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CHAPTER 8

THE ROUND TABLE AND THE ANGLO-AMERICAN 
ESTABLISHMENT
Rhodes, Milner, Curtis, Imperial Federation, and the Architecture of Informal Power

"Whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant." (Mark 10:43)

1. From Financial Leverage to Network Power
Chapter 7 examined money as a mechanism of influence. This chapter turns to a different mechanism: 
the durable human network.  A bank can condition access to credit,  but  a network can shape what 
questions are asked before money is ever committed. It can identify promising young people, introduce 
them  to  patrons,  circulate  memoranda,  place  trusted  colleagues  in  institutions,  sponsor  journals, 
convene private discussions, cultivate policymakers, and maintain relationships across decades. None of 
those practices is automatically unlawful or conspiratorial. They are also among the most effective ways 
by which a small circle can exercise influence disproportionate to its numbers.

The Rhodes-Milner-Round Table milieu is therefore an unusually important case study. It has been 
described  in  sharply  different  ways.  Carroll  Quigley  presented  it  as  a  disciplined  Anglo-American 
establishment growing from Cecil Rhodes's imperial vision, passing through Alfred Milner's circle, and 
later expressing itself  through Round Table groups and institutions of international affairs (Quigley, 
1966,  1981).  W.  Cleon  Skousen  reproduced  and  amplified  Quigley's  interpretation  for  a  popular 
audience, while later conspiracy literature often treated Quigley's account as proof of a single covert 
hierarchy controlling British and American policy. At the opposite extreme, some discussions reduce the 
same actors to ordinary imperial intellectuals, administrators, and clubmen whose connections deserve 
no special scrutiny. Both reductions are inadequate.

The documentary record establishes something more interesting than either caricature. Cecil Rhodes 
did write about a secret society dedicated to a far-reaching political project. His early wills and political  
notes connected wealth, elite recruitment, education, imperial federation, and Anglo-American union. 
Alfred Milner later gathered a recognizable group of talented young administrators in South Africa. 
Members of that circle remained closely connected, pursued constitutional and imperial reform, helped 
create  the  Round  Table  movement,  founded  a  journal,  circulated  memoranda,  and  later  occupied 
consequential positions in government, finance, diplomacy, journalism, law, and public affairs. Lionel 
Curtis became one of the most persistent intellectual organizers of the movement. Archival collections at 
Oxford preserve correspondence, minutes,  reports,  memoranda, and administrative records showing 
that  the  Round Table  was  not  an  invention  of  later  polemicists.  The  movement  existed,  organized, 
deliberated, recruited, published, and sought influence (Bodleian Libraries, n.d.-a; May, 1995; Nimocks, 
1968).

What the same evidence does not automatically establish is equally important. It does not prove that 
every  person  associated  with  Rhodes,  Milner,  the  Round  Table,  Chatham  House,  the  Rhodes 
Scholarships, or later American policy circles belonged to one hidden command structure. It does not 
prove that the network dictated all British foreign policy, caused the world wars, controlled every major  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A43&version=CSB
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newspaper, or operated as a seamless secret government through the twentieth century. Influence must 
be demonstrated issue by issue. A network can be real without being omnipotent. A movement can be 
coordinated without being monolithic. A private circle can possess privileged access without controlling 
every outcome.

This distinction is not a concession to establishment history. It is the condition for exposing power 
accurately.  Chapter  2  established  that  a  strong  investigation  must  distinguish  membership  from 
command, access from obedience, agreement from coordination, and coordination from causation. The 
Round Table case allows those distinctions to be applied to a network whose existence is beyond serious 
dispute but whose degree of control remains contested.

The deeper question is therefore not, "Did an elite network exist?" It did. The harder questions are: 
What exactly did its founders intend? How was the network organized? Which institutions carried its 
ideas? Where can influence be demonstrated? Where did plans fail? How did imperial federation mutate 
into  Commonwealth  and  internationalist  thinking?  And  why  does  this  model  of  power  matter  for 
Christians who are commanded to reject both naive trust and reckless accusation?

2. Cecil Rhodes: Wealth, Empire, and a Documented Political Vision
Cecil John Rhodes cannot be understood merely as a philanthropist who endowed scholarships. He was 
a  mining  magnate,  politician,  imperial  strategist,  and  one  of  the  most  consequential  British 
expansionists  of  the  late  nineteenth  century.  He  accumulated  immense  wealth  in  southern  Africa, 
became prime minister of the Cape Colony, and tied commercial ambition to a political vision of British 
imperial  expansion.  His  career  also  belonged  to  a  colonial  order  structured  by  racial  hierarchy, 
dispossession,  unequal  political  power,  and  the  extraction  of  African  labor  and  resources.  Any 
discussion that celebrates his global vision while suppressing those realities is historically incomplete. 
The Rhodes Trust itself now publicly acknowledges the connection between Rhodes's wealth and the 
human and material resources of southern Africa, a recognition that does not erase the past but does 
prevent the scholarship legacy from being detached from its historical foundations (Rhodes Trust, n.d.-
c).

Rhodes's  surviving political  writings  show that  his  ambition went  beyond acquiring territory or 
personal  wealth.  In  materials  published  after  his  death  by  W.  T.  Stead,  Rhodes  described  British 
expansion as a civilizational mission and imagined the closer union of the English-speaking world. His 
language was explicitly hierarchical. He believed British institutions and Anglo-Saxon political culture 
possessed  a  superior  capacity  for  governing  large  parts  of  humanity.  That  worldview  reflected  a 
powerful current of Victorian imperialism, but Rhodes's distinctive contribution was to connect it to 
concentrated private wealth, deliberate elite formation, and long-range organization (Rhodes, 1902).

This is where the historical record becomes unusually important for a book concerned with hidden 
power. The claim that Rhodes imagined a secret society is not a twentieth-century invention. In his 1891 
notes to Stead, reproduced on page 73 of the 1902 volume, Rhodes wrote that "The only thing feasible to  
carry this idea out is a secret one (society)" (Rhodes, 1902, p. 73). The surrounding passage links secrecy  
with the gradual concentration of wealth and talented minds toward a political project involving the 
English-speaking world. Whatever later writers added to this idea, the basic documentary fact is secure.

The earlier materials are consistent with that aspiration. Stead reported that Rhodes's 1877 political 
reflections  envisioned a  quasi-religious  association whose members would work across  the Empire, 
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influence universities and schools, identify young men of promise, and advocate closer imperial union. 
Stead also published the history of Rhodes's early wills, including the 1877 will that devoted his estate to 
purposes associated with the extension and consolidation of  British power.  Because Stead was both 
participant and interpreter, his narrative must be read critically. He was not a neutral archivist. Yet the 
significance of the volume lies partly in the reproduction of Rhodes's own writings and the identification 
of surviving testamentary materials whose archival trail can be checked against collections such as the 
Rhodes Papers at the Bodleian Libraries (Bodleian Libraries, n.d.-b; Rhodes, 1902).

The  strongest  conclusion  is  therefore  bounded  but  serious.  ESTABLISHED:  Rhodes  articulated  a 
political vision that included secrecy, organized elite cooperation, the use of wealth for public-political 
ends,  educational  influence,  imperial  consolidation,  and  eventual  Anglo-American  alignment.  His 
writings  demonstrate  intent  at  the  level  of  political  imagination.  They  do  not,  by  themselves, 
demonstrate  that  every  institutional  form  later  attributed  to  him  was  successfully  created  or 
continuously governed according to a master plan.

That boundary matters because intention is not implementation. Human beings leave behind grand 
designs that fail, fragment, or are repurposed by successors. A secret-society proposal in 1877 or 1891 
does not by itself prove a century-long command chain. To establish continuity,  the historian needs 
additional  evidence:  named  participants,  correspondence,  organizational  practice,  shared  funding, 
recurring meetings, policy interventions, and institutional succession. It is precisely at this point that 
Alfred Milner and his associates enter the story.

3. The Wills: What They Prove and What They Do Not
Rhodes's wills have acquired almost talismanic status in later literature. Some writers treat them as the 
founding  constitution  of  an  organization  that  subsequently  controlled  the  English-speaking  world. 
Others avoid them because the language is uncomfortable for a conventional story of scholarships and 
philanthropy. A responsible account must do neither.

