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DEDICATION

To the leader whose calendar is full but whose soul has been neglected; to the 
religious person who has heard many teachings but has not yet rested in 

Christ; to the wounded person who has confused the failures of Christians 
with the character of Jesus; and to every reader who senses that eternity 

cannot safely be postponed.

May God graciously use these pages to turn the mind toward truth, the 
conscience toward repentance, and the heart toward the crucified and risen 

Lord.



"Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."

Hebrews 3:15

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%203%3A15&version=CSB
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i

PREFACE

Why This Book Was Written
A person may spend decades preparing for a  profession and almost  no 

time  preparing  to  meet  God.  Modern  life  rewards  specialisation,  speed, 
competence,  visibility,  and  measurable  achievement.  It  teaches  people  to 
manage  risk,  build  institutions,  analyse  evidence,  improve  systems,  and 
extend influence. These abilities can serve worthwhile purposes. None of them 
can answer the final question of a human life: how can a guilty person stand 
accepted before a holy God?

This  book  was  written  because  that  question  is  often  postponed  by 
precisely the people who are most capable of addressing every other question. 
Leaders make decisions that affect families, organisations, communities, and 
nations, yet the decision concerning Jesus Christ is  frequently treated as a 
private detail to be revisited later. Professionals learn to scrutinise contracts,  
research,  policy,  and  financial  statements,  yet  may  accept  untested 
assumptions about God, death, morality, and eternity. Religious people may 
inherit  ceremonies,  vocabulary,  and  institutional  belonging  while  never 
understanding  the  Gospel.  Skeptical  people  may  carry  justified 
disappointment with hypocrisy and abuse, then direct their verdict against 
Christ rather than against those who disobeyed Him.

The purpose of this book is not to exploit fear, flatter religious identity, 
or  win an argument by force.  It  is  to place before  the reader  the biblical  
message of God, sin, Christ, grace, repentance, faith, judgment, and eternal 
life  with  sufficient  clarity  that  confusion  is  no  longer  a  refuge.  Scripture 
presents the Gospel as news about what God has accomplished in Jesus Christ 
and as  a  summons  requiring a  personal  response.  The message  is  gracious 
because God receives sinners who cannot save themselves. It is urgent because 
life is brief, judgment is real, and no person is promised another day.

No book can regenerate a human heart. Eloquence cannot create spiritual 
life. The new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit, who convicts concerning 
sin,  righteousness,  and judgment and gives  life  according to  God's  mercy 
(John 3:3-8;  John 16:7-11;  Titus 3:4-7). Repentance is granted by God, faith is 
not a ground for boasting, and salvation belongs entirely to His grace. Yet the 
same  Scriptures  command  every  hearer  to  repent  and  believe  the  Gospel 
(Mark 1:14-15;  Acts  17:30-31).  Divine sovereignty does not make the human 
response unnecessary. It makes salvation possible and excludes pride.

The pages that follow therefore speak directly. They do not assume that 
intelligence is  an enemy of faith or that religious language is  evidence of 
spiritual  life.  They  honour  scientific  investigation  while  rejecting  the 
philosophical claim that reality is limited to what scientific instruments can 
measure. They respect people of other religions while refusing to pretend that 
contradictory  claims  about  God  and  salvation  are  equally  true.  They 
acknowledge  grave  failures  committed  by  churches  and  Christian  leaders 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A30-31&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A14-15&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%203%3A4-7&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016%3A7-11&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A3-8&version=CSB
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while distinguishing those failures  from Jesus Christ,  whom such conduct 
dishonours.

This book does not ask a reader to become religious before coming to 
Christ. No denomination, institution, ceremony, cultural identity, or church 
membership can earn salvation or eternal life. God gives eternal life in His 
Son to those who repent and believe. Baptism, fellowship, worship, service, 
and  life  within  a  faithful  community  follow  as  grateful  obedience  and 
mutual care. They are not the purchase price of grace.

The  book's  central  image  is  simple.  Many  responsibilities  can  be 
delegated. A leader can appoint advisers,  entrust a legal matter to counsel, 
assign financial  management to  specialists,  and receive  medical  care  from 
trained professionals.  No one can repent on behalf  of  another  person.  No 
parent can believe for an adult child. No spouse can transfer saving faith. No 
minister can stand as a substitute for the sinner before God. No institution 
can lend its reputation to a soul. Jesus Christ alone is the saving substitute,  
and every reader must personally come to Him.

The  invitation  is  therefore  not  to  admire  Christianity  from  a  safe 
distance or  merely  exchange one religious  label  for  another.  It  is  to  hear 
God's  testimony  concerning  His  Son,  abandon  confidence  in  every  false 
refuge, and receive the gift of salvation through repentance and faith. The 
One who commands sinners to come is also the One who promises, "the one 
who comes to me I will never cast out" (John 6:37).

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A37&version=CSB
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INTRODUCTION

A Decision No One Can Make for You
There  are  decisions  whose  consequences  can  be  revised.  A  leader  can 

change a strategy, renegotiate a contract, appoint a new team, or correct a 
policy.  Even  costly  mistakes  may  sometimes  be  repaired.  The  decision 
concerning  Jesus  Christ  belongs  to  a  different  order.  It  reaches  beyond 
reputation, career, health, and the span of earthly life. It concerns the truth 
about God, the condition of the human soul, the meaning of the cross, and 
the judgment that follows death.

The word decision can be misunderstood. Salvation is not manufactured 
by  human  willpower.  A  sinner  does  not  create  spiritual  life  by  choosing 
religious improvement. Scripture says that those who receive Christ are born 
not by natural descent, human desire, or human determination, but by God 
(John 1:12-13). It also says that people are responsible to repent and believe. The 
biblical  call  is  neither self-salvation nor passive  fatalism. God acts  first  in 
grace, Christ accomplishes redemption, the Spirit awakens, and the sinner 
receives rather than earns the gift.

That gift has objective content. It is not a mood, an undefined spiritual 
energy,  permission  to  design  a  private  faith,  or  an  invitation  merely  to 
become  more  religious.  God  offers  reconciliation  through  a  particular 
person, Jesus Christ, and through a particular saving work, His obedient life, 
substitutionary death, and bodily resurrection. The Gospel announces that 
the Creator whom humanity has offended has provided the only sufficient 
Saviour. It then commands a response.

The Reader This Book Addresses
This book addresses the person whose public competence has concealed 

private spiritual neglect. It addresses the scholar who can discuss religion as a 
social  phenomenon  but  has  not  faced  the  claims  of  Christ  as  truth.  It 
addresses the scientist who rightly values testable explanations yet has quietly 
turned a research method into a total philosophy of reality. It addresses the 
entrepreneur who assumes that growth, opportunity, and influence indicate 
divine approval. It addresses the public servant who speaks of integrity while 
accommodating  hidden  compromise.  It  addresses  the  churchgoer  whose 
familiarity with Christian practices has never become repentance and faith.

It  also  addresses  the  person  wounded  by  religion.  Some  readers  have 
encountered greed presented as ministry, authoritarian control presented as 
spiritual authority, political ambition presented as prophecy, and sexual or 
financial exploitation protected by institutional silence. Such wrongs must be 
named without excuse. Jesus Christ does not require a wounded person to call 
evil  good. He commands truth, protects the vulnerable,  exposes  hypocrisy, 
and warns leaders who cause others to stumble (Matthew 18:5-7; Matthew 23:1-

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023%3A1-36&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018%3A5-7&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A12-13&version=CSB
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36). The sins of people who invoke His name do not alter His identity. They  
reveal the human need for the very judgment and grace He proclaimed.

The book also addresses the religiously plural reader and the person whose 
family or community belongs to another faith. Exposure to many beliefs may 
create  the impression that  certainty is  arrogant and indecision is  humble. 
Genuine humility,  however,  submits to truth rather than protecting itself 
from  a  verdict.  Christianity  does  not  teach  that  Christians  are  naturally 
superior to others.  It  teaches that all  have sinned and that salvation is  an 
undeserved gift. The exclusive claim rests not upon the merit of Christians, a 
Western culture, or an institution, but upon the identity of Christ. Coming 
to  Him does  not  require  contempt  for  one's  family,  people,  language,  or 
legitimate cultural heritage. It requires that every loyalty, practice, and belief 
be brought under His truth and lordship.

What Must Become Clear
The argument of the book unfolds in a deliberate order. It begins with 

the  limits  of  success  and  the  inadequacy  of  spiritual  postponement.  It 
considers truth, science, conscience, and the depth of sin. It then shows why 
religion  and morality  cannot  reconcile  the  sinner  to  God.  At  the  centre 
stands Jesus Christ, not Christianity as a cultural label. His person, cross, and 
resurrection  define  the  Gospel.  The  final  chapters  explain  repentance  and 
faith, the new allegiance of discipleship, and the urgency of responding while 
the invitation is heard.

Several distinctions will remain important.
First,  explanation  is  not  regeneration.  A  reader  may  understand  the 

argument and still resist God. Scripture describes this resistance as moral and 
spiritual,  not  merely  intellectual  (John 3:19-21).  Clear  explanation removes 
confusion, but only God can give a heart that welcomes the truth.

Second, urgency is not manipulation. The book will not invent threats or 
exploit panic. Urgency arises from realities every honest reader must face: life 
is uncertain, death is unavoidable, judgment follows, and Christ commands 
repentance now (Hebrews 9:27-28; 2 Corinthians 6:1-2).

Third, receiving salvation is not paying for it. Repentance and faith do 
not purchase grace. They are the empty hands by which the sinner receives 
Christ.  Even  those  hands  are  opened  by  divine  mercy.  The  person  who 
believes has no ground for boasting, because salvation is God's work from 
beginning to end (Ephesians 2:1-10).

Fourth, good works are neither the cause of salvation nor irrelevant to it. 
They  cannot  justify  the  sinner.  Yet  the  grace  that  forgives  also  begins  to 
transform. A faith that permanently leaves a person at peace with rebellion is 
not the living faith Scripture describes (James 2:14-26; Titus 2:11-14).

The Gift and the Giver
Modern language often treats salvation as one benefit among many. The 

biblical Gospel is richer. God does not merely offer relief from consequences 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202%3A11-14&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%202%3A14-26&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A1-10&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%206%3A1-2&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%209%3A27-28&version=CSB
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while leaving the sinner independent. He gives His Son. To receive salvation 
is to receive Christ as He truly is: Saviour and Lord. Forgiveness, justification, 
adoption,  reconciliation,  eternal  life,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are 
inseparable from union with Him.

This means the reader must not ask only what Christianity can add to an 
existing life. Christ does not enter as a decorative spiritual adviser. He claims 
the person because He created the person and purchased redemption at the 
cost of His blood. His lordship does not diminish human dignity. It restores 
human beings to the purpose for which they were made.

The Gospel is therefore both more humbling and more hopeful than self-
improvement. It is more humbling because it says that education, discipline, 
reputation, and sincere effort cannot remove guilt. It is more hopeful because 
it  says that Christ  has accomplished what sinners  could never accomplish. 
The  way  to  God  is  not  reserved  for  the  intellectually  elite,  the  morally 
impressive, or the religiously experienced. It is opened through the crucified 
and risen Son to everyone who comes in repentance and faith.

The Decision Before the Reader
No one can outsource this response. A family may pray for you, but it  

cannot repent for you. A church may teach you, but it cannot believe for you. 
A minister may explain the Gospel, but he cannot transfer reconciliation to 
you. A certificate may record baptism, membership, ordination, or education, 
but it cannot testify that your heart rests in Christ.  Religious affiliation is  
neither  a  substitute  for  faith  nor  an  admission  requirement  for  grace.  A 
future intention has no saving value in the present.

Refusing  to  decide  does  not  create  neutrality.  When  God  commands 
repentance and offers mercy through His Son, delay continues the existing 
condition  of  unbelief.  The  person  who  postpones  Christ  remains  where 
Scripture says every sinner begins: under condemnation and without life in 
the Son (John 3:18; 1 John 5:11-12).

Yet the opening note of the Gospel is not despair. God has spoken. Christ 
has come. The sacrifice has been offered. The tomb is empty. The invitation is 
sincere.  The reader who sees personal guilt  need not remain at a distance.  
Jesus received tax collectors,  religious hypocrites who humbled themselves, 
the sexually broken, the socially rejected, and dying criminals who entrusted 
themselves  to  Him.  His  mercy  does  not  reward  merit.  It  rescues  the 
undeserving.

Read, therefore, not as a spectator collecting religious information, but as 
a  person  addressed  by  God  through  His  Word.  The  aim  is  not  hurried 
emotion. It is honest attention. The matters considered in these chapters are 
not  safely  contained  within  literature,  philosophy,  or  private  spirituality. 
They concern the living Christ before whom every person will stand.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205%3A11-12&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A18&version=CSB
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CHAPTER 1

The Question Success Cannot Silence

The message arrived while the meeting was still in progress. Around the 
table were people accustomed to decisions measured in millions,  deadlines 
measured in hours, and consequences carried by employees they would never 
meet. The presentation continued, but one participant no longer heard it. A 
relative  had  died  unexpectedly.  The  language  of  forecasts,  targets,  and 
strategic  advantage  suddenly  became  small.  The  person  who  could  assess 
institutional risk had no framework for the end of a human life.

Scenes  like  this  occur  in  many  forms.  A  physician  who  has  delivered 
difficult diagnoses receives one of her own. A professor who has interpreted 
centuries of thought stands at the grave of a friend. A business leader retires 
and discovers that identity had been tied to a title.  A public official leaves 
office and learns how quickly influence moves to another person. A parent 
watches  an  adult  child  reject  every  value  the  family  tried  to  teach.  An 
employee reaches the position once imagined as the answer to dissatisfaction 
and finds the old restlessness waiting there.

Success  can solve real  problems.  It  can provide food,  safety,  education, 
treatment,  opportunity,  and the means to serve  others.  Scripture does not 
require contempt for honest labour or responsible achievement. It commends 
diligence, stewardship, wisdom, and justice. The error begins when a good 
gift is asked to perform the work of God. Career, wealth, recognition, and 
influence were never designed to carry the weight of the soul.

The Competence That Cannot Save
Modern leaders are trained to turn uncertainty into action. They gather 

data,  appoint  specialists,  establish  controls,  and  create  contingency  plans. 
This habit can produce an illusion of mastery. The illusion is rarely stated 
openly.  It  appears  in  the  quiet  assumption  that  every  serious  matter  can 
eventually  be  managed  if  sufficient  knowledge,  money,  technology,  or 
authority is available.

Death breaks that assumption. So does guilt. So does the knowledge that 
the public version of a life may differ from the private reality. A person can 
manage  appearances  without  cleansing  the  conscience.  Reputation  can  be 
repaired while character remains unchanged. Legal liability may be avoided 
while  moral  guilt  remains  before  God.  Medical  science  may  extend  life 
without  removing the  appointment  with death.  Technology may increase 
information without producing wisdom.

Jesus spoke directly to this false confidence. He described a wealthy man 
whose  fields  produced  an  abundant  harvest.  The  man's  response  was  not 
gratitude, generosity, or humility. He enlarged his storage and spoke to his 
own soul as though accumulated goods could guarantee many years of ease. 
God called him a fool because his life would end that night. The issue was not 
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that  he  had  planned  or  prospered.  The  issue  was  that  he  had  treated 
possessions as security and lived without being rich toward God (Luke 12:13-
21).

The man in the parable did what competent people often do. He projected 
the present into the future. He assumed that because resources were available, 
time was  also  available.  He counted assets  and ignored accountability.  He 
prepared for retirement and not for judgment.

The foolishness Jesus exposed remains modern. Pension plans, insurance 
policies, medical screenings, succession arrangements, and legal documents 
are prudent. None of them is a covenant with tomorrow. Scripture does not 
condemn preparation. It condemns preparation that excludes God and treats 
life  as  personal  property.  James  describes  merchants  who  confidently 
announce future travel, business, and profit while forgetting that human life 
is a mist that appears briefly and disappears (James 4:13-17). Their problem is 
not commerce. It is practical atheism, the conduct of life as though God were 
irrelevant.

The Soul Beneath the Role
Leadership  strengthens  certain  habits.  A  leader  must  often  project 

steadiness,  make  decisions  before  every  uncertainty  is  resolved,  and  carry 
information that cannot be widely shared. Over time, the role can become a 
shelter  from personal  truth.  The  person learns  to  speak  as  the  office,  the 
profession, the institution, or the public identity. The soul beneath the role 
receives less attention.

A role can answer what a person does. It cannot answer what a person is  
before God. It can explain authority within an organisation. It cannot grant 
authority over life and death. It can produce recognition among people. It 
cannot secure divine approval.

Jesus placed this distinction at the centre of discipleship. He asked what 
benefit there is in gaining the whole world and losing one's life.  He then 
stated that nothing a person possesses can be exchanged for that life (Mark 
8:34-37).  The  language  is  economic,  but  the  conclusion  defeats  every 
economic calculation. The whole world is insufficient compensation for the 
loss of the soul.

The phrase "gain the whole world" includes more than wealth. It includes 
the world of ambition, intellectual prestige, sexual freedom, political power, 
social admiration, and personal autonomy. A person may gain only a small 
portion of that world and still make the same exchange. Every time Christ is 
refused in order to preserve control, the soul is treated as less valuable than 
the temporary object being protected.

This is not a call to abandon vocation. It is a call to abandon the illusion  
that  vocation  can  become  salvation.  Work  matters  because  God  created 
human beings to cultivate, steward, serve, and exercise responsible dominion. 
Work becomes idolatry when it supplies identity, righteousness, security, and 
meaning that should be received from God.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A34-37&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A34-37&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204%3A13-17&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012%3A13-21&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012%3A13-21&version=CSB
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The Restlessness Achievement Cannot Cure
The book of Ecclesiastes examines life under the conditions people still 

pursue.  Its  royal  speaker  possesses  resources,  intelligence,  opportunity, 
pleasure, property, projects, and public greatness. He builds, acquires, studies, 
and enjoys. He does not condemn every created pleasure. He discovers that 
created pleasure cannot provide ultimate gain when it is detached from the 
Creator.  His  verdict  over  the  whole  experiment  is  that  it  is  fleeting  and 
unable to bear the burden placed upon it (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11).

