in which letters
carried numerical values. This makes forms of gematria historically
plausible. A widely discussed preterist proposal connects 666 with
“Nero Caesar” when transliterated into Hebrew letters, and the
ancient textual variant 616 is often discussed in relation to alternate
spelling (Koester, 2014; Osborne, 2002). Such arguments demonstrate
that the number had potential intelligibility within the first-century
world. They do not settle whether Nero exhausts the prophecy.
Futurist interpreters generally regard Nero and related imperial
figures as historical analogies or prototypes while expecting a future
referent.

The methodological lesson is more important than adopting a
particular arithmetic. Names can be manipulated across alphabets,
transliterations, titles, middle initials, calendars, and number systems
until almost any disliked public figure can be made to equal 666. Once
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the method changes whenever the candidate fails, the exercise
becomes unfalsifiable. That is not wisdom. It is pattern manufacture.

The text itself connects the number to the beast’s identity.
Therefore the number should confirm a biblically adequate
candidate, not manufacture one. A person who lacks the broader
profile of blasphemous world authority, satanically empowered
deception, persecution, worship, and eschatological timing does not
become the Antichrist because an ingenious calculator can produce
666 from a name.

This is another area where humility protects witness. Christians
have repeatedly named living rulers, religious leaders, diplomats,
financiers, and public figures as the Antichrist only to watch the
prediction collapse. Failed identifications do not disprove prophecy.
They discredit careless interpreters. The Church should be slow to
place an eschatological label on a person created in the image of God
when Scripture has not done so.

9. Economic Exclusion: The Prophecy Is
About Permission, Not One Payment
Technology

The buying and selling restriction of Revelation 13:17 is often treated
as if it required one specific monetary technology. It does not. The
text specifies an outcome: economic participation is conditioned on
authorized allegiance. The technical pathway is left unstated.

Historically, governments and communities have restricted
economic access without digital money. Licenses, guild membership,
citizenship, religious conformity, rationing, blacklists, confiscation,
legal disability, banking restrictions, trade sanctions, and political
exclusion can all constrain livelihood. Ancient Christians could
experience pressure through civic, commercial, and religious
networks in which participation in public cults or guild feasts
intersected with economic life. Scholarship differs over how
systematic such coercion was across first-century Asia Minor, and
overstatement should be avoided, but Revelation’s audience did not
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need electronic payments to understand that public loyalty and
economic survival could interact (Koester, 2014; Osborne, 2002).

Modern systems change the speed, granularity, and scalability of
such control. Digital payment rails can deny or delay transactions.
Account-based finance can be frozen. Know-your-customer and anti-
money-laundering systems bind legal identity to financial access.
Sanctions systems can block specified persons or entities. Platform
ecosystems can remove sellers. Identity-linked benefits can be
conditioned on eligibility. None of these practices is automatically
illegitimate. Fraud prevention, sanctions against criminal actors, tax
compliance, and protection against illicit finance can serve real public
goods. The prophetic relevance lies in capacity, not in assuming evil
intent behind every control.

This observation also prevents CBDC reductionism. A central bank
digital currency could be designed with privacy safeguards, offline
functionality, intermediated distribution, limits on central-bank
visibility, or other constraints. It could also, in other designs, interact
with identity and programmable payment conditions. The BIS’s 2025
survey found that 85 of 93 responding central banks, 91 percent, were
exploring a retail CBDC, a wholesale CBDC, or both, with wholesale
work generally more advanced and designs varying significantly by
jurisdiction (Illes et al., 2025). Exploration includes research, pilots,
prototypes, legislative work, and technical experiments. It is not
equivalent to universal issuance.

By 2026, BIS analysis was emphasizing tokenised financial
architectures and programmable platforms. The BIS Annual Economic
Report 2026 described programmable rails linking a tokenised
monetary “trilogy” of central bank reserves, commercial bank money,
and government bonds, while Project Agorda demonstrated a
prototype shared platform for wholesale cross-border payments
involving eight central banks and more than forty regulated
institutions (Bank for International Settlements, 2026). This is
ESTABLISHED technical development. It shows that messaging,
compliance logic, and settlement can be integrated more tightly
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within financial infrastructure while participating monetary
authorities retain jurisdiction-specific control.

It does not mean a global “beast currency” has been launched. The
BIS materials emphasize institutional safeguards, jurisdiction-specific
control, privacy, interoperability, and financial integrity. Modern
financial architecture remains divided by national law, monetary
sovereignty, central-bank mandates, commercial institutions,
technical standards, and political disagreement. The current evidence
therefore supports a narrower conclusion: financial systems
increasingly possess the technical ability to combine identity,
compliance, and automated transaction logic, making economic
permission more administratively precise. The Revelation 13
identification remains UNSUPPORTED.

10. Digital Identity: Authentication Can
Serve Liberty or Control

A Revelation 13-style exclusion system must distinguish authorized
from unauthorized participants. Modern digital identity is therefore
relevant because it can bind a person, credential, entitlement,
account, or attribute to online and offline services at scale. Yet digital
identity is not morally self-interpreting.