The wills and political  notes establish continuity in Rhodes's personal aspiration. From his early 
adulthood he repeatedly returned to the problem of how wealth might outlive the individual and serve a 
political-civilizational purpose. He changed trustees and legal arrangements, but the intellectual theme 
persisted:  bind  wealth  to  a  long-term  project  rather  than  allow  it  to  dissipate  through  ordinary 
inheritance. That is historically significant because it shows how private capital can be converted into 
durable institutional influence. Wealth need not purchase a government directly to affect history. It can 
endow  institutions,  fund  travel  and  education,  support  publications,  create  fellowships,  sustain 
organizers between official posts, and give a project time horizons longer than electoral cycles.

The  final  will,  however,  is  not  identical  to  the  earlier  secret-society  schemes.  It  established  the 
Rhodes Scholarships in a legal and public form. The scholarships created an international educational 
institution  centered  on  Oxford,  with  criteria  that  sought  not  only  academic  ability  but  qualities  of 
character,  leadership,  energy,  and public purpose.  The Rhodes Trust's  current account describes the 
scholarship as created through Rhodes's will and emphasizes the intention to bring promising leaders to 
Oxford in ways that could build mutual understanding and fellowship (Rhodes Trust, n.d.-a, n.d.-b). The 
public scholarship mechanism is therefore real and influential in its own right.

But educational networking is not identical to covert political command. A Rhodes Scholar may enter 
government, journalism, academia, business, ministry, science, activism, or private life and hold beliefs 
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sharply opposed to other Rhodes Scholars. Shared selection into a prestigious fellowship creates social 
capital, common experiences, and relationships. It does not create proof of obedience to a hidden center. 
The same principle applies to elite universities, military academies, religious seminaries, professional 
fellowships, and corporate leadership programs. They can shape outlook and create networks without 
producing ideological uniformity.

Quigley's interpretation goes further. In The Anglo-American Establishment, he argues that Rhodes's 
secret-society conception passed through a central circle of associates and later into Milner's network. 
This is a historical thesis, not a self-proving fact. It gains plausibility from the genuine overlap among 
Rhodes, Stead, Milner, Rhodes trustees, imperial reformers, and later Round Table personnel. It becomes 
weaker when later readers treat every institution touched by a member as an obedient arm of one 
permanent organization.

The correct evidentiary classification is therefore twofold. The secret-society aspiration in Rhodes's 
writings is ESTABLISHED. The claim that those writings functioned as the enforceable constitution of a 
single  continuously  operating  secret  order  governing  later  institutions  is  CONTESTED.  There  is 
documented continuity of people, ideas, relationships, and resources. There is not sufficient evidence to 
collapse all those continuities into one uninterrupted chain of command.

That distinction reveals a broader lesson. The most consequential forms of elite power often do not 
require the rigid architecture imagined by conspiracy literature. A shared worldview, repeated contact, 
patronage,  institutional  access,  and  the  capacity  to  keep  a  project  alive  across  generations  can  be 
politically powerful even when participants disagree and no supreme director issues orders. Informal 
power can be harder to map precisely because it operates through trust, prestige, habit, and selective 
coordination rather than a public organizational chart.

4. Alfred Milner and the Formation of a Governing Network
Alfred Milner provides the crucial bridge between Rhodes's political imagination and the more clearly 
documented network that  emerged in the  early  twentieth century.  Milner  was  not  simply  Rhodes's 
executor in an ideological sense, and it would be misleading to portray every later action as obedience to 
Rhodes. He was a formidable imperial administrator with his own convictions. Yet the personnel and 
institutional  continuities  are  substantial  enough  that  the  phrase  "Rhodes-Milner"  is  historically 
meaningful when used with care.

Milner served as High Commissioner for Southern Africa and Governor of the Cape Colony during 
the period of acute conflict that culminated in the South African War. After the war he faced the difficult 
task of reconstructing the former Boer republics within a British imperial framework. To assist him he 
recruited  a  group  of  comparatively  young,  highly  educated  administrators,  many  with  Oxford 
connections. They became known, sometimes mockingly, as "Milner's Kindergarten." Walter Nimocks's 
archival study identifies the circle as a genuine coterie rather than a retrospective invention and traces 
its later development into the Round Table movement (Nimocks, 1968).

The importance of  the Kindergarten was not  that  its  members possessed magical  unanimity.  Its 
importance lay in apprenticeship, trust, and placement. These men worked under a powerful patron in a 
high-stakes  imperial  administration.  They  confronted  constitutional  design,  finance,  race  relations, 
reconstruction,  local  government,  and the  integration of  territories  after  war.  Shared work in  such 
circumstances  creates  bonds  different  from casual  club  membership.  Members  learn  one  another's 
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judgment,  reliability,  ambitions,  strengths,  and  weaknesses.  Those  bonds  can  survive  the  original 
assignment and later facilitate cooperation across institutions.

Nimocks's account is especially useful because it cuts against sensationalism without dissolving the 
network. He shows that members remained close after their South African service and that many later 
reached influential positions. Robert Brand became prominent in banking and served as a director of 
The Times. Geoffrey Dawson became editor of The Times. Philip Kerr, later Lord Lothian, moved through 
politics and diplomacy and eventually served as ambassador to the United States. Patrick Duncan rose in 
South African political life. Lionel Curtis became a tireless writer and organizer concerned with imperial 
and international constitutional questions (Nimocks,  1968).  These career trajectories establish a real 
network of access and consequence.

Yet  Nimocks  also  documents  failure.  The  Kindergarten's  preferred  scheme  for  imperial 
constitutional unity did not command broad agreement,  even within the wider movement it  helped 
create. The First World War transformed imperial politics, dominion nationalism intensified, and the 
specific  federal  program  imagined  before  the  war  became  unattainable.  This  is  powerful  counter-
evidence to any theory that treats the circle as an all-controlling machine. A group that cannot secure its  
central constitutional objective should not be described as omnipotent.

The picture that emerges is more credible and, in some ways, more instructive. Milner's strength was 
not absolute control. It was network formation. He selected capable people, gave them responsibility, 
cultivated  shared  imperial  commitments,  and remained a  reference  point  in  their  later  careers.  In 
political sociology this resembles elite reproduction through mentorship and social capital. In ordinary 
language, it is the multiplication of influence through trusted people.

This mechanism is morally neutral only at the most abstract level. Mentorship can produce great 
public service. It can also reproduce unaccountable assumptions. When a small group shares similar 
education, class location, imperial interests, and social circles, it may begin to mistake its own worldview 
for the public good. The danger is not merely that members meet privately. It is that homogeneity can 
become invisible to those inside the network. They may sincerely believe that responsible government 
requires management by people like themselves.

5. South Africa as the School of the Round Table
The South African experience supplied the practical  school from which the Round Table movement 
emerged. After the South African War, Milner's associates worked toward a political settlement that 
would produce a united South Africa. The Union of South Africa came into being in 1910 after the South 
Africa Act of 1909. The achievement cannot responsibly be credited to the Kindergarten alone. Boer and 
British political  leaders,  colonial  legislatures,  economic interests,  imperial  officials,  and wider social 
forces all mattered. What the Kindergarten did acquire was confidence that constitutional engineering, 
elite negotiation, research, publicity, and coordinated advocacy could reshape political structures.

That experience became a model. Nimocks describes how members turned from South African union 
toward a larger project of "organic unity" for the Empire (Nimocks, 1968). The logic was straightforward. 
The British Empire had grown into a collection of territories with increasingly self-conscious dominions. 
Defense,  trade,  foreign  policy,  and  constitutional  authority  were  distributed  awkwardly.  Imperial 
federationists feared that without new structures the Empire would loosen and eventually fragment. 
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They therefore sought a system that could preserve common action while granting substantial local self-
government.

The Bodleian archive of the Round Table gives this development documentary form. Its collections 
include correspondence, minutes, reports, memoranda, administrative papers, and study materials. The 
archival description identifies a September 1909 gathering at Plas Newydd in Anglesey as a formative 
moment. Lionel Curtis presented plans for a movement, and an organizational "moot" emerged as a 
central  coordinating body.  Curtis  and Philip Kerr were employed full  time,  and organizers  traveled 
through the dominions to establish or strengthen local groups (Bodleian Libraries, n.d.-a).

This evidence is decisive against the claim that the Round Table was merely a name invented by 
Quigley.  The  movement  had  files,  officers,  meetings,  memoranda,  financial  requirements,  study 
programs, and a journal. It also demonstrates why the label "secret society" must be used carefully. The 
Round  Table  combined  private  organization  with  public  intellectual  work.  Its  members  discussed 
strategy confidentially, but they also published arguments, circulated policy ideas, and sought to shape 
elite and public opinion. It was neither a fully public mass organization nor a clandestine order modeled 
on the Bavarian Illuminati.