This  restlessness  often appears  after achievement rather than before it.  
Before  a  goal  is  reached,  dissatisfaction  can  be  explained  by  the  distance 
remaining.  After  it  is  reached,  the  explanation  collapses.  The  promotion 
came,  the  publication  appeared,  the  company  grew,  the  building  was 
completed,  the  award  was  received,  or  the  election was  won.  For  a  time, 
satisfaction rises. Then ordinary life returns. A new target is created because 
the previous one could not become a final home.

The problem is not insufficient achievement. The problem is a misplaced 
hope. Finite goods give finite satisfaction. When the human heart demands 
infinity  from  them,  they  either  disappoint  or  enslave.  The  person  then 
consumes the gift, seeks a stronger version of it, or fears its loss.

The  biblical  explanation  is  that  human  beings  were  created  for  God. 
Their deepest hunger is not evidence that every desire should be obeyed. It is  
evidence that no created object can replace the Creator. The soul's restlessness 
can  be  distorted  into  greed,  lust,  control,  addiction,  or  endless  novelty. 
Beneath those distortions lies a more basic alienation. Humanity has turned 
from God and seeks life in His gifts while resisting His rule.

Busyness as Spiritual Avoidance
Some people reject the Gospel after conscious examination. Many never 

grant it that attention. Busyness becomes the respectable means of avoidance.  
There  is  always  another  deadline,  trip,  crisis,  meeting,  course,  project,  or 
family responsibility. Matters of faith are assigned to the undefined category 
of "later."

This postponement feels neutral because it lacks an explicit refusal. It is 
not  neutral.  A  person  who  remains  unreconciled  to  God  while  delaying 
repentance continues in unbelief. Delay protects the present arrangement. It 
permits the individual to retain control while appearing open-minded.

The  danger  is  not  only  that  life  may  end  unexpectedly.  Repeated 
postponement shapes the heart. Truth refused today may be harder to hear 
tomorrow. Conscience can become less sensitive through habitual resistance. 
Scripture warns, "Today, if  you hear his  voice,  do not harden your hearts" 
(Hebrews 3:7-15). The warning joins opportunity and responsibility. Hearing 
creates a present obligation.

Busyness also produces a false measure of importance. Urgent tasks press 
themselves  upon  attention.  Eternal  matters  often  do  not.  A  report  has  a 
deadline. The soul does not send calendar reminders. A client calls. Judgment 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%203%3A7-15&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%202%3A1-11&version=CSB


SIXBERT SANGWA

4

remains  silent  until  the  appointed  time.  The  absence  of  immediate 
interruption is mistaken for the absence of ultimate consequence.

Moses  prayed  for  wisdom  in  the  light  of  mortality.  Psalm  90 places 
human generations beneath God's eternity. People return to dust, years pass 
like a brief watch in the night, and even a long life is marked by toil and 
sorrow.  The appropriate  response is  not despair  but  a  prayer:  "Teach us  to 
number our days  carefully  so that  we may develop wisdom in our hearts" 
(Psalm 90:1-12). Numbering days means receiving life as limited, accountable, 
and dependent upon God.

The Limits of Legacy
Leaders often speak of legacy when mortality becomes difficult to ignore. 

Legacy  can  express  responsible  concern  for  those  who  follow.  It  can  also 
become  a  secular  substitute  for  eternal  life.  A  person  hopes  to  continue 
through  institutions,  buildings,  publications,  children,  policies,  charitable 
foundations, or public memory.

A good legacy may bless others. It cannot reconcile the one who leaves it. 
Future admiration cannot revise a person's standing before God. History may 
remember  a  leader  kindly  while  heaven's  judgment  differs.  History  may 
condemn  a  person  whose  faithfulness  God  approves.  Public  memory  is 
neither omniscient nor final.

The  desire  to  be  remembered  reveals  that  human  beings  know,  even 
when they deny it, that a life should matter beyond immediate pleasure. Yet  
memory itself is fragile. Names once celebrated disappear. Institutions change 
their  purposes.  Monuments  fall.  Digital  archives  multiply  while  attention 
shortens. Scripture directs hope away from being remembered by the world 
and toward being known by God.

Jesus told His disciples to rejoice that their names were written in heaven 
(Luke  10:20).  The  statement  does  not  celebrate  earthly  insignificance.  It 
establishes the only recognition that finally endures. To be known savingly 
by Christ is greater than to be known widely by the world.

Success and the Exposure of the Heart
Success does not create every moral problem it reveals. It enlarges options 

and weakens certain restraints.  A person without power may imagine that 
power would make goodness easier. Power often shows what the person loves 
when opposition is reduced. Money can reveal whether possessions are tools 
for  stewardship  or  instruments  of  self-exaltation.  Influence  can  reveal 
whether people are treated as neighbours or assets. Privacy can reveal whether 
integrity exists without observation.

This  exposure  should  produce  humility.  The  leader  is  not  a  different 
species from the employee, the celebrity from the unknown, or the educated 
from the uneducated. All share the same fallen nature. Scripture refuses the 
flattering  division  between  respectable  people  who  need  advice  and 
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disreputable  people  who need  salvation.  All  have  sinned and fall  short  of 
God's glory (Romans 3:9-23).

The Gospel therefore does not approach the successful person as though 
success were a crime. It approaches that person as a sinner whose achievements 
cannot justify. The same grace that receives the poor receives the wealthy. The 
same cross that humbles the socially marginal humbles the honoured. At the 
foot of the cross, credentials cannot be presented as payment.

The Question Behind Every Other Question
The deepest question is not whether a life appears meaningful by personal 

standards.  It is  whether that life is  rightly related to God. Meaning is not 
invented  by  preference.  It  is  received  from  the  One  who  created  human 
beings in His image. The Creator's purpose includes worship, holiness, love,  
stewardship,  truth, and communion with Him. Sin fractures  that purpose, 
and no increase in activity repairs the fracture.

This  is  why  spiritual  restlessness  cannot  be  solved  by  adding  religious 
activity  to  an  unchanged  centre.  A  leader  may  become  more  charitable, 
attend  services,  support  a  ministry,  or  adopt  spiritual  language  while 
retaining self-rule. The biblical issue is reconciliation. The person must be 
brought from hostility to peace with God, from guilt to justification, and 
from death to life.

That reconciliation is not achieved by leadership skill. It is accomplished 
by Jesus Christ. The first chapter cannot yet explain the whole Gospel, but it 
must establish the need to hear it.  The person who assumes that success is 
enough will not receive grace as grace. The person who recognises the limits 
of every achievement is prepared to consider a gift that cannot be earned.

Before God
Your  work  may  be  valuable.  Your  influence  may  be  substantial.  Your 

discipline may have produced results  that deserve gratitude.  None of  these 
realities can bear your sin, conquer your death, or make you righteous before 
God.

The soul cannot be entered on an institutional balance sheet, but it is not 
therefore  unreal.  Eternity  does  not  appear  on  a  calendar,  but  it  is  not 
therefore  distant.  God  is  not  one  stakeholder  among  many.  He  is  the 
Creator, owner, judge, and giver of life.

The wisest first response is not panic but honesty. Success has limits. Time 
is not guaranteed. Busyness does not cancel accountability. The question that 
success  cannot  silence  is  the  question  of  your  standing  before  God.  That 
question will lead, before this book is finished, to Jesus Christ.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%203%3A9-23&version=CSB
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CHAPTER 2

Many Teachings, but Truth Is Not Many

A modern person can encounter  more religious  teaching in one week 
than many earlier generations encountered in a lifetime. A phone provides 
sermons, meditations, debates, testimonies, rituals, prophecies, philosophical 
lectures, and spiritual techniques from every part of the world. The result is 
not always understanding. Abundance can produce ambiguity. When every 
voice is available, truth may be treated as one preference among many.

In  workplaces  and  public  institutions,  religious  difference  is  often 
managed through courtesy and restraint. Those virtues are necessary. People 
should not be mocked, coerced, or denied dignity because of belief. Yet the 
habits that sustain peaceful coexistence can be transferred into the realm of 
truth, where they do not belong. Respect for persons becomes the claim that  
all beliefs are equally valid. The desire to avoid conflict becomes refusal to 
distinguish truth from error.

The statement that all religions lead to the same God sounds generous 
until their central claims are considered. Some traditions affirm one personal 
Creator; others speak of many deities, an impersonal ultimate reality, or no 
creator at all. Some describe the human problem as guilt before a holy God; 
others describe ignorance, imbalance, attachment, social disorder, or failure 
to  observe  prescribed  practices.  Some  teach  one  earthly  life  followed  by 
judgment;  others  teach repeated lives,  absorption into  ultimate  reality,  or 
uncertain  continuance.  Some  locate  salvation  in  divine  grace;  others  in 
knowledge,  ritual,  moral  effort,  spiritual  discipline,  lineage,  or  a 
combination of these.

These claims cannot all be true in the same sense. Contradiction is not 
diversity. If Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who died for sins and rose  
bodily from the dead, then a system that denies His deity, atoning death, or 
resurrection is mistaken at the point where the Gospel is defined. If He did 
not rise, apostolic Christianity is false. The disagreement is not merely about 
cultural expression. It concerns what happened in history and what God has 
revealed.

Sincerity and Truth
Sincerity matters morally, but it is not a method for creating truth. A 

person may sincerely trust an incorrect medical diagnosis, follow a false map, 
accept manipulated data, or believe an unreliable witness. The sincerity may 
explain the person's action. It does not make the object of belief reliable.

Religious sincerity should therefore be treated with compassion but not 
confused with saving truth. Scripture contains deeply sincere people who were 
sincerely wrong.  Saul  of  Tarsus  persecuted Christians  with zeal  because  he 
believed he was defending God's honour. He later described that former life 
as  ignorance  and unbelief  and regarded his  religious  achievements  as  loss 
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compared with knowing Christ (Acts 9:1-22; Philippians 3:4-9; 1 Timothy 1:12-
16). His sincerity did not save him. Christ did.

This  distinction  protects  humility.  Christians  do  not  claim  that  they 
discovered truth through superior character. They confess that God showed 
mercy. The Gospel leaves no room for religious boasting because it declares 
the entire human race guilty and makes salvation a gift.

The Hidden Pride of Permanent Uncertainty
Certainty  can  be  arrogant  when a  person refuses  correction or  claims 

knowledge beyond evidence.  Permanent uncertainty  can also  be  proud.  It 
may allow the individual to remain judge over every truth claim without ever 
submitting to a verdict. The person repeatedly says that no one can know, yet 
treats that statement as known. All religions are declared relative except the 
speaker's relativism.

Intellectual humility does not mean that truth is inaccessible. It means 
that human understanding is limited, dependent, and responsible to reality. 
A humble person is  willing to be corrected by evidence and revelation.  A 
proud person may defend certainty or uncertainty for the same reason:  to 
preserve autonomy.

The Bible does not present faith as belief without reasons. It presents faith 
as  trust  in  the  God  who  has  acted  and  spoken.  Luke  explains  that  he 
investigated the events  concerning Jesus  carefully  so  that  his  reader  could 
know the certainty of what had been taught (Luke 1:1-4).  Paul  placed the 
death,  burial,  resurrection, and appearances of  Christ  at  the centre of  the 
message  he  had  received  and  transmitted  (1  Corinthians  15:1-8).  Christian 
faith rests upon testimony concerning public events, not private imagination.

Standards for Examining Religious Claims
Religious  claims  deserve  serious  examination  because  they  concern 

ultimate reality and eternal consequence. Several standards help prevent both 
gullibility and dismissiveness.

A claim should possess  internal  coherence.  It  should not depend upon 
contradictions concealed by poetic language. A claim should correspond to 
reality. It should account for the world as it is, including beauty, order, moral 
obligation, suffering, guilt, reason, love, evil, and death. A claim should have 
adequate  historical  grounding when it  depends  upon historical  events.  Its 
sources should be examined according to the same fair standards used with 
other ancient testimony, neither granted immunity nor dismissed because 
miracles are involved.

A religious system should also display moral adequacy. It should explain 
why persons possess dignity and why certain acts are truly wrong rather than 
merely  disliked.  It  should  address  guilt  rather  than  simply  rename  it.  It 
should  distinguish  forgiveness  from  denial  and  mercy  from  indifference. 
Above all, if a claim presents itself as revelation from God, the character of 
the claimed revelation and the identity of its mediator must be examined.
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These standards do not place autonomous reason above God. Reason is 
itself  a  gift  from  God and must  function as  a  servant  of  truth.  Scripture 
commends  testing  rather  than  credulity.  The  Bereans  were  called  noble 
because  they  received  the  apostolic  message  eagerly  and  examined  the 
Scriptures daily to verify it  (Acts  17:10-12).  Christians are instructed to test 
everything and hold to what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:19-22).

The God Who Has Made Himself Known
The biblical message begins not with humanity's search for God but with 

God's self-disclosure. Creation reveals divine power and majesty. Conscience 
bears witness to moral accountability. The history of Israel records covenant,  
law, promise, judgment, and mercy. The prophets announce God's holiness 
and the coming salvation. The fullest revelation is personal: God has spoken 
through His Son (Hebrews 1:1-3).

This  order  matters.  Human  beings  do  not  construct  a  path  upward 
through spiritual  experimentation.  God comes near,  speaks,  promises,  and 
acts. Salvation is not the reward for those who successfully solve the religious 
puzzle. It is grace given through the One God appointed.

Through  Isaiah,  God  declares  Himself  the  Creator,  the  only  God, 
righteous and saving. He summons the ends of the earth to turn to Him and 
be saved (Isaiah 45:18-22). The claim is universal without being pluralistic. The 
invitation  reaches  all  peoples  precisely  because  there  is  one  God  and  one 
salvation.

The universal scope of the invitation should prevent national or cultural 
possession of Christianity. Jesus is not the tribal property of the West, the 
East,  Africa,  the Middle East,  or any civilisation. The Gospel arose within 
God's dealings with Israel and was commanded to all nations. Every culture is 
judged by Christ,  and people from every people,  language, and nation are 
redeemed by His blood (Matthew 28:18-20; Revelation 5:9-10).

Paul in the Marketplace of Beliefs
Acts 17:16-31 offers a model for speaking within religious diversity. Paul 

entered Athens, a centre of philosophy, art, civic identity, and many forms of 
worship. He observed carefully. He understood enough of the culture to cite 
its poets. He did not begin with ridicule. He acknowledged the Athenians' 
religious concern.

He  also  refused  to  leave  them  within  ambiguity.  Their  altar  to  an 
unknown god became the point from which he proclaimed the God they did 
not know. This  God made the world,  does  not live  in temples  as  though 
dependent  upon  human  service,  gives  life  to  all,  rules  the  nations,  and 
commands  all  people  everywhere  to  repent.  The  message  culminated  in  a 
particular man whom God raised from the dead and appointed to judge the 
world (Acts 17:16-31).

Paul's approach combines respect and confrontation. He does not insult 
the listeners,  but  neither does  he baptise  their  religious system. He moves 
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from  shared  human  awareness  to  divine  revelation,  from  creation  to 
accountability,  and  from  ignorance  to  the  command  to  repent.  The 
resurrection of Jesus is the decisive event.

The modern marketplace  requires  the same balance.  Courtesy  without 
truth leaves people undisturbed in error. Truth without love misrepresents the 
God whose kindness leads to repentance.  Christian witness should neither 
dissolve  into  vague  spirituality  nor  become an  exercise  in  humiliation.  It 
should present Christ clearly.

Jesus and the Claim That Cannot Be Reduced
Many people are willing to include Jesus in a list of admired teachers. This  

inclusion appears respectful, but it can avoid His actual claims. Jesus did not 
present Himself merely as one guide to a reality greater than Himself.  He 
spoke as the Son who uniquely knows and reveals the Father (Matthew 11:25-
27).  He  claimed  authority  to  forgive  sins  (Mark  2:1-12).  He  declared  that 
honour given to the Son belongs with honour given to the Father and that 
He will raise the dead and execute judgment (John 5:19-29).

His statement, "I am the way, the truth, and the life," is not compatible 
with the claim that He is merely one path among equally saving alternatives. 
He added that no one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6). 
The apostles proclaimed the same conclusion: salvation is found in no one 
else, because no other name under heaven has been given by which people 
must be saved (Acts 4:10-12).

The exclusivity is located in Christ, not in the Christian's superiority. A 
drowning person who points  to the only rescue does  not  claim to be the  
rescuer. The church is faithful only when it directs attention away from itself 
toward Him.

Coming to Christ Is Not Cultural Erasure
For some readers, considering Jesus Christ feels like betrayal of family, 

ancestors, community, or nation. The Gospel does not require contempt for 
parents, rejection of ethnicity, abandonment of language, or imitation of a 
foreign culture. Christ gathers people from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language without erasing their created humanity (Revelation 7:9-10).

Every culture,  including cultures  historically called Christian,  contains 
gifts to receive and sins to reject. Coming to Christ means that no inherited  
belief, ritual, political loyalty, ancestral claim, or social expectation remains 
above His authority. Some practices can be retained with gratitude. Others 
must be renounced because they compete with His mediation, contradict His 
commands, or bind the conscience to fear.

A  convert  should  continue  to  honour  family  members,  speak  truth 
without  insult,  fulfil  legitimate  responsibilities,  and  pursue  peace  where 
possible  (Romans  12:17-18).  Loyalty  to  Christ  may  nevertheless  bring 
misunderstanding or rejection. His promise is not that discipleship will be 
socially painless, but that no one who comes to Him is abandoned.
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Inherited Religion and Personal Truth
Many  readers  inherited  religious  identity  through  family,  nation, 

community, or school. Inheritance can be a gift. It may provide Scripture, 
prayer, moral formation, and a community of faith. It can also create false 
assurance.  A  person  may  defend  Christianity  as  culture  while  remaining 
unconverted. Another may reject Christianity because of cultural association 
without examining Christ.

Truth is not determined by inheritance. A belief is not false because it was 
taught by parents,  nor true  because  it  is  ancient.  The relevant  question is 
whether it  corresponds to God's revelation. Every inherited belief must be 
brought under Scripture.

This  applies  equally  to  modern  secular  assumptions.  A  person  may 
imagine that religion is inherited but secularism is neutral. Secularism also 
carries  beliefs  about  reality,  knowledge,  freedom,  morality,  and  human 
destiny. A worldview is present whether or not it uses religious language.

Syncretism and the Desire to Keep Every Door Open
Syncretism combines  elements  from different spiritual  systems.  It  may 

add Christian language to ancestral  mediation, occult  practices,  prosperity 
rituals, energy techniques, divination, or private revelation. The mixture can 
seem prudent.  Keeping several  spiritual  options appears  safer  than trusting 
one.