The European Union Digital Identity framework illustrates both
capacity and counter-evidence. The European Commission states that
Member States are to make European Digital Identity Wallets
available by the end of 2026. The wallets are designed to allow
citizens, residents, and businesses to authenticate for public and
private services, store documents, share selected attributes, and use
qualified electronic signatures across borders. Yet the legal text is
equally important: Article 5a(15) expressly states that use of the
wallet is voluntary and that access to public and private services, the
labour market, and freedom to conduct business must not be
restricted or made disadvantageous for persons who do not use it.
The framework also requires user control, selective disclosure, and
privacy safeguards (European Commission, 2026a; European
Parliament & Council of the European Union, 2024a).
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A responsible Christian analysis must therefore hold several
judgments together. It is ESTABLISHED that interoperable digital
identity can authenticate a person across many services and
jurisdictions, and it is equally established that such systems can be
designed with privacy-preserving features, alternative access routes,
and legal protections. It is PLAUSIBLE that any sufficiently integrated
identity layer could become a gateway through which access to other
systems is granted or denied if later joined to coercive policy. What
remains UNSUPPORTED is the claim that the European Digital
Identity Wallet is the mark of the beast.

The World Bank’s 2026 technical note on digital identity and
instant payments makes the infrastructural logic even clearer. It
organizes the architecture around digital identity, fast payment
systems, and trusted data exchange, and it examines how verifiable
credentials can carry identity or entitlement information into
payment processes. The stated objective is to improve trust, inclusion,
onboarding, fraud prevention, and transaction authorization, not to
create religious coercion (World Bank, 2026).

Theologically, the danger lies in conditional personhood. A
legitimate identity system says, in effect, “prove who you are for this
lawful transaction.” A totalizing system says, “you may exist
economically only if the central authority recognizes your allegiance.”
Scripture does not condemn identification. Israel used genealogies;
governments counted populations; the apostles used letters of
commendation; Roman citizenship could be proved. The beastly
threshold is crossed when administrative identity is joined to
idolatrous loyalty and becomes the condition of ordinary survival.

The Church should therefore resist both naiveté and panic.
Privacy, due process, decentralization, appeal rights, offline
alternatives, data minimization, and limits on function creep are
legitimate civic concerns. Christians can advocate such safeguards
without claiming prophecy has been fulfilled. Prudence is not fear;
restraint is not complacency.
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11. Biometrics and Remote Identification:
The Body as Credential

Biometrics identify or authenticate persons through bodily or
behavioral characteristics such as fingerprints, facial geometry, iris
patterns, or voice. Their practical appeal is obvious: unlike a
password, a biometric is attached to the person. That same feature
makes biometrics unusually powerful within systems of access
control.

The distinction between verification and remote identification is
crucial. A user who voluntarily presents a fingerprint to unlock a
device or verify identity is participating in a one-to-one comparison.
Remote biometric identification can instead compare a person
captured in public space against a database without the same active
act of presentation. The European Union Artificial Intelligence Act
recognizes this difference and imposes strong restrictions on certain
forms of real-time remote biometric identification for law
enforcement, with narrow exceptions and authorization
requirements. The law also prohibits certain biometric categorization
practices and untargeted scraping of facial images for facial-
recognition databases (European Parliament & Council of the
European Union, 2024b).

The existence of such regulation proves two things at once. First,
the capacity for remote biometric identification is real enough to
require legal control. Second, democratic systems can impose limits
because the technology is not an irresistible autonomous force. These
are both important counterweights to prophecy sensationalism.

Biometrics can contribute to PLAUSIBLE ENABLING CAPACITY
for a future coercive system because they can make identity
persistent, difficult to transfer, and difficult to evade. When biometric
identity is connected with travel, communications, accounts,
employment, public benefits, or payment credentials, the capacity for
correlation increases. But the prophecy does not say the mark is
biometric. Nor does it say that use of a biometric credential
constitutes worship.
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The theological issue is again deeper. Human beings bear the
image of God before they bear a credential. Genesis 1:26-27. No
database confers personhood. No administrative status determines
ultimate worth. A regime becomes spiritually monstrous when it
converts bodily legibility into a condition of conscience, livelihood, or
worship. The Church should therefore defend human dignity in the
design of identity systems now, not because every biometric system is
prophetic evil, but because systems should serve persons rather than
redefine them.

12. Artificial Intelligence and Synthetic
Persuasion: Counterfeit Presence at Scale

Artificial intelligence is often inserted directly into Revelation 13: the
image that speaks is said to be Al, the false prophet becomes an
algorithm, or the beast becomes a superintelligence. Such claims are
rhetorically vivid and exegetically weak.

What can be established is narrower. Modern AI can generate
convincing text, voices, images, and video. It can classify behavior,
recommend content, rank risks, automate decisions, personalize
messages, and operate at a scale impossible for human
administrators alone. As of 16 August 2026, European Union law
provides a useful example of both capability and restraint. The
Artificial Intelligence Act’s prohibited-practice rules have applied in
stages since February 2025, and Article 50 transparency duties
concerning specified Al interactions and Al-generated or manipulated
content apply from 2 August 2026. At the same time, Regulation (EU)
2026/1744 postponed substantial parts of the high-risk regime to 2
December 2027 for Annex III systems and to 2 August 2028 for certain
product-related systems. The legal position is therefore phased rather
than monolithic. The framework regulates biometric identification
and synthetic content while also imposing limits, transparency duties,
and procedural safeguards (European Commission, 2026b; European
Parliament & Council of the European Union, 2024b, 2026).