The more accurate term is  an elite policy network with semi-private organizational features.  Its 
power depended on relationships and access more than on secrecy alone.  It  could study a problem 
privately, formulate a persuasive interpretation, circulate it among decision-makers, and then advocate 
through public  essays  or  personal  relationships.  This  mixture of  backstage coordination and public 
persuasion is a recurring pattern in modern policy formation.

The Christian reader should notice the methodological  importance of  this point.  Darkness is  not 
exposed by applying the darkest available label. It is exposed by naming the mechanism accurately. If  
private  coordination  occurred,  say  so.  If  a  memorandum was  written,  identify  it.  If  members  held 
offices, document them. If policy changed, establish the channel. If the evidence shows disagreement or 
failure, include it. Truth does not become more courageous when it becomes less precise.

6. Lionel Curtis and the Political Theology of Federation
If Milner supplied patronage and authority, Lionel Curtis supplied much of the movement's intellectual 
energy.  Curtis  had  served  in  South  Africa  and became convinced  that  the  problem of  empire  was 
fundamentally  constitutional.  His  career  is  important  because  it  shows  how  a  network  can  evolve 
without abandoning its habits of coordinated elite persuasion. The object changed. The method endured.

Curtis initially pursued a federal solution for the British Empire. He believed that self-governing 
dominions could not remain politically separate while expecting Britain alone to carry common burdens 
of defense and foreign policy. His writings and organizing therefore sought an imperial constitution 
capable  of  combining  local  autonomy with  shared  authority.  The  language  of  "organic  union"  was 
central to this phase. It assumed that political units could retain meaningful local life while becoming 
parts of a larger constitutional whole (Kendle, 1975; Lavin, 1995).

Deborah Lavin's biography shows that Curtis's thinking did not remain fixed at the level of imperial 
federation. He advocated self-government in India, worked on constitutional proposals associated with 
dyarchy, participated in the Round Table's international work, and eventually pressed toward a broader 
vision  of  Commonwealth  and  international  federation.  In  his  mature  thought,  the  Empire-
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Commonwealth could become a school for a larger political order, potentially associated with the United 
States and eventually with wider international structures (Lavin, 1995).

This ideological development matters because later literature often treats "world government" as if 
the phrase by itself proves a covert plan for global tyranny. Curtis demonstrates why historical context is 
essential.  He did advocate  increasingly  ambitious supranational  political  arrangements.  He believed 
federation could reduce war by creating legitimate authority above competing states. His ambition was 
therefore  internationalist  and,  at  times,  explicitly  global.  Yet  to  call  this  automatically  satanic  or 
conspiratorial  would  evade  the  historical  task.  The  historian  must  ask  what  kind  of  federation  he 
proposed, by what legal means,  under whose authority,  with what democratic safeguards,  and with 
what assumptions about race, empire, sovereignty, and civilization.

Curtis's  project  contained  genuine  tensions.  The  language  of  responsible  government  and 
constitutional liberty could coexist with paternalistic assumptions about peoples considered unprepared 
for full self-government. The movement's universal language could therefore rest on unequal imperial 
foundations. This tension is not unique to Curtis, but his career exposes it clearly. A political order can 
speak  sincerely  of  peace,  trusteeship,  civilization,  and  constitutional  progress  while  still  reserving 
disproportionate authority for a self-selected governing class.

That is a recurring problem in elite governance. Benevolent intention does not abolish the moral 
question of consent. Expertise does not confer sovereignty. A planner may genuinely desire peace and 
still construct institutions that distance consequential decisions from ordinary people. A reformer may 
sincerely oppose chaos and yet assume that  society must  be managed from above.  The issue is  not 
whether every elite project hides wicked motives. The issue is whether noble language is being used to 
shield power from accountability.

The biblical warning is not that federation as a constitutional form is inherently evil. Scripture does 
not  prescribe  one  modern  constitutional  arrangement.  The  warning  concerns  the  human  heart's 
temptation to turn political unity into an object of trust. Psalm 2:1-12 portrays rulers and nations as real 
actors whose plans remain subordinate to God's anointed King. Political cooperation can be prudent. 
Political  order can serve justice.  But no architecture of human administration can carry the salvific 
weight that belongs to Christ.

7. The Round Table Movement: Organization, Study, and Persuasion
The Round Table movement took shape between 1909 and 1910 as a trans-imperial network of study and 
advocacy. Its name reflected the aspiration to bring representatives from different parts of the Empire 
into  serious  deliberation  about  common constitutional  problems.  The  movement  was  not  primarily 
designed  as  a  mass  political  party.  It  functioned  through  small  groups,  memoranda,  personal 
correspondence, travel, and a quarterly journal. This structure helps explain both its influence and the 
difficulty of measuring it.

The journal The Round Table began publication in 1910. It gave the movement a public intellectual 
voice while preserving a degree of anonymity and collective authorship characteristic of elite policy 
writing  at  the  time.  The journal  could  frame issues,  develop constitutional  arguments,  and present 
positions as reasoned analysis rather than party propaganda. At the same time, private correspondence 
and internal study allowed members to debate strategy before ideas were placed before wider audiences 
(Bodleian Libraries, n.d.-a; May, 1995).

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%202%3A1-12&version=CSB
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Andrew May's study of the movement is particularly important because it reconstructs who wrote 
what and asks how coherent the network actually was.  His  findings undermine the idea of  perfect  
ideological uniformity. Round Table members shared a strong concern for imperial unity, but they did 
not always agree on the constitutional means. The movement struggled to settle the details of federalism, 
and the federal program never achieved the success its early organizers desired. May concludes that the 
Round Table's more durable function lay in long-term opinion formation rather than continuous direct 
control of government policy (May, 1995).

This is a crucial distinction. Agenda-setting can be powerful even when an organization does not 
write the final law. If a network makes certain questions respectable, supplies language to policymakers, 
defines what responsible elites consider realistic, and trains participants to approach problems through 
a  shared  conceptual  frame,  it  may  influence  the  menu of  options  before  the  public  sees  a  formal 
proposal.  Such  influence  is  often  difficult  to  quantify  because  ideas  travel  through  conversations, 
memoranda, friendships, editorials, advisory roles, and career appointments.

The  movement's  geographical  reach  also  mattered.  Organizers  cultivated  groups  in  Britain  and 
several  dominions.  Personal  correspondence  and  visits  connected  people  facing  different  local 
circumstances. The structure was therefore neither purely British nor fully international in the modern 
sense. It belonged to an imperial world in transition. Its participants sought to preserve connection by 
redesigning the relationship among Britain and the self-governing dominions.

This  network form generated strategic  advantages.  Local  groups could adapt  arguments  to local 
political conditions while remaining in communication with a wider movement. A central organization 
did not need to dictate every sentence. Shared goals, trusted messengers, and recurring discussion could 
produce  broad alignment.  Modern readers  should  recognize  the  mechanism because  contemporary 
advocacy networks often operate similarly. They coordinate research and framing across jurisdictions 
while allowing local actors to present proposals in locally credible terms.

But structural resemblance is not organizational continuity. The existence of modern transnational 
advocacy networks does not prove that they descend from the Round Table. It shows that the Round 
Table  was  an  early  and instructive  example  of  a  durable  political  technology:  networked expertise 
joined to elite access and public persuasion.

8. Secret Society or Informal Establishment?
The vocabulary used to describe the Round Table is not a semantic side issue. It determines what kind of  
evidence  the  reader  expects.  A  formal  secret  society  normally  has  identifiable  membership  rules, 
initiation or admission procedures, internal offices, binding obligations, restricted records, and some 
mechanism by which authority is transmitted. An informal establishment may possess none of these in a 
rigid  form  while  still  exercising  real  power  through  social  networks,  shared  education,  patronage, 
institutional positions, and habitual consultation.

Quigley deliberately blurred the line. In The Anglo-American Establishment he described an inner 
and outer structure growing from Rhodes's earlier secret-society conception. He also acknowledged that 
the organization was not a conventional ritual order and that membership boundaries were difficult to 
define (Quigley, 1981). That concession is methodologically important. If the boundary of membership is 
uncertain, claims about collective responsibility must be correspondingly cautious.
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The archival and scholarly record supports a strong claim about network continuity. Rhodes, Stead,  
Milner, and later Round Table actors belonged to overlapping circles. Milner's South African associates 
remained connected. The Round Table had internal organization and private deliberation. Curtis and 
Kerr were full-time organizers. The journal and its editorial relationships provided an enduring vehicle. 
Several  members later held important offices.  Chatham House emerged in a milieu in which Curtis 
played a foundational role. These are not imaginary links.