Biblically, this is not openness but divided worship. God did not permit 
Israel to honour Him as one deity among others. Jesus cannot be added to a  
spiritual portfolio. He is Lord. The apostolic Gospel turned people from idols 
to serve the living and true God (1 Thessalonians 1:8-10). Converts in Ephesus 
publicly  renounced  magical  practices  rather  than  combining  them  with 
Christian faith (Acts 19:11-20).

The  sufficiency  of  Christ  makes  spiritual  supplementation  both 
unnecessary and disloyal.  The One through whom all  things were created 
does  not  need  reinforcement  from  created  powers.  The  Mediator  who 
reconciles sinners  to God does not share that office with ancestors,  saints, 
spirits, or secret knowledge.

Before God
Religious diversity is a fact. Religious truth is not created by the fact of 

diversity.  Contradictory  claims  cannot  all  describe  God  and  salvation 
accurately. Sincerity cannot convert error into truth, and uncertainty cannot 
serve forever as a shelter from responsibility.

God has not left humanity with only competing human searches. He has 
acted in history and spoken through His Son. Jesus Christ does not request a 
place among many teachers. He claims to be the way to the Father, the truth 
by  which  every  claim  is  judged,  and  the  life  sinners  do  not  possess  in 
themselves.
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The task is not to become contemptuous of other people. It is to become 
honest  about  Christ.  Respect  for  every  neighbour  can  coexist  with  the 
confession that salvation is found in Him alone. Indeed, love requires clarity 
where eternity is concerned.

The reader is therefore being led away from the comfortable statement 
that all roads are ultimately the same. The roads offer different gods, different 
diagnoses, and different hopes. The Gospel will now be examined on its own 
terms, beginning with the relationship between scientific knowledge and the 
God who made the world science studies.
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CHAPTER 3

What Science Reveals and What It 
Cannot Decide

A laboratory can be a place of disciplined wonder. It can also become, in 
the imagination of the public, a temple of total explanation. The difference 
does not lie in the instruments. It lies in the philosophy brought to them.

Science has enlarged human understanding of the physical world, exposed 
hidden  processes,  corrected  inherited  errors,  relieved  suffering,  and  made 
possible technologies earlier generations could scarcely imagine. Christians 
should not fear careful investigation of creation. The world belongs to God, 
and truth discovered about it cannot finally contradict the God of truth. The 
conflict  arises  when  the  methods  of  natural  science  are  expanded  into  a 
complete account of reality and used to declare that nothing exists beyond 
what those methods are designed to observe.

The distinction is between science and scientism. Science is a disciplined 
family of methods for investigating the natural world through observation, 
measurement,  modelling,  testing,  criticism,  and revision.  Scientism is  the 
philosophical assertion that science is the only genuine source of knowledge 
or that only scientifically measurable realities  exist.  The first is  a  powerful 
human practice. The second is a worldview.

Scientism cannot be established by a scientific experiment. No instrument 
can  measure  the  proposition  that  only  measurable  things  are  real.  The 
statement  is  philosophical  and  must  be  evaluated  philosophically.  It  also 
weakens itself, because its own central claim is not produced by the method it 
declares uniquely valid.

The Proper Strength of Scientific Inquiry
Scientific  work  depends  upon  humility  before  evidence.  Explanations 

must be tested, revised, and subjected to criticism. The National Academy of 
Sciences  describes  scientific  knowledge  as  knowledge  that  must  withstand 
testing,  retesting,  and the  scrutiny  of  the  scientific  community  (National 
Academy of Sciences, 2008). This disciplined openness to correction is not an 
enemy  of  Christian  faith.  It  reflects  the  creaturely  condition  of  human 
knowers. People are capable of understanding but also capable of error.

The  Bible  does  not  provide  a  substitute  for  laboratory  investigation. 
Scripture reveals God, creation, humanity, sin, redemption, judgment, and 
the  purpose  of  all  things.  It  does  not  give  technical  instructions  for 
sequencing genomes,  modelling weather,  treating infection, or measuring 
distant  galaxies.  The  created  order  should  be  studied  through  methods 
appropriate to it.

At the same time, scientific models do not replace Scripture as the source 
of God's saving revelation. A microscope can reveal cellular structure, but it 
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cannot reveal justification by faith. A telescope can display light from distant 
galaxies, but it cannot announce the forgiveness of sins. Brain imaging can 
identify patterns associated with emotion or decision-making, but it cannot 
determine whether a person is morally reconciled to God.

The  limits  do  not  diminish  science.  Every  discipline  has  boundaries. 
Economics  cannot  determine the  meaning of  worship.  Chemistry  cannot 
decide whether betrayal is morally evil. A legal judgment can establish civil 
liability but not remove guilt before God. Knowing what a method can and 
cannot answer is a mark of intellectual maturity.

Why the World Is Intelligible
Scientific  inquiry  assumes  that  the  world  possesses  order,  that  human 

reason can recognise aspects of that order, and that repeated observation can 
yield genuine knowledge. These assumptions are so familiar that they may go 
unnoticed. Yet they invite explanation.

Biblical  theism gives  a  coherent account.  The universe is  not ultimate 
chaos. It is created and sustained by the rational will of God. Human beings 
are not accidental observers wholly alien to reality. They are made in God's 
image  and  given  capacities  suited,  though  imperfectly,  to  understanding 
creation. The same divine wisdom that orders the world creates minds able to 
discover portions of that order.

The  opening  declaration  of  Scripture  is  not  an  attempted  scientific 
formula.  It  is  an  ontological  claim:  "In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth"  (Genesis  1:1).  Everything  that  is  not  God  owes 
existence to Him. The world is contingent. It does not contain the sufficient 
reason for its own existence.

The  Psalms  speak  of  creation  declaring  God's  glory  and  the  heavens 
proclaiming His handiwork (Psalm 19:1-6). This declaration is not a sentence 
heard by the ear. It is the witness of order, magnitude, beauty, dependence, 
and power. The apostle Paul likewise teaches that God's eternal power and 
divine nature are perceived through what He has made, leaving humanity 
without excuse for refusing to honour Him (Romans 1:18-25).

Natural  revelation  is  sufficient  to  establish  accountability  but  not 
sufficient to explain the saving work of Christ. Creation announces a Creator. 
It does not by itself tell the sinner how guilt is  removed. For that, special 
revelation is necessary.

Explanation Within Creation and the Creator's Agency
A  common  mistake  treats  natural  explanation  and  divine  action  as 

competitors  operating  at  the  same  level.  If  rain  is  explained  through 
atmospheric processes,  God is  thought to become unnecessary. If  disease is 
explained biologically, prayer is assumed to be irrational. If a physical event 
has a natural cause, divine providence is excluded.

This  reasoning  confuses  primary  and  secondary  causation.  God  is  the 
Creator and sustainer of the whole order. Created causes operate because He 
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grants them existence, powers, regularities, and relations. Explaining how an 
event occurs within creation does not answer why there is a creation in which 
such  processes  exist  or  why  the  processes  continue  to  have  their  ordered 
powers.

A novel can contain a complete chain of causes within its narrative while 
still depending upon an author at a different explanatory level. The analogy is 
limited, because the universe is more than a text and God is not merely an 
external  craftsman.  Yet  it  shows  why two explanations  need  not  compete 
when they answer different kinds of questions.

The New Testament presents Christ as the One through whom all things 
were  created  and  in  whom  all  things  hold  together  (Colossians  1:15-17). 
Hebrews says that the Son sustains all things by His powerful word (Hebrews 
1:1-3). Divine action is not confined to unexplained anomalies. Every regular 
process depends upon God's sustaining will.

This guards against the "God of the gaps" approach. God should not be 
inserted only where current science lacks an explanation, as though advances 
in knowledge reduce His territory.  The National Academy of Sciences has 
rightly  warned  that  assigning  God  merely  to  what  has  not  yet  been 
scientifically  explained  weakens  both  scientific  inquiry  and  religious 
understanding  (National  Academy  of  Sciences,  2008).  Christian  theology 
does not need unexplained physical gaps in order to affirm the Creator. God 
is the ground of the entire created order, explained and unexplained.

Science and Naturalism Are Not Identical
Natural  science ordinarily  seeks natural  causes  for  natural  phenomena. 

This methodological discipline is appropriate. A researcher should not stop an 
investigation by saying that God caused an event and therefore no further 
created mechanism should be studied. Divine providence does not eliminate 
secondary causes.

Methodological  naturalism,  however,  must  not  silently  become 
metaphysical  naturalism.  The  first  is  a  rule  for  investigating  physical 
processes. The second claims that nature is all that exists. The transition is not 
a scientific discovery. It is a philosophical addition.

Plantinga  (2011)  argues  that  the  alleged  conflict  between  science  and 
theistic  religion is  often superficial,  while  a  deeper  conflict  exists  between 
naturalism and confidence  in the  reliability  of  human cognitive  faculties. 
The  full  philosophical  argument  is  extensive,  but  its  relevance  here  is 
straightforward.  Science  depends  upon  trust  that  human  reasoning, 
observation,  and  inference  are  generally  capable  of  reaching  truth.  A 
worldview that treats those capacities solely as products selected for survival 
must still explain why survival-directed processes should reliably produce true 
metaphysical beliefs.

Christian theism does not claim that human reasoning is infallible. Sin, 
limitation, bias, and social pressure distort it. Yet reason has a proper origin 
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and purpose because it is created by a rational God. The possibility of error 
makes correction necessary. It does not make knowledge impossible.

The Question of Origins
Discussions  of  origins  often  become  careless  on  both  sides.  Some 

Christians speak as though every scientific claim about cosmic or biological 
history is an intentional attack on Scripture. Some secular thinkers speak as 
though  a  physical  account  of  development  has  disproved  creation.  Both 
conclusions move too quickly.

A scientific account of physical  development addresses processes within 
the created order. The doctrine of creation addresses the dependence of all 
reality upon God, the purpose of the world, the distinction between Creator 
and creature, and the divine authority over life.  Questions concerning the 
interpretation  of  Genesis,  the  age  of  the  earth,  and  the  mechanisms  of 
biological  development  require  careful  exegesis  and  scientific  competence. 
They should not be settled through slogans.

This book is not a technical treatment of those debates. Its evangelistic 
claim is more basic. No scientific model can remove the need for an ultimate 
explanation  of  why  anything  exists,  why  the  universe  is  intelligible,  why 
moral obligation binds persons, why human beings possess dignity, or how 
sinners can be reconciled to God. Even a complete physical  description of 
every process would remain a description of dependent reality.

The Creator is not a hypothesis placed beside other physical hypotheses.  
He is not one more cause within the universe. He is the One from whom the 
universe and every created cause receive existence.

Consciousness, Reason, and the Human Person
Modern  research  can  identify  correlations  between  brain  states  and 

conscious  experience.  Such knowledge  is  valuable.  It  does  not  follow that 
consciousness is  nothing but the physical description of those correlations. 
Description at one level does not automatically exhaust reality at every level.

A complete account of the electrical and chemical events associated with 
grief would not contain the personal meaning of losing a child. A scan of  
neural activity associated with moral decision-making would not establish 
whether the decision was just. A physical account of sound waves and auditory 
processing would not contain the truth or falsity of the sentence being heard.

Human persons  reason about  universals,  evaluate  arguments,  recognise 
moral claims, create art, make promises, love, repent, and worship. Biblical 
anthropology  does  not  despise  the  body.  Human  beings  are  embodied 
creatures made from dust and given life by God. The hope of Christianity is  
bodily resurrection, not escape into a permanently disembodied existence. Yet 
persons  cannot  be  reduced  to  machines  whose  meaning  is  exhausted  by 
material description.

Being  made  in  God's  image  grounds  both  dignity  and  accountability 
(Genesis 1:26-28). Human worth is not measured by intelligence, productivity, 
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health, age, social usefulness, or independence. This foundation protects the 
unborn, the disabled, the elderly, the poor, the cognitively impaired, and the 
socially invisible. A materialistic culture may continue to affirm dignity, but 
it must explain why every human being possesses equal and inviolable worth 
when capacities differ dramatically.

Moral Knowledge Beyond Measurement
Science can describe behaviour, identify patterns, and study the biological 

or social conditions associated with moral judgment. It cannot, by empirical  
description alone, transform what people do into what they ought to do. The 
movement from fact to moral obligation requires a moral standard.

If a majority approves exploitation, approval does not make exploitation 
good. If a behaviour increases survival, survival benefit does not by itself make 
the behaviour righteous. If power can enforce an outcome, power does not 
create justice.

People recognise this whenever they condemn cruelty, corruption, abuse, 
or  oppression  even  when  such  conduct  is  socially  accepted  or  personally 
advantageous. They appeal, sometimes unknowingly, to a moral order higher 
than  preference  and  power.  Scripture  locates  that  order  in  God's  holy 
character.  Goodness  is  not  an  arbitrary  command  imposed  by  a  stronger 
being. It reflects who God is.

The scientific study of moral behaviour therefore cannot replace moral 
revelation. It can help explain influences upon decision-making. It cannot 
forgive a wrongdoer or restore the relationship broken by sin.

Miracles and the Closed Universe
The resurrection of Jesus is sometimes rejected before historical evidence 

is  examined  because  miracles  are  considered  impossible.  This  conclusion 
usually rests upon a closed view of reality. If nature is all that exists and its  
regularities cannot be acted upon by a Creator, resurrection is excluded by 
definition.

That  exclusion  is  philosophical,  not  scientific.  Science  describes  what 
ordinarily occurs under observed conditions. A miracle is not the claim that 
dead bodies naturally return to life. Christianity agrees that they do not. The 
resurrection claim is that God acted uniquely to raise Jesus from the dead.

The relevant questions include whether God exists, whether He could act, 
whether  there  are  good  reasons  to  think  He  did  act,  and  whether  the 
historical testimony is adequate. Refusing to consider the evidence because 
naturalism  has  already  ruled  out  divine  action  is  circular.  It  assumes  the 
worldview that the evidence may challenge.

Christian faith does not require belief in every reported wonder. Scripture 
warns against deception and commands discernment. The biblical miracles 
are signs within redemptive history, not spectacles detached from revelation. 
The  resurrection  stands  at  the  centre  because  it  vindicates  Jesus  and 
inaugurates the promised new creation.
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Knowledge and the Need for Salvation
Scientific knowledge can produce great benefit, but knowledge itself does 

not make the knower righteous. A person may understand disease and exploit 
patients, understand communication and manipulate audiences, understand 
psychology and control vulnerable people, understand finance and steal more 
effectively, or understand technology and deepen surveillance.

The moral problem is not lack of information alone. It is the condition 
of the heart. Education can refine capacity without changing allegiance. The 
history  of  human  achievement  repeatedly  shows  technical  intelligence 
serving both mercy and destruction.

This does not condemn knowledge. It reveals the need for redemption. 
Human  beings  require  more  than  improved  tools.  They  require 
reconciliation with God and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus did not come merely to answer unexplained scientific questions. He 
came  to  save  sinners.  The  Gospel  does  not  compete  with  science  as  an 
alternative  account  of  physical  mechanisms.  It  addresses  the  Creator,  the 
rebel, the cross, and the restoration science cannot provide.

Before God
Science is a gift and a calling when pursued truthfully and used justly. It  

should  be  protected  from  religious  misuse,  political  manipulation, 
commercial  corruption,  and  philosophical  exaggeration.  Its  genuine 
achievements need no denial.

Yet science cannot decide that only nature exists.  It  cannot prove that 
moral  obligation is  an illusion, that  human dignity is  merely  negotiated, 
that  consciousness  is  exhausted  by  description,  or  that  divine  action  is 
impossible. It cannot tell a sinner how to be forgiven.

The world studied by science is God's world. The mind that studies it is 
God's creature. The moral responsibility governing its use comes from God's 
character. The Christ through whom all things were created is also the Christ 
through whom reconciliation is offered.

The modern reader  need not  choose  between intellectual  honesty  and 
faith in Jesus Christ. The choice is between receiving the whole truth God has 
made known and allowing one valuable method to become an idol. Science 
can describe much about the life you possess. Only the Gospel explains how 
that life may be reconciled to its Giver.
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CHAPTER 4

The God We Avoid and the Conscience 
We Cannot Silence

A  person  may  spend  years  requesting  more  evidence  for  God  while 
carefully  avoiding  the  consequences  of  the  evidence  already  present.  The 
request can be sincere. It can also become a strategy of delay. Not every doubt 
is  rebellion,  and  not  every  unbeliever  is  consciously  dishonest.  Scripture 
nevertheless refuses to treat unbelief as a problem of information alone. The 
human  mind  is  involved,  but  so  are  the  will,  the  affections,  and  the 
conscience.

This  deeper  diagnosis  explains  a  common  contradiction.  People  may 
welcome a god who comforts, affirms, and protects, yet resist the God who 
commands, judges, and claims the whole life. Spirituality is acceptable when 
it  remains  under  personal  control.  The  holy  God  of  Scripture  cannot  be 
managed in that way.

Evidence and Moral Resistance
Paul teaches that God's wrath is revealed against human ungodliness and 

unrighteousness because people suppress the truth in unrighteousness. What 
can be known about God is evident through creation, yet humanity does not 
honour Him or give thanks. Thought becomes futile, worship is redirected 
toward created things, and moral disorder follows (Romans 1:18-32).

Suppression is not the same as complete ignorance. It is the active holding 
down of truth that threatens autonomy. A person may recognise dependence 
upon God at one level and resist Him at another. The mind then becomes 
highly  skilled  at  providing  respectable  reasons  for  the  heart's  preferred 
conclusion.

This  does  not  mean  that  Christians  may  dismiss  every  objection  as 
insincere.  Scripture  requires  gentleness,  patience,  and  readiness  to  give  a 
reason for hope (1 Peter 3:15-16). It does mean that argument alone cannot 
cure the human condition. The person who asks for evidence also needs grace 
to love the truth toward which the evidence points.

Jesus gave the same diagnosis in relational language. Light came into the 
world, but people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. The one who practises evil avoids the light lest the works be exposed, 
while the one who lives by the truth comes to the light (John 3:19-21). The 
issue is not intellectual capacity. It is moral exposure.