These capabilities matter because the final system is intensely
mediated by deception. The second beast deceives through signs and

Chapter DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21.c42 | Book DOI 10.65655/ocp.m21 | 19


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2013&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A26-27&version=CSB

PAWNS, POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES | CHAPTER 18

directs worship. Revelation 13:13-14. Paul associates the lawless one
with deceptive wonders. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. Jesus warns of false
messiahs and false prophets whose signs could deceive. Matthew
24:23-25. Al can amplify an environment in which fabricated
testimony and synthetic presence become harder to distinguish from
authentic evidence.

Still, AI does not explain away the supernatural dimension of the
texts. If Scripture attributes the final deception to satanic working, a
purely technological reduction is inadequate. Nor should Christians
assume every astonishing sign will be an illusion produced by
software. The text leaves room for realities that modern naturalism
may be too quick to dismiss. Satan’s power remains creaturely and
subordinate, but biblical theology does not require all deceptive signs
to be technological tricks.

The proper classification is therefore PLAUSIBLE ENABLING
CAPACITY for persuasion, surveillance, classification, and synthetic
representation. The claim “Al is the image of the beast” is
SPECULATION. The claim “a particular Al company is the false
prophet” is UNSUPPORTED. The real spiritual warning is that
populations habituated to synthetic reality may become increasingly
dependent on institutional authentication. When people cannot know
whether an image, voice, document, or person is real, they may
demand trusted intermediaries to certify reality. That dependency
can be beneficial when it protects against fraud, but it can also
centralize epistemic authority. Chapter 16 examined this tension in
detail.

Christians should therefore cultivate verifiable truth-telling as a
form of resistance. The Church should not create fabricated
quotations, manipulated images, false testimonies, or emotionally
powerful claims merely because they support a righteous cause.
Ephesians 4:25 commands believers to put away lying and speak
truth. A Church that practices synthetic deception cannot credibly
resist a future culture of lies.
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13. Surveillance, Data Integration, and the
Administrative Power to Exclude

Surveillance is not one technology. It is a relationship between
observation, identification, storage, correlation, inference, and action.
A camera by itself sees; a database remembers; an identity system
associates; an algorithm classifies; a payment platform authorizes; an
enforcement institution acts. The political significance increases
when these functions become interoperable.

This chapter does not repeat the surveillance histories examined
earlier in the book. The relevant point is architectural. A future
regime seeking to impose Revelation 13-style economic exclusion
would need some way to determine who is compliant and who is not.
In an analog society, that can be done through papers, informants,
local officials, stamps, or physical checkpoints. In a digital society, the
same function can be performed more rapidly through linked
identity, account, communication, location, and transaction data.

The modern world has already demonstrated the general
administrative  possibility of large-scale data correlation.
Governments maintain identity and tax databases. Financial
institutions conduct transaction monitoring. Telecommunications
providers retain network data under differing legal regimes. Online
platforms track accounts and devices. Border systems link identity
and travel. Commercial brokers aggregate consumer information.
These systems are not one database and are not controlled by one
authority. Their fragmentation is important evidence against claims
of a completed global command system.

The danger lies in interoperability plus compulsion.
Interoperability is often beneficial. It can prevent citizens from
repeatedly submitting the same documents, enable cross-border
services, reduce fraud, and increase efficiency. But when systems are
interoperable, a decision in one layer can propagate into other layers.
If a credential becomes a prerequisite for payment, travel,
employment, communication, or public services, losing that
credential can have cascading consequences.
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This is why legal architecture matters as much as technical
architecture. Who can order exclusion? On what evidence? Can the
person appeal? Are decisions automated? Are there alternatives? Can
purposes expand after an emergency? Is data shared beyond the
original use? Does access depend on political, religious, or ideological
conformity? The same infrastructure can support either accountable
administration or authoritarian control depending on law,
institutional design, and moral purpose.

Revelation 13 adds a criterion no current technical audit can detect
by code inspection: worship. The beast system does not merely
classify risk. It conditions life on allegiance to an anti-God power.
Until that theological criterion is present, current surveillance
architecture should be analyzed as capability and governance risk,
not declared fulfillment.

14. The Allegiance Architecture: What a
Revelation 13-Style System Would Actually
Require

A useful way to clarify the modern question is to distinguish the
functions that would have to converge for a comprehensive system of
allegiance and exclusion. This is not a prophecy chart and does not
claim that present institutions have already fused into such a system.
It is an analytical model derived from the biblical text and from the
technological findings of earlier chapters.

At the top of such an architecture would stand sovereignty and
legitimacy. Revelation describes authority extending across peoples
and nations (Revelation 13:7), but the beast does more than issue
rules. It is admired and worshiped, while the second beast supplies
signs and religious validation (Revelation 13:3-4; Revelation 13:11-14).