The stronger claim that the Round Table was simply the public shell of an unchanged secret order 
requires more evidence. The movement's own records reveal debate, changing priorities, failures, and 
adaptation.  That  is  exactly  what  one  would  expect  from  a  political  network  composed  of  capable 
individuals rather than from a single machine.  The constitutional project that animated the prewar 
movement  weakened after  the  First  World  War.  Dominion autonomy expanded.  Members  pursued 
different careers and sometimes different political solutions. Institutions that grew from related circles 
developed their own governance, staff, funding, and agendas.

The best evidence therefore supports the category of an informal establishment with semi-private 
coordinating  structures.  That  conclusion  should  not  be  mistaken  for  minimization.  Informal 
establishments can be exceptionally influential because they do not depend on legal authority.  They 
operate through reputation, access,  selection, and the presumption that certain people belong in the 
room when important problems are discussed.

This form of power is easy to miss in constitutional textbooks. Formal government charts identify 
ministers,  legislatures,  courts,  and agencies.  They rarely  display  the  friendships,  former  classmates, 
private correspondents, editors, bankers, foundation trustees, advisers, and scholars who help shape the 
intellectual environment around officials. Yet a democratic society cannot understand power if it studies 
only formal office.

At the same time, the Christian has a moral obligation not to turn social proximity into guilt. Exodus 
20:16 forbids false witness. If a person knew Milner, received a Rhodes Scholarship, attended a Round 
Table discussion, or later worked at Chatham House, those facts do not prove participation in hidden 
wrongdoing. Moral judgment requires evidence of acts, not merely association.

9. Quigley's Thesis: What He Actually Claimed
Carroll Quigley occupies a peculiar position in the literature because he was neither a conventional 
exposer  of  an  evil  cabal  nor  a  dismissive  skeptic.  He  was  a  professional  historian  who  broadly 
sympathized with many goals of the Anglo-American internationalist tradition while criticizing what he 
regarded as its secrecy and political methods. His work therefore cannot honestly be reduced to the 
claim, "An insider confessed that one group controls the world."

In Tragedy and Hope, Quigley described a network associated with the Round Table and traced its 
influence  through  British  imperial  and  foreign-policy  circles.  He  identified  prominent  individuals, 
financial relationships, publications, educational institutions, and policy forums. The most frequently 
cited section appears in the later part of the book, where he summarizes the network and its Anglo-
American connections (Quigley, 1966, pp. 950-952). Elsewhere he discusses the Rhodes-Milner circle in 
the context of British policy and interwar international affairs.

The  Anglo-American  Establishment  gives  the  thesis  fuller  form.  Although  published  in  1981,  its 
preface  is  dated 1949,  showing that  Quigley's  investigation substantially  preceded the later  popular 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020%3A16&version=CSB
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conspiracy  literature  that  adopted  him.  He  argued  that  Rhodes's  political  project  was  transmitted 
through a close circle, that Milner became central to its development, that the Round Table embodied an 
outer network, and that connected individuals exercised significant influence in journalism, finance, 
education, imperial administration, and international affairs (Quigley, 1981).

Quigley's  value  lies  partly  in  names  and  relationships  that  can  be  independently  checked.  His 
account directs  attention toward archival  collections,  correspondence,  Rhodes trustees,  Round Table 
files, institutional histories, and careers that are real. His weakness lies in the elasticity of words such as  
"control,"  "dominate,"  and  "front."  Such  terms  can  carry  more  causal  weight  than  the  underlying 
evidence justifies if they are read without context.

For example, the fact that Geoffrey Dawson edited The Times and belonged to the Milner-Round 
Table milieu is significant. It shows a bridge between the network and one of Britain's most influential 
newspapers. But it does not follow that every editorial position of The Times was dictated by a secret  
committee. To establish that stronger claim, one needs evidence of instruction, editorial intervention, 
coordinated  campaigns,  or  a  documented  pattern  of  decision-making  on  specific  issues.  The  same 
applies to banking, universities, foundations, and policy institutes.

Quigley's thesis should therefore be disaggregated. His identification of a Rhodes-Milner-Round Table 
network is STRONGLY SUPPORTED and, on several points, ESTABLISHED by independent scholarship 
and archives. His description of its influence in particular institutions is often PLAUSIBLE or STRONGLY 
SUPPORTED,  depending on the case.  His  broadest  language of  organizational  control  is  CONTESTED 
where  the  evidence  shows  plural  motives,  institutional  autonomy,  policy  failure,  or  internal 
disagreement.

Later writers frequently remove these gradations. Skousen, for example, quotes Quigley at length 
and interprets the network through a more comprehensive theory of hidden control. Because Skousen's 
account is substantially derivative at these points, it cannot serve as independent corroboration. Ten 
writers  quoting  Quigley  still  amount  to  one  underlying  source  unless  they  provide  separate 
documentary evidence. That is precisely why the Evidential Source Inventory for this project classifies 
expositional literature as claim-generating rather than self-authenticating.

10. The Rhodes Scholarships: Formation, Fellowship, and the Limits 
of Inference
The Rhodes Scholarships are among the most durable institutional legacies associated with Cecil Rhodes. 
Their relevance to this chapter is not that every scholar becomes part of a secret organization. Their 
relevance is that Rhodes understood education as a means of shaping leadership over the long term.

The scholarship brought selected students to Oxford and deliberately valued more than examination 
performance. Leadership, character, energy, and public purpose formed part of the ideal. This selection 
philosophy created a recurring cohort of ambitious, capable people linked by Oxford experience and the 
prestige  of  a  common  fellowship  (Rhodes  Trust,  n.d.-a,  n.d.-b).  Such  a  program  naturally  creates 
networks. Alumni recognize one another, move through overlapping professional worlds, and may gain 
access to institutions that are less available to people without similar credentials.

It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  say  that  the  Rhodes  Scholarships  became  an  instrument  of  elite 
formation in the sociological sense. They identified talent, conferred status, created relationships, and 
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connected people across countries. It is not reasonable to infer from those facts that recipients accepted 
Rhodes's imperial worldview or took instructions from the Rhodes Trust. The difference between elite 
formation and centralized command must remain explicit.

This  distinction  also  protects  the  analysis  from  a  common  rhetorical  trick.  Critics  sometimes 
assemble lists of prominent Rhodes Scholars as though prominence itself proves a plot. But a selective 
scholarship designed to identify future leaders should, if successful, produce prominent alumni. That 
outcome confirms the program's selection and network effects, not a hidden political chain of command. 
The relevant  question is  whether specific policy  coordination can be documented among particular 
alumni in particular contexts.

The  scholarship  does  illustrate  a  deeper  structural  point.  Leadership  pipelines  shape  the  future 
before  officeholders  are  appointed.  Who  receives  mentorship,  international  exposure,  prestigious 
credentials, and durable peer networks can affect which voices later appear "naturally" qualified for 
authority. This is not unique to Rhodes. It is a general feature of elite reproduction across universities,  
civil services, military institutions, foundations, corporations, churches, and professional associations.

Christians  should  neither  despise  excellence  nor  romanticize  exclusion.  Scripture  commends 
wisdom, discipline, and faithful stewardship of gifts. But James 2:1-9 warns believers against partiality 
toward status. A society becomes spiritually vulnerable when credentials, wealth, lineage, or access are 
treated as evidence of superior human worth. Leadership can be necessary without becoming a caste.

11. From the Round Table to Chatham House: Institutionalization 
Without Identity
The First World War changed the environment in which the Round Table operated. The prewar dream 
of a tightly federated Empire had collided with war, dominion nationalism, mass politics, and a radically 
altered international order.  Yet the network's  habits  of expert study,  private discussion,  and policy-
oriented writing did not disappear. They were redirected.

On 30 May 1919, during the Paris Peace Conference, Lionel Curtis brought together British and American 
scholars  and  officials  at  the  Hotel  Majestic  to  discuss  the  creation  of  an  institute  devoted  to  the 
systematic study of international affairs. Chatham House's own historical account identifies this meeting 
as a foundational moment. Around thirty members of the British and American delegations participated. 
The plan for one Anglo-American institute did not survive in that form, but the idea developed into  
separate institutions in Britain and the United States. The British Institute of International Affairs was 
formally established in 1920 and later became the Royal Institute of International Affairs, widely known 
by the name of its London home, Chatham House (Rietzler, 2019).

This development shows institutional continuity, but not institutional identity. Curtis's role provides 
a direct personnel bridge from the Round Table milieu to the new institute. The broader intellectual 
method also carried forward: bring experts together, study international problems, encourage informed 
discussion, and create channels between scholarship and policy. Yet Chatham House became a formal 
institution with its own membership, governance, programs, funding, and institutional history. It should 
not simply be described as the Round Table under another name.