The Conscience in Modern Life
Conscience is the inward moral witness that accuses or defends human 

conduct. It is not infallible. It can be misinformed, weakened, hardened, or 
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shaped by culture. Yet its existence testifies that people experience themselves 
as morally accountable.

Paul writes that even people without the written law show the work of the 
law  written  on  their  hearts,  while  their  thoughts  accuse  or  excuse  them 
(Romans 2:12-16). The passage does not teach salvation through conscience. It 
teaches accountability.  The inward witness confirms that moral life is  not 
merely external regulation.

Modern people encounter conscience in ordinary moments. A report is 
adjusted to satisfy a superior, and the explanation sounds reasonable until the 
room is quiet. A private message is deleted, not because it lacked significance, 
but  because  its  discovery  would  expose  disloyalty.  A  leader  uses  public 
resources for personal advantage and calls it entitlement. A researcher omits 
inconvenient data. A pastor protects a ministry's reputation at the expense of  
a victim. A parent speaks harshly, then defends the words rather than seeking 
forgiveness.

The  discomfort  may  be  suppressed  through  work,  entertainment, 
alcohol,  sexual  escape,  religious  activity,  charitable  giving,  or  comparison 
with worse conduct. The conscience can be negotiated with, but it cannot 
remove guilt. It is a witness, not a saviour.

Moral Relativism and Moral Protest
Many modern institutions speak as though morality were constructed by 

individuals or communities. The same institutions often issue strong moral 
judgments  about  discrimination,  corruption,  exploitation,  violence,  and 
abuse.  The  judgments  may  be  correct.  The  philosophical  tension  lies  in 
condemning acts as objectively wrong while denying any moral order beyond 
social preference.

If morality is only personal preference, the oppressor's preference has the 
same ultimate status as the victim's. If morality is only social agreement, a 
society that approves injustice would make injustice right within that society. 
If  morality  is  only  evolutionary  advantage,  moral  obligation  becomes 
difficult to distinguish from behaviour that aided survival.

Human beings do more than report dislike. They say that certain actions 
ought not occur, even when powerful people approve them and benefit from 
them.  This  appeal  to  objective  obligation  points  beyond  preference  and 
power.

Biblical faith grounds morality in God's character. God does not invent 
goodness arbitrarily, nor does He submit to a standard above Himself. He is  
holy,  righteous,  truthful,  loving,  and  just.  His  commands  express  that 
character.  Moral  truth is  therefore  personal  without being subjective.  It  is 
rooted in the One who is eternally good.

This foundation also exposes every person. It  is  easier to invoke justice 
against others than to receive God's judgment upon oneself. Moral protest 
can become another form of self-righteousness when the speaker condemns 
public evils while protecting private sin.
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The Heart's Capacity for Self-Deception
Jeremiah describes  the heart  as  more deceitful  than anything else  and 

incurable apart from God's  intervention. The Lord searches the heart and 
tests  the  mind  (Jeremiah  17:9-10).  This  biblical  language  does  not  deny 
rational  thought.  It  explains  why  rational  thought  is  often  recruited  to 
defend desire.

Self-deception  rarely  announces  itself.  It  appears  as  selective  memory, 
softened  vocabulary,  displaced  blame,  or  standards  applied  differently  to 
oneself and others. Greed becomes provision. Cowardice becomes prudence. 
Manipulation becomes leadership. Envy becomes concern for fairness. Sexual 
sin  becomes  authenticity.  Spiritual  laziness  becomes  intellectual  caution. 
Refusal to forgive becomes commitment to justice.

The most dangerous lies are those partly constructed from truth. A person 
may genuinely have been wronged and still use the wrong as permission for 
bitterness.  A leader  may genuinely  carry  heavy  responsibility  and  still  use 
pressure to justify cruelty. A church may genuinely protect important work 
and still use that work to conceal sin.

God's  knowledge  cannot  be  managed  through such  revisions.  Human 
beings see appearances; God sees the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). He knows motives 
beneath  actions,  omissions  hidden  from  the  public,  and  the  thoughts  a 
person refuses to name.

A Controllable Spirituality
The preference for spirituality over God often arises because spirituality 

can be customised. It may borrow language from several traditions, retain 
only comforting doctrines, and avoid any authority that contradicts desire. 
The individual remains the final interpreter, judge, and lord.

Biblical  revelation  does  not  permit  this  arrangement.  God  names 
Himself. He defines good and evil. He commands worship. He judges sin. He 
appoints the way of salvation. The creature does not negotiate these realities.

Israel repeatedly attempted to combine worship of the Lord with worship 
of  other  powers.  The  result  was  not  expanded  devotion  but  covenant 
unfaithfulness. Elijah confronted the divided heart with a direct demand to 
stop wavering between competing loyalties (1 Kings 18:20-39). Jesus likewise 
taught that no one can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).

A  controllable  god  is  an  idol  because  it  reflects  the  worshipper's 
preferences. The living God comforts, but He also confronts. He forgives, but 
He never calls evil good. He receives sinners, but He does not submit to their  
terms.

When Church Failure Becomes a Shield
The failures  of Christian institutions deserve honest treatment.  Abuse, 

racism,  financial  exploitation,  political  idolatry,  false  prophecy,  sexual 
immorality,  authoritarian  leadership,  and  protection  of  offenders  are  not 
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small  inconsistencies.  They  are  sins  against  God  and  neighbour.  Victims 
should not be pressured into silence for the sake of an institution's image.

Jesus reserved severe words for religious hypocrisy. He condemned leaders 
who burdened  others  while  seeking  honour,  neglected  justice  and  mercy, 
appeared righteous outwardly, and remained corrupt within (Matthew 23:1-
36). The New Testament requires leaders to be above reproach and warns that 
teachers face stricter judgment (1 Timothy 3:1-7; James 3:1).

These failures contradict Christ rather than disprove Him. The exposure 
of hypocrisy often depends upon moral standards Christianity itself affirms. A 
counterfeit does not prove that no genuine reality exists. It proves that the 
genuine reality has value worth imitating.

Church  failure  can  nevertheless  become  a  shield  when  a  person  uses 
another's sin to avoid Christ's claim. The reasoning shifts from "Christians 
have acted wickedly" to "therefore Jesus is not Lord." The conclusion does not 
follow.  The  proper  response  is  to  judge  the  wicked  conduct  by  Christ's 
teaching and then face Christ Himself.

The Desire for Autonomy
At the root of much resistance lies autonomy, the desire to be a law unto  

oneself.  The  modern  person  may  accept  guidance,  inspiration,  and 
community while rejecting lordship. God is welcome as consultant but not 
King.

The fall in Genesis 3:1-24 involved more than eating forbidden fruit. The 
temptation promised independence in defining good and evil. The creature 
reached for moral authority belonging to the Creator. Every sin repeats this 
pattern  in  some  form.  The  person  says,  by  action  if  not  by  words,  that 
personal judgment is superior to God's command.

Autonomy  feels  like  freedom  but  produces  slavery.  Jesus  taught  that 
everyone  who commits  sin  is  a  slave  of  sin  and that  true  freedom comes 
through  the  Son  (John  8:31-36).  Freedom  is  not  the  ability  to  obey  every 
desire. Desires can become tyrants. Freedom is restoration to truth, holiness,  
love, and communion with God.

Conviction as Mercy
Conviction  is  often  experienced  as  discomfort,  but  discomfort  is  not 

always harm. Pain can alert the body to danger. Conscience can alert the soul 
to  guilt.  The  Holy  Spirit's  conviction  concerning  sin,  righteousness,  and 
judgment is a work of mercy because it directs attention toward Christ (John 
16:7-11).

A culture that treats all guilt as unhealthy may silence the very witness  
that leads to repentance. False guilt should be corrected. Shame imposed by 
abuse should be exposed. But true guilt must not be medicated into denial. It 
must be forgiven.

Forgiveness requires truth. God does not heal by pretending the wound is 
absent. He brings sin into the light and provides atonement. This is why the  
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Gospel can be both painful and good. It removes the sinner's excuses and then 
reveals a Saviour sufficient for the sinner's need.

Before God
Unbelief cannot always be explained by missing information. The human 

heart resists exposure, protects autonomy, and turns reason into a servant of  
desire.  Conscience  continues  to  testify,  though  it  may  be  weakened  by 
repeated refusal.

God's holiness is not a threat to everything good in you. It is a threat to 
the lie that you can be your own god. His judgment is not arbitrary hostility.  
It is the righteous verdict of the One who knows completely and loves what is  
good.

The appropriate response to conviction is not endless self-defence. It is 
truthfulness  before  God.  He  already  knows  the  reality  you  conceal  from 
others and soften before yourself. His knowledge would leave no hope if He 
had not also provided grace.

The next step is therefore necessary. The human problem must be named 
with greater precision. It is deeper than ignorance, weakness, or social failure. 
It is sin.
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CHAPTER 5

The Human Problem Is Sin, Not Merely 
Ignorance

Modern explanations of human failure often contain important truth. 
People are shaped by family, trauma, education, poverty, privilege, culture, 
institutions,  biology,  and  social  pressure.  These  influences  can  deepen 
vulnerability, limit opportunity, and help explain patterns of behaviour. They 
do  not  exhaust  the  biblical  diagnosis.  Human  beings  are  not  merely 
uninformed, wounded, or poorly organised. They are sinners.

The word sin has been trivialised. It may refer to an indulgent dessert, a 
private imperfection, or a rule considered unnecessarily strict. Scripture uses 
the word with far greater seriousness. Sin is rebellion against God, failure to 
honour Him, violation of His law, distortion of His gifts, and the attempt to 
live independently of His rightful rule.

Sin includes visible acts, hidden desires, corrupt motives, neglected duties, 
false worship, and unbelief. It is both what people do and a power that has 
entered  human  existence.  It  affects  the  mind,  will,  affections,  body, 
relationships, institutions, and creation itself. It does not erase the image of  
God, but it distorts every part of human life.

The First Rebellion
The biblical account of the fall explains the structure of sin. The serpent 

questioned  God's  word,  denied  the  consequence  of  disobedience,  and 
presented independence as wisdom. The woman saw that the forbidden tree 
appeared  good,  desirable,  and  able  to  give  insight.  The  man  joined  the 
rebellion. Shame, fear, blame, pain, conflict, and death followed (Genesis 3:1-
24).

The account shows that sin is not merely breaking an arbitrary rule. It is 
distrusting God's  goodness  and seizing authority to define life  apart  from 
Him. The creature treats the Creator's command as an obstacle to fulfilment.

The  pattern  continues.  Temptation  questions  God's  word,  minimises 
consequence, exaggerates the benefit of disobedience, and conceals the cost. 
Once sin is  committed,  the  sinner hides,  shifts  blame,  and attempts  self-
covering.  Human  beings  still  create  their  own  fig  leaves:  explanations, 
achievements,  religious  performance,  public  reputation,  and  comparison 
with others.

Sin as Lawlessness and Misplaced Worship
Scripture describes sin as lawlessness (1 John 3:4). God's law expresses His 

holy  character  and  His  rightful  claim  over  creatures.  To  violate  it  is  not 
simply to fail an impersonal standard. It is to act against God.
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Sin is also idolatry. Human beings exchange the glory of the Creator for 
created things and serve what was made rather than the Maker (Romans 1:21-
25). An idol need not be a carved image. It is anything given the trust, love, 
fear, obedience, or hope that belongs to God.

Career  becomes an idol  when failure seems worse  than unfaithfulness. 
Family becomes an idol when approval is valued above truth. Nation becomes 
an idol when loyalty excuses injustice. Money becomes an idol when it defines 
safety and worth. Religious ministry becomes an idol when the institution's 
success matters more than obedience to Christ. Personal freedom becomes an 
idol when every divine command is judged by whether it preserves self-rule.

Created goods become destructive when made ultimate. The sin lies not 
only in loving evil things. It often lies in loving good things more than God 
or in ways God forbids.

The Universality of Sin
Paul's  argument in Romans brings every category of person under the 

same verdict.  The openly immoral cannot appeal to ignorance. The moral 
critic  cannot  appeal  to  superiority.  The  religious  person  cannot  appeal  to 
possession  of  the  law.  Jews  and  Gentiles  alike  are  under  sin.  No  one  is 
righteous, no one seeks God as they ought, and all have sinned and fall short 
of God's glory (Romans 3:9-23).

This universality does not mean that every person commits every possible 
sin  or  causes  equal  earthly  harm.  Some  acts  are  more  destructive,  and 
Scripture recognises degrees of responsibility. It means that no person meets 
God's  standard or possesses  a  righteousness  sufficient for acceptance before 
Him.

Human  comparison  therefore  cannot  justify.  A  person  may  be  more 
honest  than  a  corrupt  colleague,  more  faithful  than  an  adulterer,  more 
generous than a miser, or more disciplined than an addict. The comparison 
may be factually true and spiritually useless.  The standard is not the worst 
person nearby. It is God's holiness.

A glass containing less poison than another is not therefore safe to drink.  
A debt smaller than another person's  debt is  still  owed.  The analogies are 
limited, but they expose the false comfort of relative goodness.

Respectable Sins
Public culture condemns some sins and rewards others. The list changes 

across  societies  and generations.  Pride may be renamed confidence.  Greed 
may be celebrated as ambition. Envy may be cultivated by advertising. Gossip 
may be monetised as  content.  Anger  may be praised when directed at  an 
approved target.  Deception may be called messaging.  Exploitation may be 
hidden behind efficiency.

Religious  communities  have  their  own  respectable  sins.  Doctrinal 
knowledge  can  coexist  with  lovelessness.  Public  prayer  can  coexist  with 
private  cruelty.  Ministry  success  can  conceal  vanity.  Moral  strictness  can 
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conceal  self-righteousness.  Defence  of  truth  can  become  an  excuse  for 
contempt. Emphasis on grace can become permission for compromise.

Jesus repeatedly exposed sins that outwardly respectable people preferred 
not to see. In the Sermon on the Mount, He traced murder toward anger, 
adultery  toward  lust,  and  public  piety  toward  the  desire  to  be  admired 
(Matthew  5:21-30;  Matthew  6:1-18).  He  did  not  reduce  sin  to  external 
behaviour. He brought the heart under God's command.

This exposes the morally polished reader. A clean public record cannot 
reveal every motive. Avoiding scandal is not the same as loving holiness. The 
absence of certain outward acts may result from opportunity, temperament, 
fear, or concern for reputation rather than devotion to God.

Sins of Omission
Sin includes failure to do the good God requires.  James states that the 

person who knows the good to do and does not do it commits sin (James 
4:17). This broadens accountability beyond prohibited actions.

A leader may avoid stealing and still refuse justice. A wealthy person may 
avoid obvious cruelty and remain indifferent to need. A parent may provide 
materially and withhold affection, instruction, or presence.  A church may 
avoid false teaching and fail to protect the vulnerable. A citizen may avoid 
direct corruption and remain silent when truth requires courage.

The greatest omission is failure to love God with the whole being and 
neighbour as oneself.  Jesus identified these as  the greatest commandments 
(Matthew 22:34-40).  Measured  by  this  standard,  even the  best  human life 
stands exposed. No one has loved God continuously with heart, soul, mind, 
and  strength.  No one  has  loved  every  neighbour  with  the  same attentive 
concern given to self.

Original Sin and Personal Responsibility
The Bible connects universal sin to Adam's rebellion. Through one man 

sin entered the world, and death through sin, spreading to all (Romans 5:12-
21).  Humanity  is  not  born  morally  neutral  and  later  damaged  only  by 
environment. People enter a fallen order with a nature inclined away from 
God.

This  doctrine  does  not  remove  personal  responsibility.  People  are  not 
condemned only for Adam's act while remaining personally innocent. The 
inherited corruption expresses itself in actual sins freely loved and committed. 
Each person confirms the family likeness.

The  doctrine  explains  why  education,  law,  and  social  reform,  though 
valuable, never eradicate evil.  Better structures can restrain sin and protect 
people. They cannot create new hearts. The oppressor may be removed, and a 
former victim may later abuse power. A corrupt system may be reformed, and 
new forms of corruption may arise. The problem travels within the human 
person.
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Paul describes people as spiritually dead in trespasses and sins, following 
the age, the ruler of the power of the air, and the desires of the flesh. He 
includes himself and his readers in the condition and says they were by nature 
children under wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3). Spiritual death does not mean physical 
inactivity or absence of intelligence. It means alienation from God's life and 
inability to restore oneself.

Guilt, Corruption, and Bondage
Three  aspects  of  sin  should  be  distinguished.  Guilt  concerns  legal 

standing.  The  sinner  has  violated  God's  law  and  deserves  judgment. 
Corruption  concerns  moral  condition.  Desires,  thoughts,  and  loves  are 
disordered. Bondage concerns power. Sin masters those who practise it.

A solution that addresses only one aspect is incomplete. Moral advice may 
restrain behaviour but cannot remove guilt. Forgiveness understood as mere 
cancellation, without renewal, would leave corruption untouched. Personal 
discipline may alter habits but cannot conquer spiritual death.

The Gospel addresses all three. Christ bears guilt, the Spirit gives new life,  
and the believer is transferred from sin's dominion into a new allegiance. Full  
freedom awaits resurrection, but the decisive change begins in conversion.

David's Confession
Psalm 51 provides a model of repentance after grievous sin. David does not 

blame pressure, power, loneliness, or opportunity. He acknowledges that his 
sin  is  ultimately  against  God,  asks  to  be  washed,  recognises  inward 
corruption, and pleads for a clean heart and renewed spirit (Psalm 51:1-12).

His confession does not deny harm to others. The acts against Bathsheba, 
Uriah, the army, the nation, and his family were severe. Saying that sin is  
against God gives the wrong its deepest meaning. Every victim bears God's 
image,  every  moral  boundary  reflects  His  authority,  and every  hidden act 
occurs before Him.

True confession agrees with God's verdict. It stops editing the charge. It 
does not bargain through good deeds or present suffering as payment. It seeks 
mercy.

The Wages of Sin
Scripture teaches that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). Death is 

not merely a biological process. It is connected to judgment and separation 
from the life of God. Physical death displays the fracture introduced by sin, 
and final judgment confirms the sinner's chosen alienation.