A final system would therefore need not only coercive reach but a
persuasive account of why its authority deserves ultimate loyalty.
Modern international institutions can coordinate standards, and
national governments can exercise coercive law, but no single
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present body possesses the combined global sovereignty and cultic
legitimacy Revelation attributes to the beast.

Beneath that level would lie identity and transaction capacity.
Economic permission must attach to identifiable persons, and buying
or selling must be conditionable. Digital identity and biometrics can
associate a person with a credential; bank accounts, card networks,
instant-payment systems, sanctions infrastructure, platform
marketplaces, and emerging tokenised architectures can authorize or
refuse transactions according to rules. These are genuine
administrative capacities. They constitute PLAUSIBLE ENABLING
CAPACITY, not proof of the mark, and CBDCs remain only one
possible instrument among many.

A further level would combine information and enforcement.
The system described by Revelation does not merely know who
complies; it deceives, communicates, identifies refusal, and imposes
concrete consequences. Modern media, synthetic content, algorithmic
ranking, and data integration can increase persuasive reach, while
state institutions can impose legal penalties. Yet decentralized
communication, competing jurisdictions, encryption, judicial review,
political opposition, and institutional fragmentation remain
significant counterforces. No present transnational system
universally enforces beast worship, and that absence is decisive.

The deepest dimension is spiritual. Revelation locates the dragon
behind the beast and makes idolatrous worship central to the crisis. A
complete Revelation 13 model can therefore never be established by
identifying hardware, payment rails, or databases alone. The present
world possesses increasingly sophisticated identity, payment, data,
communication, and automated-decision capacities, but it does not
presently satisfy the combined sovereignty, worship, eschatological,
and satanic criteria of the text. Precisely because partial resemblance
can be striking, evidentiary restraint is indispensable.
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15. Revelation 17: The Alliance Between
Seduction and Political Power

Chapter 17 treated Revelation 17 as part of the broader convergence
question. Here only one feature is needed for the architecture of
allegiance: the woman and the beast are allied, but the alliance is
unstable.

The woman is portrayed as a corrupt, intoxicating, luxurious,
persecuting power seated on the beast. Kings are implicated in her
immorality, and earth-dwellers are intoxicated. Revelation 17:1-6.
Interpretations differ sharply over whether “Babylon” should be
identified primarily with Rome, a future religious-commercial center,
a symbolic world-city, or a transhistorical anti-God system
culminating in the future. The futurist framework adopted in this
book expects a final embodiment while acknowledging the first-
century Roman horizon.

The key point for Chapter 18 is that political authority can borrow
religious legitimacy and religious systems can borrow political
force. This pattern has abundant historical analogies. Emperors used
cult; rulers wused clergy; ideological states developed sacred
narratives; religious institutions sought state protection. None of
these analogies proves the identity of Revelation’s woman.

The alliance also destroys itself. The ten horns and the beast
ultimately turn against the woman. Revelation 17:16-17. This is a
profound warning against imagining evil systems as perfectly unified.
Coalitions formed by pride and instrumental alliance contain the

seeds of betrayal. Satanic unity is counterfeit unity. It can coordinate
against God while remaining internally devouring.

That observation is relevant to claims about secret hierarchies. The
fact that powerful actors cooperate does not imply permanent
harmony. Historical elites compete. States rival. Institutions seek
jurisdiction. Corporations fight for market share. Alliances fracture.
Revelation itself portrays a final anti-God coalition that becomes
violently self-consuming. A theology of conspiracy that requires
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seamless elite solidarity is not only historically weak; it can also miss
the biblical portrayal of rebellious power.

Christians should therefore resist the urge to name a current
denomination, religion, interfaith organization, city, ethnicity, or
institution as Revelation 17’s final Babylon without the full textual
criteria. Such naming can become slander and collective guilt. The
chapter’s purpose is to identify the moral architecture: seduction,
luxury, persecution, religious-political alliance, and eventual
judgment.

16. Empire, Commerce, Religion, and
Coercion: The System Is More Than a
Government

Revelation 13, 17, and 18 together depict more than a solitary
dictator. They portray a systemic order in which political authority,
worship, commerce, communication, and coercion interact. This is
why the title “Antichrist system” is useful when carefully defined. It
refers not to an invisible committee controlling every institution, but
to the institutional environment through which final anti-Christian
allegiance becomes socially enforceable.

Political authority supplies rule and punishment. Religious or
ideological authority supplies sacred meaning. Commercial systems
make livelihood conditional. Information systems normalize the
regime’s claims and marginalize dissent. Administrative systems
identify and classify. Coercive systems punish refusal. The person of
the final ruler is central, but his power operates through institutions.

This system-level reading should not be confused with structural
determinism. Institutions do not erase human moral agency.
Revelation repeatedly addresses persons who worship, follow,
receive, refuse, endure, overcome, or bear witness. Ordinary people
participate in Babylon’s economy; merchants mourn its fall; kings
cooperate; saints suffer; witnesses refuse. The final system therefore
cannot be reduced to what “elites” do to “the masses.” It includes
choices made throughout society.
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That point is spiritually searching. Christians can condemn global
financial control while worshiping money. They can oppose
propaganda while forwarding falsehoods. They can denounce state
idolatry while treating a favored leader as politically messianic. They
can fear a future mark while already allowing career, reputation, or
access to dictate conscience. The crisis of allegiance begins before the
final crisis because the heart practices loyalty daily.