The official history contains another important corrective. The expert committees assembled during 
the war and at Paris did not always have their recommendations accepted by political leaders. Expertise 
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had access, but not sovereignty. That fact matters because it demonstrates a recurring pattern that later 
chapters will revisit. Policy experts can narrow options, provide language, and shape elite assumptions 
while still losing political battles. Influence is not the same as command.

The May 1919 meeting nevertheless marks a major historical transition. The earlier Round Table 
combined  private  discussion  with  a  journal  aimed  at  imperial  constitutional  reform.  The  postwar 
institute  model  professionalized the process.  International  affairs  became a  field in  which scholars, 
officials, financiers, lawyers, journalists, and other elites could meet regularly outside government while 
remaining close to government. This was not necessarily covert. Much of the work was public. But the 
institutional form created a durable space in which private deliberation and public policy could interact.

Chapter 9 will examine that policy-institution model in detail, including Chatham House, the Council 
on Foreign Relations, foundations, think tanks, advisory bodies, and the revolving door. Chapter 8 stops 
at  the  threshold.  Its  concern  is  the  genealogy  of  the  network  form,  not  the  later  history  of  every 
institution that emerged from the postwar policy community.

12. Anglo-American Connections: Cooperation, Aspiration, and 
Overstatement
The phrase "Anglo-American Establishment" can suggest more unity than the evidence warrants if it is  
used  carelessly.  Britain  and  the  United  States  had  distinct  political  systems,  competing  economic 
interests, domestic factions, and strategic disagreements. Even close wartime allies did not become one 
state or one governing class. Yet there were real transatlantic elite connections, and Rhodes's writings 
show that closer Anglo-American association was part of his long-term imagination.

Rhodes's 1891 notes considered the political separation of Britain and the United States a historical 
tragedy and imagined a future constitutional relationship between the English-speaking powers.  His 
scheme was utopian in scale,  but it  reveals the direction of  his thought.  Later Round Table writers 
likewise recognized the growing importance of the United States. By the time of the First World War and 
the Paris Peace Conference, American participation in world affairs had become impossible for British 
internationalists to ignore.

The Hotel Majestic meeting illustrates the practical form of that connection. British and American 
experts who had served their delegations met to consider a permanent institute for international study. 
That does not prove a secret merger of governments. It proves that elite transatlantic policy cooperation 
was  deliberately  cultivated.  Relationships  formed  during  war  and  peace  negotiations  could  be 
institutionalized after officials returned home.

Quigley later interpreted these links as the American extension of the Round Table network and 
associated them with prominent financial and policy figures (Quigley, 1966, pp. 950-952; Quigley, 1981). 
Some of the personnel overlap he identifies is documentable. The stronger claim that American policy 
circles functioned simply as subordinate branches of a British secret society is not established by overlap 
alone.  American actors had their own interests,  institutions,  funding sources,  and domestic political 
constraints.

It  is  more  accurate  to  speak  of  a  transatlantic  policy  community  whose  participants  sometimes 
shared assumptions about international order, finance, empire, trade, security, and the management of 
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global problems. Within such a community, cooperation can be strong even without hierarchy. One side 
need not command the other for convergent policy preferences to emerge.

This  distinction  is  especially  important  when  studying  institutions  that  later  critics  describe  as 
"globalist."  Global  cooperation can arise  from common interests,  shared education,  war  experience, 
professional  norms,  fear  of  instability,  ideological  agreement,  commercial  incentives,  or  deliberate 
coordination. Those causes must be separated. The mere fact that British and American elites advocate 
similar  policies  does  not  show  who  initiated  them  or  whether  any  covert  authority  compelled 
agreement.

At the same time, public rhetoric about national sovereignty can conceal the practical importance of 
private  transnational  relationships.  Elected  officials  may  be  nationally  accountable  while  advisers, 
financiers, scholars, corporate leaders, and policy experts maintain dense international networks. Such 
networks  can  shape  what  national  governments  consider  feasible.  That  structural  reality  deserves 
scrutiny even when no secret sovereign exists above the states.

13. Did the Network Control The Times, Government, and Finance?
The most controversial part of Quigley's interpretation concerns institutional control. He argued that the 
Rhodes-Milner group exercised extraordinary influence through The Times, the Rhodes Trust, Chatham 
House, educational posts, banking relationships, and government appointments. The names he gives are 
not imaginary, but the causal language requires disaggregation.

The Times provides a useful example. Geoffrey Dawson, a former member of Milner's South African 
circle, served as editor for many years. Robert Brand had financial and governance connections to the 
paper.  Members  of  the  network  wrote  for  influential  journals  and  maintained  relationships  with 
proprietors and editors. These facts make it STRONGLY SUPPORTED that the milieu possessed significant 
access to one of Britain's most important newspapers. They do not, without further evidence, establish 
that a single committee dictated The Times's editorial line across all issues.

A  separate  archival  record  illustrates  a  more  specific  wartime  mechanism.  A  23  January  1918 
catalogue  description  of  Milner  correspondence  to  Prime  Minister  David  Lloyd  George  records 
discussion  of  retaining  Pembroke  Wicks  to  look  after  a  committee  of  newspaper  editors  and  to 
undertake  other  propaganda  work  (The  National  Archives,  1918).  This  is  documentary  evidence  of 
deliberate wartime media liaison and propaganda administration. It is not proof that a secret committee 
permanently  controlled  British  journalism,  but  it  demonstrates  why influence  must  be  investigated 
through concrete mechanisms rather than dismissed merely because editors and officials  interacted 
behind the scenes.

The same caution applies to finance. Robert Brand's banking career and the movement's access to 
wealthy supporters show that political  ideas and financial circles overlapped. Money helped sustain 
organizing and publication. Yet Chapter 7 established that banking relationships must not be converted 
automatically into political command. A banker who belongs to a policy network may provide funds, 
advice, or introductions without every bank transaction becoming an operation of that network.

Government influence is similarly uneven. Milner himself entered the War Cabinet and held senior 
ministerial office. Kerr, Amery, and other associated figures served in political or diplomatic roles. Their  
positions gave the network genuine channels into policy. But government contains rival departments, 
parties,  ministers,  civil  servants,  military  institutions,  electoral  pressures,  and  external  constraints. 
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May's research is especially important here because he finds that the Round Table's direct influence on 
government policy was significant in particular moments but not a permanent condition of dominance 
(May, 1995).

Primary records make that access concrete without proving total control. A War Cabinet conclusion 
dated 29 December 1916 lists Milner among the attendees deliberating on the strength of British and 
French forces on the Western Front, possible enemy action, naval and coastal defence questions, and the 
allocation of guns and supplies.  The record establishes participation at  the highest level of wartime 
strategic government; it does not establish that the wider Round Table network dictated those decisions 
(The National Archives, 1916).

This is where the language of "capture" can mislead if used too early. Institutional capture requires 
more  than  the  presence  of  friendly  personnel.  It  implies  that  an  institution's  decisions  have  been 
systematically redirected toward an outside interest or network in ways that override its formal mission 
or plural accountability. That may occur, but it must be demonstrated. Personnel overlap is a clue, not a  
verdict.

A more defensible conclusion is that the Rhodes-Milner-Round Table milieu developed what might 
be called positional power. Members and associates were distributed across institutions that mattered to 
the production of policy, information, finance, diplomacy, and leadership. Positional power increases 
the probability  that  a  network's  ideas  will  be  heard.  It  lowers  the  cost  of  coordination.  It  allows a 
memorandum to reach the right desk and a trusted colleague to receive a hearing. It does not guarantee 
victory.

This form of influence should concern democratic societies because it can become self-reinforcing. 
Prestigious institutions recruit from other prestigious institutions. People with access recommend people 
they  trust.  Shared  assumptions  become  professional  common  sense.  Alternatives  can  be  excluded 
without an explicit censorship order simply because they are judged unserious by a tightly connected 
class. Yet the remedy is not to imagine a hidden monarch where the evidence shows a network. The 
remedy is transparency, pluralism, accountable institutions,  open debate,  and a citizenry capable of 
evaluating evidence rather than worshiping credentials.

14. Policy Cases: Where Influence Can Be Seen and Where It Cannot
A network is historically meaningful only if it can be connected to outcomes. The Round Table record 
provides several areas in which influence is visible, but the strength of attribution differs.