The seriousness of judgment is difficult for modern readers because sin has 
been  reduced  and  God  has  been  domesticated.  If  God  is  merely  a  larger 
version of  human tolerance,  eternal  judgment appears  disproportionate.  If 
God is the infinitely holy Creator against whom every sin is committed, the 
matter changes.
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The Bible does not invite pleasure in judgment. God takes no delight in 
the death of the wicked but calls them to turn and live (Ezekiel 18:23; Ezekiel 
33:11). Jesus wept over a city that refused Him (Luke 19:41-44). Sobriety and 
grief belong wherever judgment is proclaimed.

The Diagnosis That Opens the Door to Grace
Calling humanity sinful is not an attempt to destroy dignity. It tells the 

truth necessary for mercy. A physician who conceals a fatal disease in order to 
protect feelings does not act compassionately. The diagnosis is painful because 
the condition is serious.

The biblical  diagnosis  also  prevents  despair  based on comparison.  The 
scandalous  sinner  and  the  respectable  sinner  need  the  same  Saviour.  The 
person  ashamed of  public  failure  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of  Christ.  The 
person proud of private morality is not nearer to justification.

Grace becomes astonishing only when sin is understood. If human beings 
need  minor  improvement,  the  cross  appears  excessive.  If  they  are  guilty, 
corrupt, enslaved, and spiritually dead, only divine rescue is sufficient.

Before God
Sin is not merely a mistake, weakness, wound, or lack of education. It is  

rebellion against the God who gives life.  It  includes what you have done, 
what you have desired, what you have failed to do, and the self-rule beneath 
those acts.

You cannot justify yourself by comparison. The public sins of others do 
not erase your private guilt. Your wounds may explain some of your conduct, 
but  they  cannot  make  every  response  righteous.  Your  achievements  may 
benefit many people, but they cannot become an atonement.

This diagnosis is severe, but it is not the final word. God reveals sin in 
order to reveal the necessity and sufficiency of Christ. Before the Saviour can 
be  received  as  a  gift,  the  false  saviours  of  religion and goodness  must  be 
exposed.
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CHAPTER 6

Why Religion and Goodness Cannot Save

Religion can place a person near holy things without bringing the person 
to  God.  It  can  provide  vocabulary,  ceremonies,  moral  expectations, 
community, and a sense of identity. These gifts may prepare someone to hear 
the Gospel. They may also conceal the absence of spiritual life.

The  most  difficult  person  to  awaken  is  sometimes  not  the  openly 
rebellious  person  but  the  religious  person  who  believes  awakening  is 
unnecessary.  Public  morality,  church  attendance,  theological  knowledge, 
ministry service, and charitable giving can become evidence in a private case 
for self-justification. The person does not deny grace in words. Grace is simply 
never allowed to become the only hope.

Nicodemus and the Necessity of New Birth
Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, and a respected teacher. He 

possessed  religious  education,  moral  discipline,  social  standing,  and 
familiarity with Scripture. He approached Jesus with respect and recognised 
divine power in His signs.

Jesus did not congratulate him on being close enough. He told him that 
unless a person is born again, or born from above, that person cannot see the 
kingdom of God. He explained that what is born of flesh is flesh and what is  
born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:1-8).

The statement overturns confidence in natural birth, religious heritage, 
and human improvement. Nicodemus did not need a small adjustment to an 
otherwise sufficient life. He needed spiritual birth.

Regeneration  is  the  sovereign  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by  which  a 
spiritually  dead  sinner  is  made  alive.  It  is  not  produced  by  education, 
emotion, ceremony, or moral resolve. The Spirit does not merely persuade the 
old life to become more religious. He gives new life.

This  explains  why  religious  participation  can  coexist  with  unbelief.  A 
person may learn the patterns of Christian culture without receiving a new 
heart. External familiarity is not the same as inward renewal.

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Jesus  told  of  two men who went  to  the  temple  to  pray.  The  Pharisee 

thanked God that he was not like immoral people and listed his fasting and 
giving. The tax collector stood at a distance, would not raise his eyes, and 
pleaded for God's mercy as a sinner. Jesus declared that the tax collector went 
home justified rather than the Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14).

The Pharisee's practices were not all wrong. Fasting and giving can express 
genuine devotion. His error was using them as evidence of superiority and 
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righteousness.  He  thanked  God,  yet  the  prayer  centred  upon  himself.  He 
compared downward and never confessed need.

The tax collector brought no moral résumé. He appealed to mercy. His 
posture illustrates the beginning of saving faith: the abandonment of self-
defence before God.

Justification is God's legal declaration that a sinner is righteous on the 
basis of Christ's righteousness received through faith. It is not God's reward 
for moral improvement.  The justified person is  not declared to have lived 
without  sin.  The  person's  guilt  is  counted  to  Christ,  and  Christ's 
righteousness is counted to the believer. This truth will become clearer at the 
cross.

Paul's Religious Confidence
Before meeting Christ, Paul possessed an impressive religious identity. He 

had  covenant  privileges,  rigorous  training,  zeal,  and  a  record  considered 
blameless according to the external righteousness of the law. After coming to 
know Christ, he treated those gains as loss when used as a basis for standing 
before God. He desired not a righteousness of his own from the law but the 
righteousness from God based on faith (Philippians 3:3-11).

Paul  did not conclude that  obedience was  unimportant.  He concluded 
that  obedience  could  not  justify.  After  conversion,  he  laboured,  suffered, 
served, and pursued holiness. These works flowed from salvation rather than 
purchasing it.

The order is decisive. Human religion says, in many forms, "Obey so that 
you  may  be  accepted."  The  Gospel  says,  "In  Christ,  the  undeserving  are 
accepted by grace; therefore live in grateful obedience." Reversing the order 
turns grace into wages.

Good Works and the Debt They Cannot Pay
Good  works  matter.  Feeding  the  hungry,  protecting  the  vulnerable, 

telling  the  truth,  caring  for  family,  resisting  corruption,  and  serving  the 
community reflect God's moral will. The Bible does not dismiss them.

They cannot erase guilt. A later act of generosity does not make an earlier 
theft  righteous.  Years  of  marital  faithfulness  do  not  convert  one  act  of 
adultery  into  innocence.  Public  service  does  not  remove  private  abuse. 
Obeying one command does not create credit that authorises disobedience 
elsewhere.

James states that whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles at one point is 
guilty of breaking it as a unified expression of God's authority (James 2:10-11). 
The point is not that every sin has identical earthly consequences. It is that 
selective obedience cannot establish innocence before the Lawgiver.

Even the best human works are mixed with imperfect motives. Charity 
may contain pride. Service may seek control. Discipline may seek admiration. 
The  problem  is  not  that  no  unbeliever  ever  does  anything  beneficial.  By 
common grace, people perform acts that genuinely help others. The problem 
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is  that  no  collection  of  those  acts  supplies  the  perfect  righteousness  God 
requires or repairs hostility toward Him.

Baptism, Communion, and Church Membership
Baptism is commanded by Christ and belongs to Christian discipleship. 

Communion  is  a  precious  remembrance  and  proclamation  of  His  death. 
Membership  in  a  faithful  local  church  provides  teaching,  accountability, 
worship, fellowship, and service. None of these should be despised.

None saves  by automatic  operation.  Water  does  not regenerate  merely 
because a ceremony was performed. Bread and cup do not justify a person who 
remains in unbelief. A membership roll on earth does not write a name in 
heaven.

The  New  Testament  joins  baptism  with  repentance  and  faith  because 
baptism publicly identifies the believer with Christ (Acts 2:37-41; Romans 6:1-
4).  It  never  presents  the  outward  act  as  permission  to  ignore  the  inward 
reality.

This warning is especially necessary for those baptised in infancy or youth 
who later assumed the ceremony settled every spiritual question. The issue is 
not whether the event occurred. The issue is whether the person now repents 
and trusts Christ.

Religion Is Not a Condition of Eternal Life
No  religious  institution,  denominational  identity,  ritual  system, 

pilgrimage,  ceremonial  record,  or  church  membership  is  a  condition  for 
receiving eternal life. Salvation is not God's reward for becoming religious. It 
is His gift in Jesus Christ, received through repentance and faith (John 3:16-18; 
Romans 10:9-13).

The  criminal  crucified  beside  Jesus  had  no  opportunity  to  complete  a 
religious  programme,  join  a  congregation,  perform restitution,  or  receive 
baptism. He acknowledged his guilt, recognised the kingship and innocence 
of Jesus, and appealed to Him for mercy. Jesus promised that he would be with 
Him  in  paradise  (Luke  23:39-43).  The  passage  does  not  make  obedience 
unnecessary. It makes Christ's sufficiency unmistakable.

Christian gathering belongs to the life that salvation creates, not to the 
price  by  which  salvation  is  purchased.  Believers  meet  to  encourage  one 
another toward love and good works, bear burdens, pray, learn Scripture, use 
their gifts, remember Christ, and serve their neighbours (Hebrews 10:24-25; 
Galatians 6:2;  1  Peter 4:10).  A person is not saved because a church accepts 
them. A faithful church receives and serves people because Christ has received 
them.

Ministry and Theological Knowledge
Religious service can be spiritually dangerous when it creates immunity 

from self-examination. A person may preach truth not personally embraced, 
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lead  worship  without  worshipping,  administer  a  church  while  neglecting 
God, or study theology as an academic object while remaining unreconciled.

Jesus  warned  that  some  would  address  Him  as  Lord  and  point  to 
impressive religious works, yet hear that He never knew them (Matthew 7:21-
23).  The warning is  not intended to make every tender believer despair.  It 
exposes confidence in ministry activity without obedience and relationship.

Demons possess correct information about God's existence and tremble 
(James 2:19). Saving faith therefore includes more than doctrinal accuracy. It 
personally rests in Christ.

Theological education is valuable when it serves worship, truth, and the 
church.  It  becomes  a  false  refuge  when  knowledge  about  God  replaces 
knowing God. No degree can substitute for regeneration.

Charitable Giving and Public Benefit
Leaders and institutions often support worthy causes. Such generosity can 

relieve  suffering  and  should  be  encouraged.  It  may  also  become  a  moral 
accounting  system.  The  giver  privately  assumes  that  beneficial  impact 
outweighs hidden sin.

God cannot be bribed with His own gifts. Wealth, opportunity, skill, and 
influence already come from Him. Giving back a portion does not place the 
Creator in debt.

Cornelius in Acts 10 was devout, generous, and prayerful. His conduct was 
noticed by God, yet he still needed to hear the message through which he and 
his household would be saved (Acts 10:1-48;  Acts 11:13-14). His sincerity and 
charity  did  not  make  the  Gospel  unnecessary.  They  formed  part  of  the 
providential path by which God brought the Gospel to him.

Spiritual Experiences
Powerful  experiences  can  feel  self-authenticating.  Dreams,  visions, 

healings, emotional worship, answered prayers, impressions, and supernatural 
encounters may be interpreted as proof of acceptance with God.

Scripture does not deny spiritual experience. It commands testing because 
experiences can be misunderstood, psychologically generated, manipulated, 
or  spiritually  deceptive  (Deuteronomy  13:1-5;  1  John  4:1-6).  No  experience 
outranks the Gospel revealed in Scripture.

A person may feel  peace  while  resisting truth.  Another  may feel  deep 
conviction while  God draws near  in mercy.  Emotional  intensity  does  not 
determine spiritual validity.  The decisive questions concern the identity of 
Christ, the content of the message, and its agreement with God's Word.

Syncretism and Additional Mediators
Some people use Christian language while seeking protection, direction, 

or blessing through ancestral spirits, divination, occult objects, secret rituals, 
astrology,  or  spiritual  practitioners.  Others  combine  Christ  with  saints, 
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prophets, human mediators, or private revelations in ways that compromise 
His sufficiency.

Scripture teaches that there is one God and one mediator between God 
and humanity, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all (1 
Timothy 2:5-6). His mediation is exclusive because His person and work are 
sufficient.

Adding other mediators does not honour Christ.  It  implies that He is  
inadequate. The believer does not need a second spiritual access point, hidden 
protection, or ritual insurance. Christ brings His people to God.

Repentance  from  syncretism  may  require  removing  objects,  ending 
practices, confessing involvement, seeking prayer from mature believers, and 
refusing fear-based pressure. The freedom of Christ is not a new technique for 
controlling spiritual powers. It is transfer into His kingdom and submission 
to His lordship (Colossians 1:13-14; Colossians 2:13-15).

Salvation by Grace
Paul gives one of Scripture's clearest summaries: sinners are saved by grace 

through faith, and this is not from themselves but God's gift, not from works 
so  that  no  one  can  boast.  He  immediately  adds  that  believers  are  God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works (Ephesians 2:8-10).

The passage holds the order perfectly. Works are excluded as the basis of 
salvation and included as its purpose and fruit. Grace does not rescue people so 
that they may remain devoted to sin. It creates a new life of obedience.

Titus expresses the same pattern. God saved not because of works done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, through regeneration and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit, poured out through Jesus Christ. Those justified by grace 
become heirs with the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:3-7).

Salvation by grace removes both pride and despair. The morally respected 
cannot  boast.  The  morally  ruined  need  not  conclude  that  mercy  is 
unavailable. Both must come empty-handed.

Before God
Religion can inform, restrain, and gather people around sacred truth. It 

cannot  create  spiritual  life  or  confer  eternal  life.  Morality  can  benefit 
neighbours.  It  cannot  justify  the  sinner.  Baptism,  communion,  ministry, 
giving,  experience,  education,  inherited  identity,  and church membership 
cannot become substitutes for Christ. Fellowship with believers is a gracious  
means of learning, serving, encouragement, correction, and mutual care, but 
it is never payment for salvation.

The question is not whether religious practices are present. It is whether 
you have been born of the Spirit and are resting in Jesus Christ alone. The 
question is not whether you have done more good than harm. It is whether 
God has provided a righteousness you could never produce.

Every false refuge must be surrendered because every false refuge prevents 
the  gift  from  being  received  as  a  gift.  The  next  chapter  turns  from  the 
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inadequacy of human religion to the sufficiency of the One at the centre of 
the Gospel. Jesus Christ is not one spiritual option among many. He is the 
eternal Son who came to save.
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CHAPTER 7

Jesus Christ Is Not One Option Among 
Many

The Christian Gospel does not begin with a programme. It begins with a 
person. Christianity stands or falls upon who Jesus Christ is and what He has 
done.  If  He is  merely  a  religious  teacher,  the command to  trust  Him for 
eternal  life  is  excessive.  If  He is  the eternal  Son of  God made flesh,  then 
reducing Him to one option among many is not humility.  It is refusal to 
recognise Him.

Modern admiration can hide rejection. Jesus is praised as an advocate for 
the  poor,  an ethical  teacher,  a  prophet  of  love,  a  model  of  courage,  or  a 
spiritual revolutionary. These descriptions may identify genuine features of 
His ministry. They become false when used to exclude His deity, authority, 
cross, resurrection, and lordship.

The  Gospels  do  not  permit  a  harmless  Jesus  who  offers  inspiration 
without judgment. The same Jesus who welcomed children warned of hell. 
The One who touched lepers claimed authority to forgive sins. The One who 
washed His disciples' feet declared that the Father had entrusted all judgment 
to the Son. His compassion and authority are not competing portraits. They 
belong to the same Lord.

The Word Who Was with God and Was God
John opens his Gospel before Bethlehem. In the beginning was the Word. 

The Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things came into being 
through Him. In Him was life, and that life was the light of humanity. The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:1-18).

These statements establish both distinction and unity. The Word is with 
God and is God. He is not a created being promoted to divine status. He exists  
before  creation  and  acts  as  Creator.  His  incarnation  is  therefore  not  the 
beginning of His existence. It is the entrance of the eternal Son into human 
nature and history.

The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  does  not  teach  three  gods  or  one  person 
wearing three temporary roles. The one God eternally exists as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. The mystery exceeds complete human comprehension, but it 
is not a contradiction. God is one in being and three in person. The Christian 
confesses this  because Scripture requires it,  not because human speculation 
invented complexity.

Jesus'  deity  matters  for  salvation.  A creature  cannot  bear  the  ultimate 
weight of God's saving purpose, reveal the Father perfectly, give eternal life by 
His own authority,  or receive the worship belonging to God. The Saviour 
must be able to bring God to humanity and humanity to God.
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Truly Human
The eternal Son did not merely appear human. He became flesh. He was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, fulfilling God's 
promise and entering the human family without inheriting Adam's guilt and 
corruption in the ordinary way (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38).

He  experienced  hunger,  fatigue,  grief,  temptation,  physical  pain, 
rejection, and death. He grew, learned, worked, prayed, wept, and suffered. 
His humanity was not a disguise.

The Son remained what He eternally was while becoming what He had 
not  previously  been.  He is  one person with a  divine  nature  and a  human 
nature, without confusion or separation. This truth guards the Gospel. If He 
were not truly human, He could not stand in humanity's place. If He were not 
truly God, His saving work could not possess the sufficiency Scripture assigns 
to it.

Hebrews presents Him as the merciful and faithful high priest who shared 
flesh and blood, suffered when tempted, and is able to help those who are 
tempted. Yet He remained without sin (Hebrews 2:14-18; Hebrews 4:14-16). His 
sympathy is  not indulgence toward evil.  It  is  the compassion of One who 
knows suffering without ever surrendering to sin.

The Sinless Life
Jesus did what Adam, Israel, and every other human being failed to do. 

He loved the Father perfectly and obeyed completely. His enemies watched 
for fault.  They accused Him falsely but could not establish sin.  He openly 
asked which of  them could  convict  Him of  sin  (John 8:46).  The  apostles 
repeatedly testify that He knew no sin, committed no sin, and was without 
sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5).

His sinlessness was necessary for substitution. A guilty person cannot bear 
another's guilt as an innocent sacrifice. Jesus did not die for His own sins. He 
offered the obedience humanity owed and the sacrifice sinners needed.

His life was not simply a preliminary period before the cross. His active  
obedience belongs to the saving work. He fulfilled righteousness and lived the 
faithful human life credited to those united with Him.

His Authority to Forgive
When a paralysed man was brought to Jesus, Jesus first declared the man's 

sins forgiven. Religious teachers recognised the implication: only God can 
forgive sins in the ultimate sense. Jesus then healed the man to demonstrate 
that the Son of Man possesses authority on earth to forgive sins (Mark 2:1-12).

A prophet may announce forgiveness on God's authority. Jesus acted with 
personal authority  and confirmed it  through the sign.  He did not merely 
point toward a distant mercy. He embodied God's saving presence.