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:24 is therefore eschatologically
relevant: no one can serve two masters, and one cannot serve both
God and money. The point is not that ordinary commerce is the beast
system. It is that economic dependency can become spiritually
decisive when livelihood is used to command worship. Revelation 13
radicalizes a conflict already present in discipleship: what will a
person do when obedience to God becomes expensive?

17. Present Precursors: What Can Be Called
“Antichrist” Now?

John’s letters allow Christians to use antichrist language in the
present, but they also discipline that use. The spirit of antichrist is
identified doctrinally by denial of Jesus Christ and opposition to the
apostolic confession. 1 John 4:1-3. “Many antichrists” had already
appeared. 1 John 2:18. The present precursor is therefore not defined
first by secret membership, elite status, or technological innovation.

A present system or movement can display antichrist
characteristics when it denies Christ, displaces His authority,
persecutes Christian fidelity, demands idolatrous loyalty, or builds
identity upon rebellion against God. That theological judgment must
still be applied with care. Christians should distinguish between a
person who is mistaken, a secular institution operating within
legitimate competence, an ideology that contradicts Scripture, a
persecuting regime, and the final eschatological system.

Historical precursors are real. Imperial cults treated political
loyalty as sacred. Totalitarian regimes created personality cults,
ideological orthodoxy, surveillance, propaganda, and economic
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penalties. Communist states persecuted churches and demanded
ideological conformity. Fascist regimes sacralized nation and leader.
Other authoritarian systems have tied public loyalty to access,
employment, or safety. These analogies help the Church understand
how political power can become religious without requiring an
uninterrupted secret lineage from ancient empires to the future
beast.

Technological precursors should be described even more carefully.
A digital identity system is not “antichrist” because it is digital. A
biometric system is not satanic because it reads faces. An Al system is
not the beast because it can generate language. A payment platform is
not the mark because it can block a transaction. These tools become
spiritually significant according to the authority, purpose,
truthfulness, and allegiance structure in which they are embedded.

The Church should therefore use the language of precursor for
moral patterns, not for speculative genealogies. A precursor is a
historical demonstration that a form of coercion, deification,
persecution, or deception is humanly possible. It can train
discernment without becoming a claim that the exact end-time
sequence has begun.

18. Why Naming Contemporary Individuals
as the Antichrist Is Reckless

The temptation to identify a living person as the Antichrist is
perennial because prophecy feels more urgent when attached to a
face. It is also one of the easiest ways for Christians to damage their
credibility.

The biblical profile is demanding. A credible candidate would need
to fit the integrated pattern of final rebellion, exceptional authority,
blasphemous  self-exaltation, satanically empowered  signs,
persecution, enforced worship, economic exclusion, and proximity to
Christ’s decisive judgment. Political charisma, wealth, international
influence, hostility to Christianity, unusual ancestry, a name that can
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be manipulated into 666, or membership in elite organizations does
not satisfy this profile.

A second problem is moral. False identification can become false
witness. Exodus 20:16 applies to eschatology. A Christian may
strongly criticize a ruler’s policies, corruption, persecution, or
ideology without assigning a prophetic identity Scripture has not
revealed. Responsible accusation names the act, cites the evidence,
and distinguishes wrongdoing from eschatological status.

A third problem is pastoral. Repeated failed identifications train
believers either to panic or to become cynical about prophecy.
Sensational teachers may gain attention by presenting each
international crisis as decisive and each public figure as the probable
Antichrist. When the prediction fails, the audience is often moved to
the next candidate without repentance for the false confidence. This
produces a culture in which prophecy becomes entertainment rather
than sanctification.

A fourth problem is strategic. Obsession with one candidate can
blind the Church to the broader architecture of allegiance. If believers
believe the Antichrist must look like an obviously evil dictator, they
may fail to recognize how people can voluntarily surrender
conscience to a charismatic savior figure, a therapeutic ideology, a
security system, a national myth, an economic promise, or a religious
counterfeit.

The wise posture is therefore vigilance without nomination.
Scripture gives enough information to recognize the final system
when God’s appointed events unfold. It does not require believers to
maintain a speculative shortlist.

19. The Moral Architecture of Allegiance:

Worship, Obedience, Livelihood, and Fear

The final crisis can be understood through four interlocking human
pressures: worship, obedience, livelihood, and fear. Worship answers
the decisive question, “Who is ultimate?” The beast demands what
belongs to God, and Revelation repeatedly places worship at the
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center of the conflict (Revelation 13:4; Revelation 13:8; Revelation
13:12). Obedience then gives that worship public form. Allegiance is
not confined to private admiration; it becomes visible through
participation in the order the beast establishes.