The first is South African union. Members of Milner's circle participated in the administrative and 
intellectual  environment  from  which  closer  union  emerged,  and  their  experience  helped  form  the 
methods later used by the Round Table. Their contribution is ESTABLISHED. The claim that they alone 
created the Union of South Africa is UNSUPPORTED because the settlement depended on a much wider 
set of British and Afrikaner actors, negotiations, institutions, and political forces.

The second is imperial constitutional debate. Here the Round Table's role is also ESTABLISHED. It 
was created for  this  purpose.  Its  memoranda,  meetings,  travel,  and journal  were explicitly  directed 
toward closer imperial organization. Yet its preferred federal solution failed. The failure is historically 
important because it reveals both the movement's ambition and its limits. A movement can shape debate 
even when it does not secure the constitutional outcome it wants.
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The third is Commonwealth development. Curtis and other Round Table writers helped articulate 
concepts of responsible government, dominion status, and commonwealth that became part of wider 
imperial  discussion.  Lavin  and  Kendle  show  the  significance  of  Curtis's  intellectual  labor  in  this 
transition (Kendle, 1975; Lavin, 1995). But the emergence of the Commonwealth cannot be assigned to 
Curtis  or  the  Round Table  alone.  Dominion  nationalism,  wars,  local  political  movements,  changing 
economic relationships, and decolonization transformed the Empire in ways no single group controlled.

The fourth is India. Curtis's work on constitutional reform and dyarchy gave him a documented role 
in debates that contributed to the Government of India Act 1919. His influence was real, but the policy  
emerged  from  imperial  officials,  Indian  political  pressures,  wartime  developments,  commissions, 
ministers, and contested negotiations. It is therefore more accurate to identify Curtis as an influential 
advocate and policy intellectual than as the hidden author of British India policy.

The  fifth  is  wartime  and  postwar  international  affairs.  Milner  and  several  associates  held 
consequential positions during the First World War and its aftermath. Curtis helped convene the 1919 
discussion that led toward Chatham House. These connections show the movement's capacity to move 
from  informal  discussion  into  formal  institutional  spaces.  Yet  the  Paris  settlement  itself  involved 
governments, military realities, national delegations, public pressure, territorial disputes, and leaders 
whose interests often conflicted. No credible documentary method allows the entire settlement to be 
reduced to the Round Table.

The sixth is public opinion. Here the network's influence may have been more durable than its direct 
legislative success. Journals, newspapers, speeches, books, memoranda, and private discussion can shift 
elite expectations gradually. May's conclusion that the Round Table often operated more effectively as a 
long-term shaper of opinion than as a direct controller of policy is therefore analytically important (May, 
1995). It suggests a model of power based on framing rather than command.

This  model  anticipates  later  policy  institutions.  A think tank does  not  need to  issue orders  to  a 
president. It can influence the vocabulary in which a problem is defined, train staff who later enter 
government, publish the study a committee cites, and convene rivals around a shared framework. The 
Round Table did not  invent this  mechanism, but  its  history provides  a clear early example of  how 
organized expertise can become political power.

15. The Evidence Against Omnipotence
A  serious  investigation  must  preserve  failures,  fractures,  and  counter-evidence.  Otherwise  every 
outcome  becomes  proof  of  hidden  control  and  every  failure  becomes  proof  that  the  controllers 
deliberately wanted the opposite result. That kind of theory cannot be falsified and therefore cannot 
distinguish discovery from imagination.

The Round Table's record contains substantial evidence against omnipotence. Its central prewar goal 
of imperial federation was not achieved. Participants disagreed over constitutional details. Dominion 
nationalism grew. The First World War disrupted organizing and transformed the political environment. 
The Empire evolved toward a looser Commonwealth rather than the federal state envisioned by some of 
the movement's early organizers.  Later institutions developed identities and agendas that cannot be 
reduced to the prewar Round Table.

There  were  also  competing  elites.  British  politics  included  party  organizations,  trade  unions, 
industrial  interests,  aristocratic  networks,  military  establishments,  civil  servants,  financial  houses, 
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newspapers, churches, and regional constituencies. Foreign policy was contested within government. 
The idea that one circle could simply command this complexity underestimates both the state and its  
internal rivalries.

American politics adds further difficulty to any theory of seamless Anglo-American command. The 
United  States  possessed  its  own  corporate  interests,  political  parties,  regional  blocs,  isolationist 
traditions, progressive movements, racial conflicts, religious constituencies, and constitutional divisions 
of power. Transatlantic elite cooperation was real, but cooperation did not erase national interest or 
domestic disagreement.

Even  Quigley's  own  method  points  toward  caution.  His  descriptions  sometimes  use  expansive 
language,  yet  his  narrative  also  shows shifting  strategies  and changing  personnel.  The  network  he 
describes is not a supernatural actor. It ages, adapts, loses members, changes institutions, and meets 
resistance.  Later  popular  writers  often  preserve  Quigley's  strongest  nouns  while  dropping  the 
contingency in his historical narrative.

Counter-evidence does not destroy the case for concentrated influence. It refines it. The surviving 
evidence supports a model in which an interconnected elite network achieved meaningful influence in 
selected domains, helped circulate a durable internationalist and imperial-reform tradition, and created 
or shaped institutions that outlived the original movement. It does not support a model in which the 
same network successfully predetermined every major Anglo-American event.

This difference has spiritual significance. Fear thrives on totalizing explanations. If every institution 
is controlled,  every disagreement staged, every failure planned, and every source compromised, the 
investigator becomes trapped in an epistemic prison. No evidence can correct the theory because the 
theory absorbs all evidence. Biblical discernment is the opposite. It is confident enough in truth to allow 
a cherished explanation to be weakened when the evidence weakens it.

Isaiah 8:12-13 warns God's  people not  to  be governed by the fears that  govern the surrounding 
culture. The passage does not command naivety about real plots. Scripture records real conspiracies. It 
commands a higher fear: regard the LORD as holy. That orientation frees the Christian to investigate 
without panic because no human network, however influential, is sovereign.

16. From Imperial Federation to Internationalist Governance
One of the most consequential trajectories in this history is ideological rather than organizational. The 
early Round Table arose to preserve and reform the British Empire. Over time, some leading figures 
moved toward wider ideas of Commonwealth, Atlantic cooperation, international organization, and, in 
Curtis's case, forms of international federation. This is a real intellectual trajectory, but it must not be 
confused with proof that every later global institution is a Round Table project.

The  continuity  lies  first  in  the  problem being  addressed.  How can political  units  preserve local 
autonomy  while  coordinating  matters  that  cross  borders?  Imperial  defense,  trade,  war,  diplomacy, 
finance,  and  migration  produced  one  version  of  this  problem.  Twentieth-century  international 
institutions  addressed  related  questions  at  a  wider  scale.  Once  an  intellectual  community  becomes 
accustomed to  solving  political  problems  through  layered  governance,  it  is  unsurprising  that  some 
members will extend the logic beyond empire.

Second,  continuity  lies  in  method.  Expert  study,  private  deliberation,  networks  of  trusted elites, 
published  policy  arguments,  fellowships,  and  institutions  located  near  government  all  became 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%208%3A12-13&version=CSB


PAWNS, POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES  |  CHAPTER 8

Open Christian Press  |  10.65655/ocp.m21.c32  |  17

characteristic of modern international policy communities. The Round Table helped demonstrate how 
such methods could sustain influence across changing political circumstances.

Third,  continuity lies in personnel in particular cases.  Curtis is the clearest example because his 
career  connects  South  African  constitutional  work,  Round  Table  organization,  imperial  federation, 
Chatham House, and broader internationalist thinking. Specific persons can therefore be traced across 
institutional transitions.

But direct  institutional continuity must  be proved,  not  presumed. The United Nations,  European 
integration,  modern development  agencies,  digital  governance initiatives,  and contemporary public-
private  partnerships  have  their  own founding  documents,  political  coalitions,  legal  authorities,  and 
historical contexts. Chapter 15 will examine those systems on their own evidence. To say that they all  
descend from Rhodes's secret-society plan would collapse more than a century of complex history into a 
genealogy the documentary record does not establish.

The more useful insight is that political ideas can survive the organizations that first carried them. 
An empire  can decline  while  its  techniques  of  expertise,  networking,  fellowship,  and transnational 
consultation are adopted by new institutions with different purposes. That is ideological and strategic 
continuity, not necessarily command continuity.

For Christian analysis, this matters because Scripture judges political structures by more than their 
lineage. A new institution is not righteous merely because it is new, and it is not evil merely because one 
of its techniques has an imperial ancestor. The moral questions are substantive: Does it tell the truth? 
Does  it  respect  human dignity?  Does  it  exercise  authority  justly?  Is  it  accountable?  Does  it  protect 
freedom of conscience? Does it turn expertise into unanswerable rule? Does it demand an allegiance that 
belongs to God?