This  authority  means that  the reader's  final  need is  not acceptance by 
society or self-forgiveness detached from God. Sin is against God, and Christ 
possesses authority to forgive. The person ashamed of hidden failure need not 
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search for a human mediator with power Christ lacks. The person proud of 
moral respectability must not assume forgiveness is unnecessary.

Lord over Creation, Disease, Demons, and Death
The signs of Jesus reveal the arrival of God's kingdom and the identity of 

the King. He commanded storms, multiplied food, healed disease, gave sight, 
cleansed leprosy, freed people from demonic oppression, and raised the dead. 
The miracles were acts of compassion and signs pointing beyond themselves.

When  He  calmed  the  storm,  the  disciples  asked  what  kind  of  man 
commands winds and sea and receives obedience (Mark 4:35-41). The question 
recalls Old Testament descriptions of the Lord ruling the waters. When He 
raised Lazarus, He declared Himself the resurrection and the life (John 11:17-
44).

The  miracles  do  not  promise  that  every  believer  will  be  healed 
immediately in the present age. Even those Jesus raised later died again. The 
signs  reveal  His  authority  and  preview  the  restoration  His  return  will  
complete. They show that disease, disorder, demonic power, and death do not 
possess final authority.

His Claims Concerning the Father
Jesus spoke of a unique relationship with the Father. He said that no one 

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal  Him  (Matthew  11:25-27).  He  taught  that  seeing  Him  is  seeing  the 
Father, not because Father and Son are the same person, but because the Son 
perfectly reveals the Father (John 14:6-11).

In conflict with religious leaders, Jesus declared that before Abraham was, 
"I  am."  The listeners  understood the  divine  implication and attempted to 
stone Him (John 8:23-59). In another confrontation, He said that He and the 
Father are one. Again, His opponents accused Him of making Himself God 
(John 10:22-39).

These passages cannot be reduced to later church exaggeration without 
rejecting  the  central  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  The  earliest  Christian 
confession already placed Jesus within the identity and worship of the one 
God. Paul describes Him as existing in the form of God, taking the form of a 
servant,  humbling  Himself  to  death  on  a  cross,  and  receiving  the  name 
before which every knee will bow (Philippians 2:5-11).

The Promised Messiah
Jesus  did not appear without preparation.  The Old Testament develops 

promises of a coming offspring, prophet, priest, king, servant, shepherd, and 
Son. The Messiah would belong to David's line, establish God's reign, suffer 
for sins, and bring salvation to the nations.

No single Old Testament figure exhausted these hopes. Jesus presented His 
ministry as their fulfilment. He announced the kingdom, acted with Davidic 
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authority, interpreted Scripture around Himself, entered Jerusalem as king, 
identified His death with covenant sacrifice, and rose as Lord.

After  the  resurrection,  He  explained  to  His  disciples  how  Moses,  the 
Prophets, and the Psalms pointed to the Messiah's suffering and glory (Luke 
24:25-27; Luke 24:44-49). The Gospel is not an emergency plan created after 
the crucifixion. It fulfils God's redemptive purpose.

The Only Mediator
Jesus' claim to be the way, the truth, and the life rests upon His identity  

and mission. No one comes to the Father except through Him because no one 
else  is  the  incarnate  Son,  sinless  substitute,  risen  Lord,  and  appointed 
Mediator (John 14:6; 1 Timothy 2:5-6).

The claim is not that God refuses sincere people because they selected the 
wrong cultural label in a religious marketplace. The claim is that every person 
has sinned, no person can self-reconcile, and God has provided one sufficient 
Saviour.  Creating  additional  paths  would  imply  that  the  incarnation  and 
cross were unnecessary.

Christ's exclusivity is therefore inseparable from grace. Salvation does not 
depend  upon  ethnicity,  social  class,  intellectual  ability,  wealth,  or  ritual 
access. The same Lord is rich in mercy to all who call on Him (Romans 10:11-
13). The way is one, and the invitation is worldwide.

Compassion Without Compromise
Some readers fear that submitting to Christ means entering the control 

of  a  harsh  ruler.  The  Gospels  show  authority  joined  to  compassion.  Jesus 
welcomed the weary, touched the unclean, defended the vulnerable, fed the 
hungry, wept with mourners, and received sinners who came in repentance.

His  gentleness  must  not  be  detached  from  His  holiness.  He  told  the 
forgiven to leave sin. He called disciples to deny themselves and follow. He 
pronounced  judgment  upon  hypocrisy  and  unbelief.  Love  that  never 
confronts destruction is sentiment, not saving love.

His heart toward the burdened is expressed in the invitation to come to 
Him for rest and learn from Him because He is gentle and humble in heart 
(Matthew 11:28-30). The One who carries authority over all things is not cruel 
toward those who come honestly. His yoke is submission, but it is submission 
to the good King.

Jesus and the Final Judgment
The  modern  image  of  Jesus  often  excludes  judgment.  Jesus  Himself 

repeatedly taught it. He spoke of the separation of the righteous and wicked, 
the resurrection of life and judgment, and His own return in glory (Matthew 
25:31-46; John 5:19-29).

The Judge is  the same One who offered Himself as  Saviour.  This gives  
urgency to grace. The reader will not meet a different Christ at the end of 
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history. The One presently inviting repentance will then execute righteous 
judgment.

To reject Jesus as Lord while admiring Him as teacher is incoherent. His 
teaching includes His authority, His identity, and His demand for allegiance. 
A person cannot preserve  the ethical  fragments  and discard the One who 
spoke them.

Before God
Jesus Christ is not a religious accessory, cultural symbol, or one teacher 

among many. He is the eternal Word made flesh, truly God and truly human, 
sinless in life, authoritative in word, compassionate in action, and unique in 
His relationship with the Father.

He  cannot  be  honoured  by  being  reduced.  Respect  that  refuses  His 
lordship is another form of rejection. The reader is not being asked to prefer  
one spiritual  brand.  The reader  is  being summoned to  recognise  the  One 
through whom all things were made and before whom all will stand.

His  greatness  does  not  place  mercy  beyond reach.  It  makes  His  mercy 
sufficient. The divine Son became human to stand where sinners stand. The 
sinless One moved deliberately toward the cross.

The next chapter enters the centre of the Gospel. There, justice and grace 
meet,  not  through  compromise,  but  in  the  self-giving  sacrifice  of  Jesus  
Christ.
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CHAPTER 8

At the Cross, Justice and Grace Meet

The  cross  was  an  instrument  of  public  shame,  physical  torment,  and 
imperial execution. It was designed to degrade as well as kill. Christianity did 
not choose a pleasant symbol and later attach suffering to it. The faith stands 
beneath the place where Jesus of Nazareth was condemned, mocked, nailed, 
and left to die.

The  scandal  is  greater  than  the  violence.  Christians  confess  that  the 
crucified man is the eternal Son of God and that His death was central to 
God's saving purpose. The cross therefore raises the deepest questions of the 
Gospel. Why was such a death necessary? What did it accomplish? How can 
the death of one person bring forgiveness to others? How can God forgive 
without treating evil as insignificant?

The answer is  not that  an unwilling victim was punished by a distant 
deity. The Father sent the Son in love, and the Son willingly gave Himself in 
the  unity  of  the  divine  purpose.  At  the cross,  God did not  demand from 
another what He refused to bear. In the person of the Son, God entered the 
judgment sinners deserved.

The Problem of Forgiveness
Human  beings  often  speak  of  forgiveness  as  though  it  were  simply 

deciding not to be angry. Serious wrongdoing reveals the cost. When a debt is  
forgiven,  the  creditor  absorbs  the  loss.  When  an  injured  person  refuses 
revenge, the pain does not disappear by declaration. Someone bears the cost of 
reconciliation.

God's forgiveness cannot be moral indifference. A judge who releases the 
guilty because judgment is unpleasant is not merciful but unjust. The holiness 
of God means He cannot call evil good, deny the victim, or contradict His 
own righteousness.

The  cross  displays  how  God  can  remain  righteous  while  declaring 
righteous the person who has faith in Jesus. Paul says that all have sinned and 
are justified freely by God's  grace through the redemption in Christ.  God 
presented Christ as an atoning sacrifice to demonstrate His righteousness, so 
that  He would be  just  and the  justifier  of  the  one who has  faith in  Jesus 
(Romans 3:21-26).

Grace does not bypass justice. It satisfies justice through Christ.

The Suffering Servant
Centuries before the crucifixion, Isaiah described the servant of the Lord 

who  would  be  despised,  rejected,  pierced  for  transgressions,  crushed  for 
iniquities,  and bear the sin of many.  The servant suffers not merely as  an 
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example of human cruelty but as a guilt offering within God's saving purpose 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12).

The  language  is  substitutionary.  The  punishment  bringing  peace  falls 
upon Him. The wandering sheep are guilty; the Lord lays their iniquity upon 
the servant. He is personally innocent and voluntarily obedient.

Jesus understood His mission in these terms. He said that the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many 
(Mark 10:45). At the Last Supper, He interpreted the cup as His blood of the 
covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-28). 
His death was not an accident that interrupted His ministry. It was the saving 
act toward which His ministry moved.

Substitution
Substitution means  that  Christ  stood in the  place  of  sinners.  He bore 

what they deserved so that they might receive what belongs to Him. The idea 
is woven through biblical sacrifice, the suffering servant, Jesus' own teaching, 
and apostolic explanation.

Paul writes that God made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us,  
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 
5:17-21). Peter says that Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree so  
that believers, having died to sins, might live for righteousness ( 1 Peter 2:21-
25).

Substitution does not mean that moral responsibility can ordinarily be 
transferred between unwilling parties. It rests upon Christ's unique identity, 
covenant representation, innocence, and voluntary self-offering. He is not a 
third party dragged into a dispute. He is the divine Son who takes human 
nature and gives Himself.

John  Stott  (2021)  describes  the  heart  of  the  atonement  as  the  self-
substitution of  God.  The phrase  protects  both justice  and love.  The Judge 
bears the judgment in the person of the Son.

Sacrifice and Propitiation
Biblical  sacrifice  teaches  that  sin  brings  death  and  that  atonement 

requires a life given. The Old Testament sacrifices were appointed signs, but 
the blood of animals could not finally remove human sin. They prepared for 
Christ's once-for-all offering (Hebrews 9:11-28; Hebrews 10:1-18).

Propitiation refers to the satisfaction of God's righteous wrath against sin. 
Divine wrath is not uncontrolled temper. It is God's holy, settled opposition 
to evil. A god indifferent to abuse, corruption, cruelty, and rebellion would 
not be loving.

Christ's  sacrifice turns away wrath not by changing an unwilling God 
into a loving God, but by expressing the love that provided the sacrifice. God 
loved and therefore sent His Son as the atoning sacrifice for sins (1 John 4:9-
10). Love is the source of the atonement, not its reluctant result.
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This protects the believer from two errors. One imagines a compassionate 
Son  persuading  a  hostile  Father.  The  other  imagines  forgiveness  without 
wrath or sacrifice. Scripture presents Father, Son, and Spirit united in holy 
love and saving purpose.

Redemption
Redemption  is  liberation  through  payment.  The  biblical  background 

includes release from slavery and the purchase of freedom. Human beings are 
enslaved to sin, subject to death, and unable to pay their own ransom.

Christ redeems from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for sinners 
(Galatians 3:10-14). Believers are redeemed not with perishable silver or gold 
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of an unblemished lamb (1 
Peter 1:18-21).

The language does not imply that Satan receives a commercial payment. 
The debt is moral and covenantal before God. Christ satisfies God's justice 
and breaks the claims of the powers that held sinners through guilt.

Redemption also establishes ownership. Those bought at a price no longer 
belong to themselves (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Salvation is freedom from sin 
for service to God, not freedom to continue self-rule.

Reconciliation
Sin  creates  hostility  and  alienation  between  humanity  and  God. 

Reconciliation is the restoration of peace through the removal of the cause of  
hostility. God acts first. While people were enemies, they were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son (Romans 5:6-11).

This peace is objective before it becomes emotional. A believer may still 
struggle with fear, but the legal and relational hostility has been removed in 
Christ.  God  is  no  longer  Judge  against  the  believer  but  Father  for  the 
believer.

Reconciliation with God also begins to reshape human relationships. The 
cross destroys boasting and creates a people from divided groups. It does not 
make  every  conflict  easy  or  remove  the  need  for  justice,  boundaries,  and 
truth.  It  provides  the  only  foundation for  forgiveness  that  neither  denies 
wrongdoing nor worships revenge.

Justification and Imputed Righteousness
Justification is God's legal declaration that the sinner who trusts Christ is 

righteous.  It  is  not  a  declaration that  the person has  never  sinned or  has 
already  become morally  perfect.  It  is  grounded in  Christ's  obedience  and 
sacrifice.

The believer's  sins  are  counted to Christ,  and Christ's  righteousness  is  
counted to the believer. This counting is often called imputation. Paul points 
to Abraham, who believed God and was credited with righteousness. He also 
describes the blessing of the person to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works (Romans 4:1-8).
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Justification is received through faith because faith rests in Christ rather 
than presenting human merit.  Faith is  not  the righteousness  that  earns  a 
verdict. Christ is the righteousness faith receives.

This  doctrine  offers  peace  to  the  conscience.  The  believer's  acceptance 
does  not  rise  and fall  with daily  performance.  Growth matters,  discipline 
matters,  and  sin  must  be  confessed,  but  the  basis  of  acceptance  remains 
Christ's finished work.

Forgiveness
Forgiveness  means that  guilt  is  removed and sin is  no longer counted 

against  the  believer.  It  does  not  mean  that  earthly  consequences  always 
disappear. A forgiven criminal may still face legal punishment. A forgiven 
leader may rightly lose office. A forgiven abuser must not demand restored 
access to a victim.

God's forgiveness is  full  without being morally careless.  Because Christ 
bore judgment, God does not hold the same guilt against the believer again. 
There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1-4).

This promise does not belong to everyone automatically.  It belongs to 
those united with Christ through faith. The cross is sufficient for every sinner 
and is applied to those who repent and believe.

Adoption
The Gospel  offers  more  than acquittal.  God adopts  justified sinners  as 

children.  They  receive  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  by  whom  they  cry,  "Abba, 
Father," and become heirs with Christ (Romans 8:14-17; Galatians 4:4-7).

A judge may acquit and send a person away. God justifies and brings the 
person home. The relationship is  reverent,  because  God remains  holy,  yet 
intimate because He becomes Father.

For  readers  whose  experience  of  human  fatherhood  includes  absence, 
cruelty, or failure, divine fatherhood should not be interpreted through the 
worst  human  example.  God  defines  fatherhood  by  His  character.  He 
disciplines in love,  provides wisely,  keeps covenant,  and never exploits  His 
children.

The Cross and the Defeat of Evil
The  cross  is  also  victory.  Through  death,  Christ  disarmed  rulers  and 

authorities and triumphed over them (Colossians 2:13-15). Satan's accusations 
depend upon guilt. When guilt is answered by Christ's blood, the accuser's 
claim is broken.

This victory does not mean evil has ceased to operate in the present age. 
The  decisive  battle  has  been won,  and  final  defeat  awaits  Christ's  return. 
Believers  resist  evil  from  the  position  of  Christ's  triumph,  not  by  secret 
techniques or personal power.

The  cross  also  judges  worldly  power.  Rome  displayed  its  authority  by 
crucifying. God turned the instrument of shame into the means of salvation. 
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Human  violence  reached  its  darkest  expression,  and  divine  wisdom 
accomplished redemption without approving the violence.

Grace Free to the Sinner, Costly to Christ
Grace is free because it is not earned. It is not cheap. The gift cost the 

humiliation, suffering, and blood of the Son of God. The price reveals both 
the seriousness of sin and the greatness of love.

Cheap  grace  reassures  without  repentance,  offers  forgiveness  without 
Christ's lordship, and separates salvation from transformation. Biblical grace 
trains believers to renounce ungodliness and live self-controlled, righteous, 
and godly lives while awaiting Christ's return (Titus 2:11-14).

The cross therefore destroys presumption. A person cannot gaze upon the 
price  of  redemption  and  treat  sin  as  harmless.  It  also  destroys  despair.  A 
person cannot honestly confess that Christ's  sacrifice is insufficient for the 
guilt of anyone who comes to Him.

The Cry of Completion
Jesus' final cry, "It is finished," announces completion (John 19:28-30). The 

work  the  Father  gave  Him  was  accomplished.  No  human  work  can 
supplement the atonement.

Religion  repeatedly  attempts  to  add  payment:  suffering,  rituals,  vows, 
gifts,  achievement,  or  moral  improvement.  These  may  have  a  place  in 
discipleship when rightly understood, but none completes the cross. Adding 
to  Christ  as  a  basis  for  acceptance  implies  that  His  finished  work  was 
unfinished.

The sinner receives, rests, and then obeys from gratitude. The sequence 
protects grace.

Before God
At the cross, God's holiness is not relaxed and His love is not restrained.  

Justice is satisfied, mercy is extended, guilt is borne, and sinners are invited 
home.

Christ  did  not  die  for  a  slightly  flawed  version  of  you  that  needed 
encouragement. He died for the guilty.  He did not offer Himself to make 
self-salvation easier. He accomplished salvation.

The cross removes every ground of boasting. It also removes every excuse 
for despair among those who come. The blood of Christ is more sufficient 
than your sin is severe. His righteousness is more complete than your record is 
broken.

The cross,  however, cannot be separated from the resurrection. A dead 
teacher may inspire memory. A risen Lord gives life, confirms the sacrifice, 
and guarantees judgment. The next chapter enters the event that changes the 
verdict of history.
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CHAPTER 9

The Resurrection Changes the Verdict

The  Christian  message  is  not  that  the  teaching  of  Jesus  survived  His 
death.  It  is  that  Jesus  Himself  rose  bodily  from  the  dead.  The  claim  is 
historical, theological, and personal. It concerns an event in the first century, 
an act of God within redemptive history, and a Lord before whom the reader  
is accountable.

Paul states the matter without protection. If Christ has not been raised, 
apostolic  preaching  is  empty,  faith  is  worthless,  the  witnesses  are  false,  
believers  remain  in  their  sins,  and  the  dead  in  Christ  have  perished. 
Christianity without the resurrection is not a reduced but still useful moral 
system. It is false (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).

This vulnerability is a strength of the Gospel's historical character. The 
apostles  did  not  offer  an unfalsifiable  private  experience.  They announced 
that God acted publicly and that witnesses encountered the risen Jesus.