Livelihood makes obedience costly. The restriction on buying and
selling pressures conscience through food, work, property, trade, and
ordinary economic life (Revelation 13:16-17). Fear gives the pressure
emotional force, because refusal can lead not only to exclusion but to

death (Revelation 13:15). Together these pressures show why the
prophecy is ultimately about worship under coercion, not about
fascination with a device.

This fourfold architecture explains why spiritual preparation
matters more than technological prediction. A believer may reject
every digital wallet and still be unprepared to suffer. Another may
use a lawful digital identity and remain utterly faithful to Christ. The
decisive question is not whether a device touched the right hand. It is
whether the heart, confession, and embodied obedience belong to the
Lamb.

Daniel 3 provides a powerful canonical analogy. Nebuchadnezzar’s
image is accompanied by music, public ceremony, universal
command, and a death penalty for refusal. Daniel 3:1-18. Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego do not defeat the system by decoding its
technology. They refuse worship. Their confession is striking because
it rejects transactional faith: God is able to deliver them, but even if
He does not, they will not serve the king’s gods. Daniel 3:16-18.

Daniel 6 provides another analogy. Daniel’s enemies manipulate
law so that ordinary prayer becomes disobedience to the state. Daniel
6:4-10. Daniel does not manufacture a crisis, but when law invades
worship, he remains faithful. These narratives are not identical to
Revelation 13, yet they train the Church in the moral muscle
Revelation requires.

The New Testament adds the apostolic principle: “We must obey
God rather than people.” Acts 5:29. This does not authorize
anarchism. The same apostolic witness commands respect for
legitimate authority. The principle instead defines the limit of
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obedience: when human authority commands what God forbids or
forbids what God commands, allegiance to Christ takes precedence.

20. Faithfulness Under Pressure: What the
Church Must Practice Before the Crisis

A Church preparing for Christ’s return should not be built around
permanent fear of the beast. It should be built around durable fidelity
to Christ, and that fidelity must be practiced before any climactic
crisis arrives.

Truthfulness under social pressure is foundational. Small lies train
the conscience for larger compromises. A Christian who distorts
evidence for political advantage is not becoming more discerning; he
or she is practicing the logic of the father of lies rather than the
character of the God of truth (John 8:44; Ephesians 4:25). The Church
must therefore refuse fabricated quotations, convenient
exaggerations, and partisan falsehoods even when they appear to
advance a righteous cause.

Contentment under economic pressure is equally necessary.
Revelation’s buying and selling restriction is frightening precisely
because livelihood matters. A church habituated to luxury, status, or
unmanageable debt may find economic coercion especially powerful.
Paul’s insistence that godliness with contentment is great gain is
therefore not marginal spirituality but preparation for a costly
discipleship (1 Timothy 6:6-10). Freedom from the love of money
strengthens freedom of conscience.

Community before isolation is another form of preparation.
Coercive systems become more powerful when individuals are
socially and materially alone. The New Testament forms churches
that share burdens, practice hospitality, care for the poor, and refuse
to abandon gathering (Hebrews 10:24-25; Galatians 6:2; 1 John 3:16-
18). Christian community cannot guarantee material safety, but it can
ensure that costly faithfulness is not borne in needless solitude.

Doctrinal discernment must remain central because the antichrist
spirit is first described through false Christology. A congregation that
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cannot explain who Jesus is will not be protected by geopolitical
awareness. The confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God
come in the flesh, crucified for sins and raised from the dead, stands
at the center of apostolic fidelity (1 John 4:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

Courage must be joined to love. Persecutors remain human beings
for whom Christians may pray. Jesus commands love of enemies
(Matthew 5:43-48), and Stephen prayed while being killed (Acts 7:54-
60). Revelation’s martyrs overcome not by becoming violent mirrors
of the beast but by fidelity to the Lamb (Revelation 12:11). Courage
without hatred is not weakness; it is evidence that the beast has failed
to reproduce its own spirit in the saints.

Political obedience must remain bounded by worship. No nation,
party, constitutional arrangement, revolutionary movement, or
leader is the kingdom of God. Christians may defend just institutions
and oppose tyranny, but they cannot assign salvific meaning to
politics. The beast system is the final exposure of what political
idolatry always tends toward: delegated authority demanding
ultimate allegiance.

Material mercy makes these commitments concrete. If economic
exclusion becomes a tool of persecution in any age, the Church should
already know how to care for those who lose work, housing,
reputation, or access because of conscience (Hebrews 13:3; James
2:14-17). A congregation that preaches courage but abandons costly
witnesses is not ready for persecution.

21. Spiritual Warfare Without Superstition:
The Real Enemy Is Not Flesh and Blood

The Antichrist system is explicitly spiritual, but spiritual
interpretation can be abused. Christians must not use Revelation as
permission to demonize people, ethnicities, professions, religions,
technologies, or institutions.

Paul states that the struggle is not against flesh and blood but
against rulers, authorities, cosmic powers of darkness, and spiritual
forces of evil. Ephesians 6:10-18. This does not mean human actors
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are morally innocent. Governments can persecute. Corporations can
deceive. Religious leaders can corrupt. Citizens can comply. Human
beings remain responsible. The text means that the ultimate conflict
is deeper than hatred of human opponents.