17. The Spiritual Problem of Respectable Power
The Round Table case is spiritually instructive precisely because it does not fit the popular image of evil. 
The principal  actors  did not  generally  present  themselves  as  enemies  of  civilization.  They spoke of 
peace,  responsibility,  unity,  service,  constitutional  order,  education,  and  the  improvement  of 
government. Some spoke and wrote within religious and moral frameworks, while others framed their 
purposes chiefly in constitutional, civilizational, or political terms. Their stated aims frequently included 
order, peace, and responsible government. The spiritual danger, therefore, cannot be diagnosed simply 
by searching for obviously satanic language.

Scripture  presents  a  subtler  doctrine  of  power.  Human  beings  can  pursue  real  goods  while 
absolutizing their own judgment. They can seek peace while trusting coercive structures more than God. 
They can promote education while using education to reproduce an elite class. They can speak of service 
while assuming the right to govern others without meaningful consent.  They can invoke civilization 
while denying equal dignity to people outside their preferred cultural or racial hierarchy.

Jesus explicitly contrasts kingdom leadership with the pattern by which rulers "lord it over" others.  
Mark 10:42-45 does not abolish authority, but it redefines greatness through service and self-giving. That 
standard exposes a temptation visible in many elite projects: the conviction that superior knowledge, 
breeding, education, wealth, or administrative competence confers a moral title to manage society from 
above.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A42-45&version=CSB
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The problem is not that expertise is sinful. A complex society needs expertise. The problem arises 
when  expertise  becomes  a  substitute  for  accountability,  when  the  expert  class  treats  public 
disagreement as ignorance to be managed rather than as a legitimate feature of political life, or when 
noble ends are used to justify concealment and manipulation.

This  is  where  John  8:44 and  Ephesians  6:10-18 become  relevant  without  becoming  historical 
shortcuts. Scripture identifies deception as central to satanic strategy and commands believers to stand 
in truth. It does not authorize the historian to call a human organization satanic merely because it meets  
privately.  Historical  conduct  must  be established first.  Theological  interpretation then asks  whether 
documented methods embody patterns of pride, deception, domination, idolatry, or the suppression of 
truth.

The doctrine of spiritual warfare also protects the church from exaggerating the enemy. Satan is a 
creature, not a rival deity. Scripture presents the cross as a decisive triumph over hostile powers in 
Colossians 2:15 and teaches that Christ  has broken the devil's  enslaving claim through His death in 
Hebrews 2:14-15.  Therefore even documented elite  coordination must  never be narrated as  though 
Satan or any human network were sovereign. The Christian studies deception seriously because Christ 
commands truth, not because darkness has the final word.

The racial assumptions embedded in Rhodes's imperial vision also demand theological judgment. 
Genesis 1:26-27 grounds human dignity in the image of God, not in empire, race, education, wealth, or 
civilization. Whatever administrative achievements British imperial networks claimed, no hierarchy of 
peoples can confer lesser human value on those placed under rule. The gospel relativizes every imperial 
identity because Christ redeems a people from every tribe, language, people, and nation (Revelation 5:9-
10).

The  church  must  therefore  be  especially  cautious  when  political  projects  borrow  Christian 
vocabulary. Empire has sometimes presented itself as providential mission. Revolutionary movements 
have  presented  themselves  as  redemption.  Nationalism  can  treat  the  nation  as  sacred.  Global 
governance can present coordination as the path to salvation from every transnational crisis. None of 
these claims should be accepted at  the level of rhetoric.  The Christian asks what authority God has 
actually  given,  whether  the  means  are  righteous,  and  whether  allegiance  to  Christ  remains 
uncompromised.

At the same time, spiritual warfare is not an excuse for hatred of elites.  Ephesians 6:12 reminds 
believers that the struggle is not reducible to flesh and blood. Rhodes, Milner, Curtis, their associates, 
and their critics were human beings accountable to God. The church opposes lies, domination, racism, 
idolatry, and injustice without imagining that people become demons because they occupy high office or 
join exclusive networks.

18. Evidence Verdict: What the Rhodes-Milner-Round Table Record 
Establishes
The  historical  record  permits  a  stronger  conclusion  than  conventional  dismissal  and  a  narrower 
conclusion  than  totalizing  conspiracy  theory.  Rhodes's  secret-society  idea  is  documented.  Milner's 
Kindergarten is  documented.  The Round Table  movement,  its  groups,  files,  journal,  organizers,  and 
imperial-federation  program  are  documented.  Personnel  continuity  into  consequential  positions  is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202%3A15&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202%3A14-15&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206%3A12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205%3A9-10&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205%3A9-10&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A26-27&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%206%3A10-18&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208%3A44&version=CSB


PAWNS, POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES  |  CHAPTER 8

Open Christian Press  |  10.65655/ocp.m21.c32  |  19

documented. Curtis's role in the transition toward Chatham House is documented. The network's ability 
to place ideas before powerful audiences is strongly supported.

What remains contested is the degree of centralized command. The evidence does not justify treating 
every later institution associated with a member as an obedient branch of one secret order. It does not 
justify assigning all British foreign policy to the network. It does not prove that the Rhodes Scholarships  
function as an initiation system. It does not establish that contemporary international institutions are 
controlled by a continuing Round Table directorate.

The most responsible synthesis is therefore this: the Rhodes-Milner-Round Table milieu was a real 
elite  network  that  combined  patronage,  education,  private  deliberation,  journalism,  constitutional 
research,  personal  access,  and  institutional  creation.  It  exercised  meaningful  influence  and  helped 
transmit an imperial-internationalist tradition across changing political forms. Its influence was neither 
imaginary nor absolute.

Chapter 8 evidence register

Claim Verdict Evidentiary basis

Rhodes  explicitly  considered  a  secret 
society  as  a  means  of  advancing  his 
political project.

ESTABLISHED Rhodes's published 1891 notes to W. T. Stead, supported 
by the archival trail of his wills and papers.

Rhodes's  political  vision  linked  British 
imperial  consolidation,  Anglo-American 
reunion, elite formation, and the strategic 
use of wealth.

ESTABLISHED
Rhodes's  own  political  writings  and  testamentary 
materials  published  by  Stead  and  preserved  through 
Rhodes-related archives.

A  continuously  operating  formal  secret 
order  created  by  Rhodes  in  1891  can  be 
traced  without  interruption  through  later 
twentieth-century institutions.

CONTESTED

Quigley argues continuity, but the surviving record more 
securely  demonstrates  personnel,  ideological,  and 
network continuity than an uninterrupted formal chain 
of command.

Milner's  Kindergarten  existed  as  a 
recognizable  coterie  of  young 
administrators in South Africa and retained 
durable personal ties.

ESTABLISHED Nimocks's  archival  study,  personal  papers,  and  later 
career records of the principal members.

The  Round  Table  movement  formed  in 
1909-1910,  developed  groups  across  the 
Empire,  created a coordinating moot,  and 
published The Round Table.

ESTABLISHED
Bodleian Round Table archive, correspondence, minutes, 
administrative records, and specialist histories by May, 
Kendle, and Nimocks.

The early Round Table movement sought a 
constitutional  form of  imperial  federation 
or organic union.

ESTABLISHED Internal memoranda, published advocacy, and specialist 
scholarship on the movement's prewar program.

Round  Table  participants  were 
ideologically  monolithic  and  obeyed  a 
single permanent directorate.

UNSUPPORTED
Documented disagreement over federal details, changing 
priorities,  institutional  adaptation,  and  failure  of  the 
central prewar constitutional program.

Members  and  close  associates  later 
occupied  consequential  positions  in 
government,  diplomacy,  banking, 
journalism,  law,  and  imperial 
administration.

ESTABLISHED
Biographical  and  institutional  records,  including  the 
careers of Brand, Dawson, Kerr/Lothian, Duncan, Curtis, 
Amery, and Milner.
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Claim Verdict Evidentiary basis

The  Rhodes-Milner-Round  Table  milieu 
exercised  meaningful  influence  on  elite 
debate and selected policy processes.

STRONGLY 
SUPPORTED

Round Table publications, access to officials, participant 
careers, South African and imperial constitutional work, 
and May's assessment of long-term opinion influence.

The  network  continuously  controlled 
British foreign policy as a whole. CONTESTED

Quigley  uses  strong  control  language,  but  specialist 
scholarship  shows  policy  failures,  competing  elites, 
internal  disagreement,  and  influence  that  varied  by 
issue and period.