What Resurrection Means
Resurrection  is  not  the  survival  of  influence,  the  immortality  of  an 

immaterial soul, reincarnation, or a symbolic statement that hope continues. 
In  Jewish  expectation,  resurrection  meant  God's  raising  of  the  dead  into 
embodied  life.  The disciples  did  not  conclude  that  Jesus  was  risen merely 
because they sensed His presence or remembered His teaching.

The  risen  Jesus  could  be  seen,  heard,  and  touched.  He  ate  with  His 
disciples, showed the wounds of crucifixion, taught them, and commissioned 
them (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29; John 21:1-14). His body was transformed 
and no longer subject to death, but it was the body that had been crucified.

Wright's  extensive  historical  study  emphasises  that  early  Christian 
resurrection  language  belonged  within  Jewish  beliefs  about  bodily 
resurrection  while  displaying  striking  modifications  centred  on  Jesus 
(Wright,  2003).  The first  Christians did not merely  adopt a  general  hope. 
They  claimed  that  the  expected  end-time  resurrection  had  begun  in  one 
person ahead of the final resurrection of all.

The Empty Tomb
All four Gospels report that women discovered the tomb empty on the 

first day of the week (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18). 
The accounts differ in selected detail and emphasis, as independent testimony 
often does, while agreeing on the central facts.

The prominence of  women is  historically significant within the social 
setting.  The  early  church  was  unlikely  to  invent  female  discoverers  as  a 
strategy  for  increasing  public  credibility  in  a  culture  where  women's 
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testimony was  often discounted.  The  detail  fits  remembered events  better 
than apologetic fabrication.

An empty tomb alone would not prove resurrection. A body might be 
moved,  stolen,  or  lost.  The  Christian  case  joins  the  empty  tomb  with 
appearances,  transformed  witnesses,  and  the  emergence  of  resurrection 
proclamation in Jerusalem.

The  allegation  that  the  disciples  stole  the  body  appears  already  in 
Matthew's account of the controversy (Matthew 28:11-15). It acknowledges that 
the  tomb  was  empty  while  offering  an  alternative  explanation.  The 
explanation has difficulty accounting for the disciples' conviction that Jesus 
appeared to them and for their willingness to suffer for the testimony. People 
may suffer for false beliefs they think are true. Deliberate conspirators know 
the difference between an encounter and an invention.

The Appearances
Paul preserves an early summary of the Gospel he had received: Christ 

died for sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, was raised on the third 
day, and appeared to Cephas, the Twelve, more than five hundred believers at  
once, James, all the apostles, and finally Paul (1 Corinthians 15:1-8).

This summary was written within living memory of the events and points 
to named and group witnesses. Paul even notes that many of the larger group 
were still alive, implicitly making the testimony open to inquiry.

The  appearances  were  not  confined to  one  emotional  state  or  setting. 
They  occurred  to  individuals  and  groups,  indoors  and  outdoors,  near 
Jerusalem and in Galilee, to committed followers, a sceptical family member, 
and  a  persecutor.  The  diversity  makes  a  single  psychological  explanation 
inadequate.

Bauckham (2017) argues that the Gospel traditions are closely connected 
to  named  eyewitness  testimony  rather  than  being  anonymous  legends 
formed  without  living  control.  His  full  thesis  involves  detailed  historical 
analysis, but the central point is important: the Gospels present themselves  
within a culture of testimony, memory, and named witnesses.

Transformed Disciples
Before  the  crucifixion,  the  disciples  misunderstood  Jesus'  mission, 

competed for status, fled at His arrest, and hid in fear. After the resurrection, 
they publicly proclaimed Him as Lord and Messiah in the city where He had 
been killed. Peter, who had denied knowing Jesus, announced that God had 
raised Him and made Him Lord and Messiah (Acts 2:22-36).

Courage alone does not prove truth. Transformation nevertheless requires 
explanation.  The  disciples  did  not  claim  merely  that  Jesus'  cause  should 
continue. They claimed to have seen Him alive.

Their  proclamation brought  opposition,  imprisonment,  violence,  and, 
for some, death. Historical details concerning every apostle's later fate are not 
equally secure, so responsible argument should avoid exaggerated martyrdom 
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lists. The New Testament itself clearly records suffering and, in the case of 
James the brother of John, execution (Acts 5:17-42; Acts 7:54-60; Acts 12:1-2). 
The witnesses did not gain an easy life from their message.

James and Paul
James,  the brother  of  Jesus,  is  not presented as  a  disciple during Jesus'  

public ministry. The Gospels indicate family misunderstanding (Mark 3:20-
21; John 7:1-5). After the resurrection, James appears among the believers and 
becomes a leading figure in the Jerusalem church (Acts 1:12-14; Acts 15:12-21). 
Paul specifically lists an appearance to James.

Paul's  transformation is  even  more  dramatic.  He  opposed  the  church, 
approved violence,  and attempted to destroy the Christian movement.  He 
then became its missionary and suffered for the name he had persecuted. Paul 
attributed the  change  to  an encounter  with the  risen Christ  (Acts  9:1-22; 
Galatians 1:11-24).

Neither James nor Paul was predisposed by grief to invent comforting 
visions of a leader they already expected to see. Their inclusion broadens the 
explanatory burden for alternatives to resurrection.

Legend and the Early Proclamation
Legends  can  develop,  but  the  resurrection  message  appears  at  the 

beginning of  the Christian movement rather  than after  a  long period in 
which witnesses had disappeared. Paul's letters, written before the Gospels in 
their  final  form,  already  presuppose  the  death,  burial,  resurrection, 
appearances, lordship, and return of Christ.

The  early  confession  in  1  Corinthians  15:1-8 was  received  before  Paul 
transmitted  it  to  Corinth.  Many  scholars  date  its  formulation very  early, 
though  precise  dates  remain  debated.  The  responsible  conclusion  is  that 
resurrection  belief  was  not  a  late  addition  to  a  Christianity  originally 
concerned only with ethics.

The proclamation also emerged in a Jewish setting where resurrection was 
generally expected at the end of the age, not in the middle of history for one  
individual. The disciples required a powerful reason to reorganise their beliefs 
around a crucified Messiah raised ahead of everyone else.

Hallucination and Visionary Experience
Some propose  that  grief,  expectation,  or  religious  experience  produced 

visions  interpreted  as  resurrection.  Psychological  experiences  may  explain 
some individual perceptions. They do not naturally explain the empty tomb, 
group encounters, the variety of witnesses, physical features of the narratives,  
and the specific conclusion of bodily resurrection.

The disciples were not expecting the crucifixion to be followed by Jesus'  
immediate  resurrection.  When the  women reported  the  empty  tomb and 
angelic message, the words seemed like nonsense to the apostles (Luke 24:9-
12). Thomas demanded physical confirmation (John 20:24-29). The narratives 
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contain surprise and resistance, not a community easily projecting a shared 
expectation.

A  historical  argument  cannot  place  the  resurrection  under  laboratory 
repetition. Historical knowledge concerns unique past events and is assessed 
through  sources,  explanatory  scope,  coherence,  background  beliefs,  and 
competing accounts. The central worldview question remains whether God 
exists and could act. If the Creator exists, resurrection is not impossible. The 
evidence can be considered rather than excluded in advance.

The Father's Vindication of the Son
The resurrection is God's verdict upon Jesus. Human courts condemned 

Him as a blasphemer and threat. God raised Him, declaring Him to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness (Romans 1:1-4).

This vindication confirms Jesus' identity and teaching. It means the cross 
was  not  the  defeat  of  a  failed  claimant.  It  was  the  saving sacrifice  of  the 
Messiah.

The resurrection also confirms that the sacrifice was accepted. Paul joins 
Christ's death for sins with His being raised for justification (Romans 4:23-
25). The risen Christ is the living ground of the believer's righteousness and 
intercession.

The Defeat of Death
Death  appears  final  because  every  human  power  stops  before  it. 

Resurrection announces that death's authority has been broken. Christ is the 
firstfruits  of  those  who have  fallen asleep.  His  resurrection guarantees  the 
future resurrection of those who belong to Him (1 Corinthians 15:20-28).

Christian hope is not that the present body is irrelevant or that creation 
will be abandoned. God will raise the dead, transform believers, judge evil,  
and renew creation. Grief remains real, but it is no longer without hope.

This  hope  does  not  make  earthly  life  disposable.  Bodily  resurrection 
affirms creation, embodied service, justice, and care. What believers do in the 
Lord  is  not  in  vain  because  God's  future  gives  enduring  significance  to 
faithfulness (1 Corinthians 15:50-58).

The Guarantee of Judgment
The resurrection is comfort to those in Christ and warning to those who 

resist  Him.  Paul  told  the  Athenians  that  God  commands  all  people 
everywhere  to  repent  because  He  has  set  a  day  to  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness by the man He appointed, giving proof by raising Him from 
the dead (Acts 17:30-31).

The risen Jesus is not merely proof that life continues. He is the appointed 
Judge.  The  resurrection  makes  postponement  more  serious  because  it 
confirms that history moves toward His public lordship.
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The Living Lord
Christian faith is not trust in a deceased founder. Jesus ascended, reigns at 

the  Father's  right  hand,  intercedes  for  His  people,  gives  the  Holy  Spirit, 
governs His church, and will return bodily (Acts 1:1-11; Hebrews 7:23-25).

The  believer  does  not  merely  accept  a  conclusion about  the  past.  The 
believer  is  united  to  a  living  person.  Prayer  is  addressed  through  Him, 
obedience  is  rendered  to  Him,  hope  rests  upon Him,  and  death  becomes 
entrance into His presence while awaiting resurrection.

Before God
The resurrection changes the verdict. The crucified Jesus is not a failed 

teacher but the vindicated Son. His sacrifice is accepted. Death is defeated. 
Judgment is certain. Eternal life is offered in His name.

The  evidence  deserves  more  than  casual  dismissal.  The  empty  tomb, 
appearances, early proclamation, transformed witnesses, and the emergence 
of bodily resurrection faith form a coherent historical case. The Christian 
confession goes further because God gives faith through His Word and Spirit,  
but faith is not asked to rest upon a known falsehood.

The risen Christ now confronts the reader. He is alive, not available for  
harmless admiration, and not contained in the past. The decisive question 
becomes how God's gift in Him is received.
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CHAPTER 10

How God's Gift Is Received

A gift can be misunderstood in two opposite ways. It can be treated as a 
wage earned by  the  receiver,  or  it  can be  treated as  though the  receiver's  
response is irrelevant. The Gospel permits neither error. Salvation is entirely 
God's  gracious provision, accomplished by Christ and applied by the Holy 
Spirit. It must also be personally received through repentance and faith.

The  sinner  does  not  contribute  merit.  Repentance  and  faith  are  not 
payments added to the cross. They are the God-enabled response by which 
the person turns from every false refuge and rests in Christ.

This chapter explains that response carefully because vague language can 
produce  false  assurance.  "Accepting  Jesus"  may  mean  admiration,  cultural 
identification, a temporary emotional experience, or a decision to become 
more religious. Scripture calls for something deeper: repentance toward God 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:20-21).

Grace Begins with God
The  movement  of  salvation  begins  in  God,  not  in  human  initiative. 

Humanity did not devise the incarnation, request the cross, or raise Christ 
from the dead. God loved, sent, gave, called, and saved.

Paul describes sinners as spiritually dead, enslaved, and under wrath, then 
announces, "But God," rich in mercy, made them alive with Christ. Salvation 
is by grace through faith, not from works (Ephesians 2:1-10).

Grace is not assistance given to basically capable people so that they can 
complete  their  salvation.  It  is  divine rescue for  the helpless.  This  removes 
boasting.  The  believer  cannot  say  that  superior  wisdom,  morality,  or 
willpower produced conversion.

God's initiative also creates hope. If salvation depended upon the sinner 
first making the heart worthy, no one would be saved. Grace comes to the 
unworthy and begins the change it commands.

The Gospel Call
God brings salvation to people through the proclamation of the Gospel.  

The message announces who Christ  is,  what He has done,  and what God 
commands in response. Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
message about Christ (Romans 10:9-17).

The call is universal and sincere. God commands all people everywhere to 
repent (Acts  17:30-31).  The risen Christ  commissioned the proclamation of 
repentance for forgiveness of sins to all nations (Luke 24:44-49). The final 
invitation of Scripture extends to the thirsty: the one who desires may take 
the water of life freely (Revelation 22:16-17).
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No  reader  should  wait  to  discover  whether  they  belong  to  a  secret 
category  permitted  to  come.  The  command  and  invitation  are  already 
addressed to the hearer. Christ promises to receive the person who comes.

The Holy Spirit and the New Birth
The outward Gospel call is heard by human ears. The Holy Spirit must 

open the heart to receive it. Jesus told Nicodemus that entrance into God's 
kingdom requires birth from the Spirit (John 3:3-8).

Regeneration is the imparting of spiritual life. The Spirit enlightens the 
mind, renews the will, exposes sin, and makes Christ precious. He does not 
force a person to act against the deepest desire. He changes the heart so that 
the person freely comes.

This  truth  should  not  produce  passivity.  Scripture  never  instructs  an 
unbeliever to wait for a sensation of regeneration. It commands repentance 
and faith. The Spirit's hidden work is known by its fruit: the sinner sees need,  
turns toward Christ, and believes.

The  reader  who  senses  conviction  should  not  attempt  to  analyse  the 
Spirit's work from a distance. The proper response is to come to Christ.

What Repentance Is
Repentance is a change of mind, heart, and direction concerning God 

and sin. It recognises that God is right, that sin is rebellion, and that self-rule 
must  be  abandoned.  It  turns  from  idols  and  false  confidence  toward  the 
living God.

Jesus began His public proclamation with the command to repent and 
believe  the  Gospel  (Mark  1:14-15).  The  two  responses  belong  together. 
Repentance without faith becomes despair or moral reform. Faith without 
repentance becomes empty agreement.

Repentance includes sorrow, but sorrow alone is not repentance. A person 
may  regret  exposure,  consequences,  damaged  reputation,  lost  income,  or 
broken relationships while continuing to love the sin. Godly grief produces 
repentance leading to salvation, while worldly grief remains centred on loss 
(2 Corinthians 7:8-11).

Repentance  also  includes  confession.  Confession  agrees  with  God's 
judgment rather than editing it. The sinner stops naming evil as necessity,  
temperament, culture, weakness,  or entitlement. Where specific wrong has 
been committed, confession becomes specific.

Repentance  is  not  perfection  achieved  before  coming  to  Christ.  No 
person can cleanse the heart sufficiently and then present the result to God. 
The sinner turns to Christ with the sin, guilt, bondage, and inability that 
make salvation necessary.

Repentance and Restitution
True repentance produces appropriate fruit. John the Baptist told hearers 

to  produce  fruit  consistent  with  repentance  (Luke  3:7-14).  Zacchaeus 
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responded to  Jesus  by  giving generously  and making restitution for  fraud 
(Luke 19:1-10).

Restitution does not purchase forgiveness. It demonstrates that the sinner 
no  longer  protects  the  benefits  of  wrongdoing.  A  thief  who keeps  stolen 
property while claiming repentance contradicts the claim. A liar may need to 
correct  the record.  A leader  who concealed abuse  may need to  report  the 
matter and accept loss of position. A person who damaged another may need 
to apologise without demanding immediate trust.

Some  consequences  cannot  be  reversed.  A  life  cannot  be  restored  by 
apology, and a broken relationship may not be repaired. Repentance accepts  
responsibility and does what righteousness  now requires,  while resting the 
unpayable moral debt in Christ's atonement.

What Saving Faith Is
Saving faith includes knowledge, assent, and trust. A person must know 

the Gospel's essential content: the holy Creator, human sin, the identity of 
Jesus,  His  atoning  death,  bodily  resurrection,  lordship,  and  promise  of 
salvation. Faith is not trust in an undefined spiritual object.

The person must also assent that the message is true. Yet knowledge and 
agreement alone are insufficient. James notes that demons believe God is one 
and tremble (James 2:19). Saving faith personally entrusts the self to Christ.

The distinction resembles knowing facts about a physician, agreeing that 
the physician is competent, and actually placing oneself under the physician's 
care. The analogy is imperfect, because Christ is Lord and salvation is more 
than treatment. It shows that trust moves beyond observation.

Faith rests in Christ alone. It does not divide confidence between Christ 
and  personal  goodness,  Christ  and  religious  rituals,  Christ  and  ancestral 
protection, or Christ and future moral performance. Mixed confidence is not 
confidence in His sufficiency.

What Must Be Believed About Jesus
The Gospel is not a test requiring perfect theological vocabulary. A new 

believer may understand many truths imperfectly. Certain realities cannot be 
denied without changing the object of faith.

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, truly human and truly divine. He lived 
without sin.  He died for sins as  the sufficient sacrifice.  He was buried and 
bodily raised by God. He reigns as Lord and will judge. Salvation is found in  
Him and not in human merit.

Paul writes that if a person confesses with the mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believes in the heart that God raised Him from the dead, that person will  
be saved. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 
10:8-13).

Confessing  Jesus  as  Lord  is  not  merely  pronouncing  a  title.  It 
acknowledges His rightful authority. The believer may struggle and fail, but 
the direction of allegiance has changed.
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Receiving Christ
John says that those who received Christ, who believed in His name, were 

given the right to become children of God (John 1:12-13). Receiving Christ 
means  welcoming  Him  as  He  is  rather  than  selecting  only  the  benefits 
desired.

The  person  receives  the  Saviour  who  forgives  and  the  Lord  who 
commands.  These  offices  cannot  be  separated.  This  does  not  mean that  a 
sinner understands every implication of discipleship at conversion. It means 
the person no longer reserves the right to reject Christ's authority wherever 
obedience becomes costly.

Jesus described coming to Him as eating the bread of life and drinking 
living water, images of dependence and satisfaction (John 6:35-47; John 7:37-
38). The invitation is for the hungry and thirsty, not the self-satisfied.

Election and the Open Invitation
Scripture teaches that God chose His people in grace before they could 

boast, draws them to the Son, and preserves them to the end (Ephesians 1:3-14; 
John 6:37-44;  Romans 8:28-39). Election magnifies mercy because salvation 
does not begin in human merit.

The doctrine must not be turned into a barrier before Christ. Jesus joins  
divine sovereignty and open promise in the same statement: all whom the 
Father gives will come, and the one who comes will never be cast out (John 
6:37).