This has practical consequences. A Christian researcher can expose
documented deception without wishing damnation upon deceivers. A
church can resist an unjust mandate without dehumanizing officials.
A believer can criticize a billionaire, banker, technologist, intelligence
officer, religious leader, or politician without imagining that
occupation or social class defines spiritual identity. The gospel
reaches every class with the same command to repent and believe.

The armor of God also defines the proper weapons: truth,
righteousness, readiness with the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the
Word of God, and prayer. Ephesians 6:13-18. The Church is not
instructed to defeat the beast by discovering a secret document
before everyone else. It is instructed to stand.

This is particularly important for readers attracted to stigmatized
or suppressed knowledge. As earlier chapters established from
official and declassified records, governments and other institutions
have at times concealed covert programs, information operations,
and misconduct from the public. That history justifies vigilance; it
does not justify credulity. Forbidden or alternative information can
itself become a counterfeit spirituality when salvation is imagined to
lie in seeing behind the curtain. The Antichrist system is not
overcome by possessing a superior conspiracy map. Revelation 12:11
says the saints overcome through the blood of the Lamb and the word
of their testimony, loving not their lives even unto death.

The deepest preparation is therefore union with Christ.

22. The Evidence Verdict: What Scripture
Establishes and What the Present Does Not

The conclusions of this chapter can now be stated with precision
without flattening different kinds of evidence into one category. At
the level of DIRECT BIBLICAL TEACHING, the New Testament
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teaches that antichrist deception is already active through denial of
Christ and that a climactic rebellion will involve extraordinary anti-
God authority, deception, persecution, worship, and economic
exclusion. 1 John 2:18-23, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12, and Revelation 13:1-
18 are decisive for that conclusion.

Within the futurist premillennial framework adopted in this book,
Daniel’s final boastful ruler, Paul’s man of lawlessness, and
Revelation’s beast are best understood as correlated aspects of a
future personal ruler and his system. Because serious alternative
readings emphasize Antiochus IV, Nero, Rome, recurrent symbolic
empire, or combinations of historical and future reference, this
correlation should be classified as a STRONG ESCHATOLOGICAL
INTERPRETATION, not as a lexical identity explicitly stated in one
verse.

A second point of DIRECT BIBLICAL TEACHING concerns the
mark. Revelation ties it to the beast’s identity, economic participation,
and the broader context of worship. Scripture does not identify the
mark as a barcode, vaccine, microchip, biometric credential,
smartphone, digital wallet, CBDC, or Al system. Any claim that one of
those technologies is the mark must therefore establish the wider
biblical criteria rather than rely on technical resemblance.

On the contemporary evidence, it is ESTABLISHED MODERN
CAPABILITY that interoperable digital identity can authenticate
persons across services; biometrics can persistently identify; fast-
payment systems can execute transactions at scale; programmable
financial architectures can automate elements of messaging,
compliance, and settlement; AI can generate synthetic media and
automate classification; remote biometric identification is technically
feasible; and digital infrastructures can connect identity, payments,
and trusted data exchange (Bank for International Settlements, 2026;
European Commission, 2026a, 2026b; European Parliament & Council
of the European Union, 2024a, 2024b, 2026; Illes et al., 2025; World
Bank, 2026). Under a sufficiently coercive political and religious
regime, these capabilities could make identification, monitoring,
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authorization, and exclusion faster and more scalable than in earlier
eras. That narrower judgment is PLAUSIBLE ENABLING CAPACITY.

The counter-evidence is equally significant and must remain
visible. Present systems are legally, politically, and technically
fragmented. The European Digital Identity framework expressly
protects voluntary use and alternative access; CBDC designs vary, and
most central banks exploring CBDCs have not issued universal retail
systems; the EU Al framework contains prohibitions, transparency
duties, and delayed high-risk implementation timelines; and financial
infrastructure remains jurisdictionally plural. No single current
institution possesses the combined sovereignty, religious legitimacy,
worship structure, global enforcement, satanic signs, and
eschatological profile described in Revelation 13.

Accordingly, it remains UNSUPPORTED to identify the European
Union Digital Identity Wallet, a CBDC project, a biometric system,
artificial intelligence, a vaccine credential, the United Nations, the
World Economic Forum, a current religious institution, or any living
public figure as the final mark, beast, false prophet, or Antichrist
solely on the basis of present resemblance. It is likewise
UNSUPPORTED to claim that secret networks already exercise
seamless unitary command over all major governments, banks,
media, technologies, and religious institutions. Earlier chapters
documented genuine elite coordination, covert action, institutional
influence, and information management, but not an omnipotent
centralized human hierarchy.

The conclusion is therefore neither denial nor sensational
affirmation. The modern world contains significant enabling
capacities. Scripture describes a future system whose complete moral
and eschatological profile is not presently established. Christians
should pay attention precisely because they refuse to lie about what
the evidence does not prove.

23. The Blessed Hope Without Date-Setting

The pre-tribulation perspective adopted by this book expects the
Church to be gathered to Christ before the climactic period of divine
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wrath and the final tribulation system reaches its full expression. The
detailed exegetical case belongs to Chapter 19. It would violate the
chapter ledger to reproduce that argument here.