Lionel  Curtis  provided  a  direct  personnel 
and  intellectual  bridge  from  the  Round 
Table milieu to the foundation of Chatham 
House.

ESTABLISHED Chatham  House's  institutional  history,  Curtis's  papers, 
and Lavin's biography.

The later Council on Foreign Relations and 
other  American  policy  institutions  can 
simply be treated as subordinate branches 
of an unchanged British secret society.

CONTESTED / NOT 
ESTABLISHED

Transatlantic  relationships  and  shared  founders  are 
real, but hierarchy, obedience, and continuing command 
require separate evidence. Detailed treatment belongs to 
Chapter 9.

The  Rhodes  Scholarships  deliberately 
cultivate  talented  leaders  and  create 
international fellowship networks.

ESTABLISHED Rhodes Trust history and selection criteria.

Receiving  a  Rhodes  Scholarship  proves 
adherence to  Rhodes's  political  agenda or 
membership in a covert network.

UNSUPPORTED
Selection into a fellowship establishes educational and 
social  connection,  not  political  obedience  or  secret 
membership.

Contemporary  global-governance 
institutions  are  direct  operational 
descendants of Rhodes's secret-society plan.

UNSUPPORTED AS A 
BLANKET CLAIM

Specific  ideological  or  personnel  continuities  can  be 
studied,  but  each  later  institution  has  its  own  legal, 
political, and historical origins and requires independent 
evidence.

Milner participated directly in War Cabinet 
deliberations  on  wartime  strategy  and 
resource allocation in December 1916.

ESTABLISHED

Official War Cabinet catalogue record CAB 23/1/22 lists 
Milner  among  attendees  and  records  strategic  agenda 
items including Western Front  force strength,  possible 
enemy action, defence, guns, and supplies.

Milner  correspondence  in  1918  included 
deliberate  liaison  with  a  committee  of 
newspaper  editors  and  other  propaganda 
work.

ESTABLISHED

Official archival  catalogue record LG/F/38/3/6 describes 
Milner  correspondence  to  Lloyd  George  concerning 
Pembroke  Wicks,  a  newspaper-editors  committee,  and 
propaganda  work;  this  establishes  a  wartime 
mechanism, not permanent control of journalism.

The evidence verdict should change how the reader thinks about hidden power. The most serious 
networks are not necessarily hidden in the theatrical sense. Their members may publish books, serve in 
office, endow scholarships, edit newspapers, sit on boards, and found institutions whose addresses are 
publicly  known.  What  may  remain  obscure  is  the  relational  architecture:  who  trusts  whom,  who 
introduces whom, which ideas are refined in private, which careers are cultivated, and how influence 
moves from one institution to another.

That is why the language of "secret" must never become a substitute for investigation. Some of the 
most important facts in this chapter were public once one knew where to look. Rhodes's writings were 
published.  Round Table  journals  circulated.  Archival  collections preserve internal  records.  Chatham 
House  has  an  official  history.  The  task  is  not  to  invent  darkness  where  documents  exist.  It  is  to 
reconstruct the relationships that ordinary public narratives often leave unexamined.
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19. The Christian Response: Discernment Without Fear
The  church  should  learn  several  lessons  from  this  history.  The  first  is  that  power  often  operates 
relationally. Christians who think only in terms of elections and formal office will miss the influence of 
networks, fellowships, professional communities, philanthropy, media, and policy expertise. That does 
not require suspicion of every private meeting. It requires mature attention to how institutions actually 
work.

The  second  lesson  is  that  noble  language  must  be  tested  by  moral  substance.  "Peace,"  "unity," 
"civilization," "responsibility," "expertise," and "international cooperation" can name real goods. They 
can also become rhetorical shields for paternalism or concentrated authority. The Christian must ask 
who defines the good, who bears the cost, who can dissent, what mechanisms of accountability exist, and 
whether the means honor truth.

The third lesson is that the alternative to elite narrative control is not alternative narrative control. A 
believer  can  escape  one  establishment  story  only  to  become  captive  to  a  counter-establishment 
storyteller  who  treats  every  rumor  as  revelation.  Chapter  5  warned  against  the  pride  of  secret 
knowledge, and the warning is even more important here because some of the historical network is  
genuinely documented. Partial truth can make exaggeration more persuasive. The antidote is disciplined 
evidence under the authority of Scripture.

The fourth lesson is that Christians must pray for rulers without worshiping them. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
commands prayer for kings and all those in authority so that believers may live peaceful and godly lives. 
Prayer recognizes that political authority matters. It also recognizes that rulers need mercy, wisdom, 
restraint, and salvation. The church does not pray because leaders are sovereign. It prays because God 
is.

The fifth lesson is that Christ's model of authority remains the standard. The church must not imitate 
the worst features of the systems it critiques. It should not build its own unaccountable priesthood of 
insiders,  demand unquestioning  loyalty  to  charismatic  investigators,  suppress  correction,  or  excuse 
falsehood because the falsehood appears useful against an enemy. Christian truthfulness is not tactical. 
It is obedience to the One who is the truth.

For the unbelieving reader, the deepest problem exposed by this chapter is not that powerful people 
form networks. Human beings at every social level form networks. The deeper problem is the desire to 
possess security, unity, knowledge, and authority apart from the Creator. That desire appears in empires 
and in individual hearts. Political exposure cannot cleanse it. Only the gospel can.

God calls sinners to repent and believe in Jesus Christ, who died for sins and rose from the dead. 
Romans 3:23-26 declares both the universality of human guilt and the righteousness of God in justifying 
those who have faith in Jesus. Acts 17:30-31 announces that God commands repentance because He has 
appointed  a  day  of  judgment  through  the  risen  Christ.  No  membership  list,  leaked  memorandum, 
political reform, or alternative information network can reconcile a sinner to God.

For believers, the call is to become harder to manipulate because we are more deeply governed by 
Christ. Study evidence. Refuse slander. Keep the local church central. Pray for wisdom. Tell the truth 
even  when  it  weakens  your  preferred  theory.  Resist  partiality  toward  both  the  powerful  and  the 
fashionable dissident. Do not exchange one cult of expertise for another cult of contrarianism. Do not  
fear what human beings can hide more than you fear the God before whom nothing is hidden.
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This  book  approaches  the  future  from  a  pre-tribulation  perspective,  while  reserving  the  full 
exegetical case for Chapter 19. That perspective must never become a timetable for speculation. The 
Blessed Hope is Christ Himself.  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 directs believers to the Lord's coming and the 
gathering of His people. Titus 2:11-14 joins that hope to holiness in the present age. Readiness therefore 
means faithful obedience, not obsession with hidden organizations.

Within  the  pre-tribulation  framework  adopted  in  this  book,  expectancy  is  inseparable  from 
watchfulness and mission. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 directs believers to wait for the Son from heaven, while 
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 joins deliverance from wrath to mutual encouragement and sober readiness. 
Faithful  evangelical  Christians differ over the timing of  the church's  gathering,  and Chapter 19 will 
address those differences. What no faithful view permits is date-setting, spiritual laziness, or fear-driven 
speculation.  The  Blessed  Hope  summons  the  church  to  holiness,  courage,  evangelism,  and  joyful 
allegiance to Christ.

If future systems of governance become more centralized, more technologically integrated, or more 
capable of conditioning access to ordinary life, Christians will need the kind of discernment this chapter 
seeks to cultivate. They will need to distinguish cooperation from coercion, legitimate expertise from 
unaccountable rule, public good from idolatrous political salvation, and documented coordination from 
imagined omnipotence.  They  will  also  need courage to  obey Christ  when participation in  a  system 
demands compromise.

But no Christian should finish this chapter believing that Rhodes, Milner, Curtis, the Round Table, 
Chatham House, or any later network holds history in its hands. Colossians 1:15-20 places every throne, 
dominion,  ruler,  and  authority  under  the  creative  and  reconciling  supremacy  of  Christ.  Human 
establishments rise and fall. Archives eventually open. Secret plans fail. Empires dissolve. The Word of 
the Lord endures.

Chapter  9  will  follow  the  story  from  informal  networks  into  the  more  formal  world  of  policy 
institutions. It will examine how think tanks, foundations, universities, advisory bodies, and revolving-
door careers  can turn relationships  and expertise  into  durable  public  influence.  The lesson carried 
forward is precise: institutional power is real, but it must be demonstrated mechanism by mechanism. 
Christian vigilance is necessary, but fear is not. The church's final confidence is not that it will uncover 
every network before it acts. It is that Jesus Christ is already Lord, and His people are called to remain 
truthful, holy, courageous, evangelistic, and ready for His return.
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