One pastoral implication, however, belongs here. The pre-
tribulation hope must never be used to make Christians indifferent to
present persecution or careless about fidelity. Believers in many parts
of the world already face imprisonment, violence, economic
discrimination, and social exclusion for Christ. A doctrine of
imminent hope that produces apathy toward suffering Christians has
contradicted the New Testament’s ethic of solidarity.

Nor should pre-tribulation expectation become a technological
countdown. The fact that an identity wallet launches, a central bank
pilots a digital currency, an Al law enters force, or a new surveillance
technology appears does not calculate the date of the rapture. Jesus
forbids date-setting confidence and calls His servants to watchfulness.
Matthew 24:36-44. Paul presents the coming of the Lord as comfort
and holiness, not an invitation to timetable obsession. 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. Titus joins the Blessed
Hope to self-control, righteousness, godliness, and zeal for good
works. Titus 2:11-14.

Christians who expect Christ imminently should therefore be
unusually difficult to coerce. Their deepest citizenship is in heaven.
Philippians 3:20-21. Their lives are hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:1-4. Their treasure is not secure because a payment
system approves it. The Blessed Hope relativizes every earthly
gatekeeper.

This does not make believers reckless with technology or politics. It
makes them free. They can advocate privacy, due process, free
conscience, and accountable government without imagining those
safeguards can prevent every future evil. They can oppose
persecution without believing national sovereignty is the kingdom.
They can prepare prudently without hoarding fear. Their hope is a
Person.
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24. Conclusion: Refuse the Beast Before You
Ever See the Mark

The most important lesson of the Antichrist system is not that
Christians should become experts in guessing future hardware. It is
that they should become people whose allegiance cannot be
purchased.

Scripture describes a final order in which rebellion becomes
personal, political authority becomes sacred, deception becomes
persuasive, worship becomes compulsory, livelihood becomes
conditional, and fear becomes an instrument of obedience. The
system is beastly because it asks creatures to surrender to created
power what belongs to the Creator.

The modern world has developed capacities that make parts of this
architecture technically intelligible. Identity can be authenticated
across services. Biometric systems can recognize persons. Payment
systems can execute or deny transactions almost instantly. Tokenised
platforms can integrate compliance and settlement. Al can synthesize
persuasive content. Data systems can correlate behavior. These are
not fantasies. They are documented capabilities.

But truth requires the other half of the sentence. No present digital
identity scheme, CBDC project, Al system, global institution, religious
body, or public figure examined in this book has been demonstrated
to be the final beast system. Current infrastructures remain
fragmented. Many include rights protections and voluntary features.
The mark’s theological connection to beast worship has not been
established in present technologies. The final ruler has not been
responsibly identified. The timing has not been revealed.

The Church therefore has no biblical permission to panic, slander,
or invent evidence. It has every biblical reason to prepare spiritually.

Preparation means refusing small idolatries now. If career is lord,
the beast will not need much leverage. If money is lord, buying and
selling will be a powerful chain. If political tribe is lord, a charismatic
ruler can redefine conscience. If institutional approval is lord,
exclusion will feel like death. If secret knowledge is lord, deception
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can arrive wearing the costume of “inside information.” If personal
safety is lord, fear can dictate worship.

Christ calls His people to another allegiance. He purchased them
not with a credential but with His blood. 1 Peter 1:18-19. He is the true
image of the invisible God. Colossians 1:15-20. He possesses all
authority in heaven and on earth. Matthew 28:18-20. He is worthy of
worship because He was slain and redeemed a people for God.
Revelation 5:9-14. The beast imitates authority; Christ possesses it.
The false prophet manufactures legitimacy; Christ is Truth. The mark
claims ownership; believers have already been sealed by God.
Ephesians 1:13-14. Babylon sells security; Christ gives a kingdom that
cannot be shaken. Hebrews 12:28.

For the unbelieving reader, the warning is more personal than any
prophecy chart. The final judgment of evil does not automatically
place anyone among the redeemed. Salvation is not gained by
distrusting global institutions, rejecting digital currency, studying
secret societies, or identifying propaganda. Every sinner needs
reconciliation with God. Jesus Christ died for sins, was buried, and
was raised on the third day. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. God now commands
people everywhere to repent. Acts 17:30-31. Whoever trusts the Son
has eternal life. John 3:16-18, John 3:36.

For the Church, the trumpet call is clear. Love truth more than
belonging. Love Christ more than comfort. Know Scripture more
deeply than rumors. Build churches capable of caring for costly
faithfulness. Pray for rulers without worshiping them. Defend
conscience without hatred. Use technology without surrendering
personhood to it. Resist lies whether they come from official
institutions or dissident personalities. Proclaim the gospel while there
is opportunity. Live holy lives. Be ready.

Chapter 19 now turns from the system believers must never
worship to the Person believers are waiting to see. The question is not
merely how the final crisis will operate, but why the New Testament
calls Christ’s return the Church’s Blessed Hope and how the pre-
tribulation expectation can be argued from Scripture without date-
setting, fear, or speculative excess.
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