The sinner is not commanded to inspect God's hidden decree. The sinner 
is  commanded  to  look  to  Christ.  The  person  who  comes  discovers  not 
rejection  but  mercy.  Election  explains  why  the  believer  came  and  why 
boasting is excluded. It does not authorise unbelief.

No one may say, "I will remain in sin unless God first proves that I am 
chosen."  The  Gospel  itself  is  God's  command  and  invitation.  The  proper 
response is repentance and faith.

Calling, Regeneration, Faith, Justification, and Sanctification
The  Bible  describes  salvation  through  several  connected  acts.  The 

distinctions help clarity when they remain centred on Christ.
God's  call  brings  the  Gospel  to  the  sinner  and,  through  the  Spirit,  

effectively  draws  the  person  to  Christ.  Regeneration  gives  spiritual  life. 
Repentance turns from sin.  Faith rests  in Christ.  Justification declares  the 
believer  righteous.  Adoption  receives  the  believer  into  God's  family. 
Sanctification  progressively  conforms  the  believer  to  Christ.  Glorification 
will complete salvation in resurrection.

These are not separate products purchased from God. They are aspects of 
the one salvation found in union with Christ. The person who has Christ is  
justified and begins to be sanctified. The person does not receive forgiveness 
while remaining permanently outside His lordship.
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The distinctions also protect the conscience. Justification is complete at 
conversion  because  it  rests  on  Christ's  righteousness.  Sanctification  is 
progressive and remains imperfect in this life. A believer's struggle does not 
mean Christ's justification is incomplete. Persistent, unrepentant rebellion, 
however, calls the profession of faith into question.

The Conversion of the Jailer
When an earthquake opened the prison in Philippi, the jailer feared the 

prisoners  had  escaped  and  prepared  to  kill  himself.  Paul  stopped  him. 
Trembling, the jailer asked what he must do to be saved. The answer was 
direct: believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. Paul and Silas then 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and his household. The jailer responded 
with care, baptism, and joy (Acts 16:25-34).

The command to believe was not an invitation to vague optimism. The 
word of the Lord explained the object and content of faith.  The response 
produced visible change.  The man who had custody of wounded prisoners 
washed their wounds and welcomed them into his home.

The  passage  shows  simplicity  without  superficiality.  Salvation  is  not 
earned through a long religious process,  admission into an institution, or 
completion of ceremonial stages. Christ is received by faith. That faith begins 
a new life of obedience, fellowship, and service.

Salvation Is Not Becoming Religious
A reader may come from Christianity, another religion, mixed spiritual 

practices, or no organised faith. The command is not first to adopt religious 
habits or secure the approval of a Christian institution. It is to repent and 
believe in Jesus Christ. Eternal life is in the Son, not in a religious system ( 1 
John 5:11-12).

This  distinction  does  not  make  obedience  or  fellowship  optional 
decorations. Those who receive Christ are joined to His people and taught to 
obey  Him.  Yet  the  order  must  remain  clear:  the  church  does  not  create 
salvation,  baptism  does  not  purchase  it,  and  religious  service  does  not 
maintain it. Christ saves, and the saved learn to gather, serve, worship, and 
grow together.

False Conversion
Several  experiences  may  accompany  conversion  without  proving  it.  A 

person may feel fear during illness, repeat a prayer in a meeting, experience 
temporary relief, respond to music, receive baptism, join a church, or adopt 
Christian vocabulary. None of these is a reliable substitute for repentance and 
faith.

Jesus warned of hearers who receive the word with joy but have no root,  
and others  whose apparent life  is  choked by worldly  concerns  and wealth 
(Mark 4:1-20). He warned that not everyone who says "Lord, Lord" enters the 
kingdom (Matthew 7:13-27).
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These warnings should produce honest examination, not endless paralysis. 
The solution to doubt is not to stare more intensely at the self. It is to look to 
Christ, confess known sin, trust His promise, and observe whether the life is 
moving in a new direction.

Assurance
Assurance rests  first  on the objective  promise  of  God and the finished 

work of Christ. John writes so that those who believe in the name of the Son 
of God may know that they have eternal life (1 John 5:10-13). Jesus promises 
that His sheep hear His voice, follow Him, receive eternal life, and will never 
perish (John 10:27-30).

Assurance  is  strengthened  by  the  Spirit's  witness,  love  for  believers, 
growing obedience, hatred of sin, perseverance, and spiritual fruit (Romans 
8:14-17;  Galatians 5:16-25;  1 John 2:3-6). These fruits do not replace Christ as 
the foundation. They confirm His life at work.

Emotions  vary.  A  strong  feeling  at  conversion  may  fade.  A  quiet 
conversion may be genuine. Assurance should not be built on remembering 
the intensity of a moment but on present trust in the faithful Saviour.

Expressing Repentance and Faith in Prayer
A sinner may express repentance and faith through prayer. Prayer does 

not save by its wording, length, emotional force, or repetition. Jesus Christ 
saves. A prayer is truthful when it expresses the heart's reliance upon Him.

No fixed formula is required. The tax collector's brief plea for mercy was 
accepted  because  he  came humbly.  The  criminal  beside  Jesus  asked  to  be 
remembered and received Christ's promise (Luke 18:13-14; Luke 23:39-43).

The following prayer is an example, not a sacrament or guarantee:

Holy God, I confess that You are my Creator and rightful Lord. I 
have sinned against You in what I have thought, loved, done, and failed 
to do. I cannot justify or cleanse myself. I believe that Jesus Christ is Your  
Son,  that He lived without sin,  died in the place of  sinners,  and rose 
bodily from the dead. I turn from my sin, self-rule, and every false hope.  
I entrust myself to Jesus Christ alone for forgiveness, righteousness, and 
eternal life. Have mercy on me, give me a new heart by Your Holy Spirit,  
and teach me to follow Christ as Lord. I ask this because of His finished 
work, not because I deserve it. Amen.

A  person  should  not  place  confidence  in  having  recited  these  words. 
Confidence belongs in Christ. If the prayer expresses genuine repentance and 
faith, the believer may stand upon God's promise that everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.

Before God
God's gift is received, not earned. It is received through repentance that 

abandons self-rule and faith that rests in Jesus Christ alone. These are not 
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human achievements added to grace. They are the response grace creates and 
commands.

You do not need to become worthy before coming. You do not need to 
understand every secondary doctrine. You do need the true Christ, the true 
Gospel, and an honest surrender of every competing hope.

The invitation is direct. Christ receives sinners. He does not cast out the 
one who comes. The person who believes passes from death to life and is no 
longer condemned (John 5:24).

Receiving Christ begins, rather than ends, the life of discipleship. Grace 
creates a new allegiance that reaches the workplace,  family,  body, money, 
power, public responsibility, and every decision. The Holy Spirit who gives 
new life also leads believers into truth and produces Christlike character. His 
guidance never competes with Scripture, but applies God's Word with wisdom 
to the choices of daily life. The next chapter considers what happens when 
Christ becomes Lord of the leader.
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CHAPTER 11

When Christ Becomes Lord of the Leader

Conversion changes the centre of authority. Before Christ, the self may 
serve morality, religion, family, or public duty while retaining the final right 
to  decide  what  will  be  surrendered.  In  conversion,  that  claim  ends.  The 
believer belongs to Jesus Christ.

This  new allegiance does not remove every conflict or produce instant 
maturity. It establishes a new direction. Sin remains present, but it no longer 
possesses rightful dominion. The believer learns to bring the whole life under 
the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Leadership  makes  this  transformation  visible  because  leadership 
concentrates choices involving people, money, truth, opportunity, and power. 
A  profession  of  faith  that  never  reaches  those  areas  remains  dangerously 
abstract.

Lord, Not Private Adviser
Modern culture often permits faith if  it remains private.  A leader may 

pray  personally  while  public  decisions  are  governed  by  a  separate  moral 
system.  Jesus  is  accepted  as  comfort  for  the  inner  life  but  excluded  from 
budgets,  contracts,  appointments,  speech,  sexuality,  and  institutional 
practice.

The New Testament recognises no such division. Whatever believers do in 
word or deed is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17). 
Work is to be performed sincerely as service to the Lord, knowing that Christ 
is the true Master (Colossians 3:22-25).

Christ's lordship does not require turning every workplace into a church 
service or using authority to coerce belief. It requires integrity, justice, love of 
neighbour,  courage,  stewardship,  and  refusal  to  participate  in  evil.  The 
Christian leader serves people who may not share the faith while remaining 
accountable to Christ.

Power as Stewardship
Authority is never absolute. Every leader exercises delegated power under 

God.  Political  office,  corporate  position,  academic  rank,  pastoral 
responsibility, parental authority, and financial control are trusts rather than 
possessions.

Jesus  corrected  leadership  patterns  built  upon  domination.  Among 
worldly  rulers,  greatness  is  often  displayed  through  control.  Among  His 
disciples,  greatness is  expressed through service,  following the Son of Man 
who gave His life as a ransom (Mark 10:35-45).

Servant  leadership  does  not  mean  indecision  or  refusal  to  exercise 
authority. A servant may need to correct, dismiss, discipline, or make painful 
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choices. The difference lies in purpose and posture. Authority is used for the 
good of those entrusted, within truth and justice, rather than for ego, fear, or 
personal advantage.

Leaders will give account for how power affected people with less power. 
Scripture repeatedly brings employers, rulers, elders, and the wealthy under 
God's judgment. The vulnerable are not invisible to Him.

Integrity When Dishonesty Is Profitable
Integrity is tested where truth becomes costly. A figure can be adjusted, a  

conflict  of  interest  concealed,  a  procurement  process  influenced,  a 
qualification exaggerated, or a promise worded to permit later escape. The 
action may be legal and still deceptive.

The  Christian  does  not  ask  only  whether  misconduct  is  likely  to  be 
discovered.  The  decisive  reality  is  that  work  occurs  before  God.  Hidden 
conduct is already visible.

Paul instructs believers to put away lying and speak truth to one another 
(Ephesians 4:25). Proverbs teaches that dishonest scales are detestable to the 
Lord, while accurate weights delight Him (Proverbs 11:1). The ancient image 
applies  to  modern  reporting,  pricing,  research,  taxation,  billing,  and 
performance claims.

Repentance may require correcting a record, returning funds, disclosing a 
conflict, or accepting professional loss. Grace does not protect the benefits of 
deception.

Wealth and Possession
Money reveals trust. It can be used to provide, invest, create work, relieve 

suffering, and support Gospel ministry. It can also promise control, status, 
pleasure, and insulation from dependence.

Paul does not command every wealthy believer to become destitute. He 
commands the rich not to be arrogant or place hope in uncertain wealth, but 
in God, and to be generous and ready to share (1 Timothy 6:6-19).

Christian stewardship begins with ownership: everything belongs to God. 
The leader manages resources temporarily. This changes giving from optional 
benevolence into accountable stewardship. It also changes consumption. The 
question is not merely what can be afforded but what honours Christ, serves  
legitimate responsibility, avoids vanity, and reflects love of neighbour.

Wealth acquired through exploitation cannot be sanctified by donating a 
small portion. Zacchaeus demonstrated repentance by addressing the injustice 
through which wealth had been gained (Luke 19:1-10).

Employees and the Dignity of Work
Employees are not units of productivity. They are persons made in God's 

image.  Organisational  efficiency  matters,  but  it  is  not  the  highest  good. 
Policies  affecting  wages,  workload,  safety,  leave,  dismissal,  privacy,  and 
opportunity carry moral weight.
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James  condemns  wealthy landowners  who withhold  wages  and live  in 
luxury while workers suffer. The cries of the defrauded reach the Lord (James 
5:1-6).  This  warning  belongs  wherever  power  permits  leaders  to  shift  cost 
toward people with limited alternatives.

A Christian employer should pay justly, communicate truthfully, provide 
reasonable  conditions,  confront  harassment,  and  avoid  manipulating 
spiritual language to demand unpaid loyalty. A Christian employee should 
work honestly, reject theft and sabotage, honour legitimate authority, and 
speak truth when wrongdoing requires exposure.

Neither  side  is  justified through workplace  conduct.  Both are  disciples 
under Christ.

Technology and Human Limits
Technology extends human power. Artificial intelligence, data systems, 

biotechnology,  surveillance  tools,  and  automated  decisions  can  serve 
medicine,  education,  accessibility,  safety,  and  productivity.  They  can  also 
intensify manipulation, exclusion, falsehood, and control.

Christian evaluation begins with the dignity of persons and the limits of 
human authority. A system should not be treated as morally neutral merely 
because it is  efficient. Leaders must ask what data are collected, who bears 
risk,  whose  voice  is  absent,  how  bias  is  corrected,  whether  consent  is  
meaningful,  and  whether  human  responsibility  is  being  hidden  behind 
automation.

No machine can carry moral guilt on behalf of the person who designed, 
deployed, or authorised it. Delegating a decision to an algorithm does not 
delegate accountability before God.

Technology also disciplines attention. A leader may be physically present 
and spiritually absent, continually interrupted by devices. The Christian life 
requires prayer, Scripture, worship, embodied fellowship, and attentive love 
that cannot flourish under permanent distraction.

Sexual Integrity
Leadership  can  create  access,  secrecy,  admiration,  and  unequal  power. 

These  conditions  make  sexual  sin  especially  destructive.  Adultery, 
pornography, coercion, harassment, exploitative relationships, and concealed 
double lives injure spouses, children, colleagues, churches, and victims.

Scripture commands believers to flee sexual immorality because the body 
belongs to the Lord and has been bought at a price (1 Corinthians 6:12-20). 
The  command  is  not  contempt  for  sexuality.  It  protects  sexuality  within 
God's design and refuses to treat another person as an object.

A leader must recognise that apparent consent can be compromised by 
dependence, hierarchy, fear, or expected reward. Christian morality demands 
more than legal minimums. It seeks purity, faithfulness, and protection of 
the vulnerable.
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Repentance may require disclosure to a  spouse,  pastoral  accountability, 
professional consequences, separation from access, and long-term rebuilding. 
Forgiveness  does  not  entitle  an  offender  to  immediate  restoration  of 
leadership.

Family and Public Calling
A public mission can consume the people closest to the leader. Ministry, 

scholarship, business, and public service may be described as sacrifice while 
spouses and children bear neglect they never freely chose.

Scripture  requires  leaders  in  the  church  to  manage  their  households 
faithfully, not because families must appear perfect, but because character is 
tested  in  ordinary  relationships  (1  Timothy  3:1-7).  The  principle  extends 
beyond church office. A leader's public contribution does not excuse private 
cruelty.

Faithfulness  may  involve  limits:  refusing  an  opportunity,  keeping  a 
promise, listening without a device, confessing harshness, protecting rest, and 
recognising that success at work cannot compensate for betrayal at home.

Family must not become an idol, but neither may vocation become one.

Justice, Courage, and Institutional Pressure
Leaders  often  inherit  systems  whose  wrongs  are  normalised.  Everyone 

knows a practice is  unjust,  but responsibility is  diffused.  Change threatens 
relationships, revenue, political support, or institutional reputation.

Christian courage does not seek conflict for its own sake. It tells the truth 
and  accepts  cost  when  obedience  requires  it.  Daniel  served  pagan 
governments  with  competence  while  refusing  commands  that  violated 
faithfulness  to  God  (Daniel  1:1-21;  Daniel  6:1-28).  The  apostles  respected 
authorities until ordered to disobey God, then answered that they must obey 
God rather than people (Acts 5:27-32).

Courage must remain humble. Not every personal preference is a matter 
of conscience, and not every disagreement is persecution. The believer should 
seek  counsel,  examine  motives,  understand  facts,  and  distinguish  biblical 
command from political instinct.

Guided by the Holy Spirit in Every Decision
Christian leadership  is  not  self-rule  with religious  language added.  At 

every  choice,  whether  private  or  public,  ordinary  or  consequential,  the 
believer should seek the Holy Spirit's guidance and submit the decision to the 
lordship of  Christ.  Those  led by  the Spirit  are  not  driven by  impulse  but 
directed toward truth, holiness, love, courage, and self-control (Romans 8:12-
14; Galatians 5:16-25).

The  Spirit  does  not  contradict  the  Scripture  He  inspired.  Guidance 
therefore begins with God's revealed Word, prayer, a renewed mind, honest 
examination of  motives,  wisdom, attention to providential  circumstances, 
and counsel from mature believers (Romans 12:1-2;  James 1:5;  Proverbs 11:14). 
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An inner impression should never be treated as divine merely because it is 
strong. It must be tested by Scripture, the character of Christ, moral truth,  
and wise counsel (1 John 4:1).

Seeking the Spirit's guidance is not a technique for obtaining guaranteed 
success or avoiding every painful outcome. The Spirit may lead a believer into 
costly obedience. His purpose is not to preserve ambition but to form Christ 
in the person and glorify Christ through the decision.

Before  signing,  speaking,  appointing,  investing,  dismissing,  travelling, 
entering  a  relationship,  using  power,  or  remaining  silent,  the  Christian 
should pause before God. The governing prayer should seek an outcome that 
honours  Christ,  agrees  with  His  Word,  loves  the  neighbour,  protects  the 
vulnerable,  and displays  the fruit  of  the Spirit,  whether or not the choice 
appears advantageous.

Imperfect Growth and Settled Rebellion
A true Christian still sins. John writes that anyone claiming to have no 

sin deceives themselves, while those who confess are forgiven and cleansed (1 
John 1:5-2:2). Sanctification is real and progressive.

This truth must not be used to normalise settled rebellion. A believer may 
fall, but cannot make peace with sin as rightful master. The marks of grace 
include confession, struggle, correction, and renewed obedience.

The difference is not between perfect people and imperfect people. It is 
between a life facing Christ, however weakly, and a life using grace to protect 
refusal. Paul rejects the idea that believers should continue in sin so grace may 
multiply. Those united with Christ have died to sin's dominion and are called 
to present themselves to God (Romans 6:1-14).

The Cost and Beauty of Discipleship
Jesus calls disciples to deny themselves, take up the cross daily, and follow 

Him. The person who seeks to preserve life on their own terms will lose it, 
while the person who loses life for Christ's sake will save it (Luke 9:23-26).

This  cost  may  involve  reputation,  relationships,  income,  position, 
convenience,  or  safety.  Christianity  does  not  promise  uninterrupted 
advancement. The cross-shaped life may appear foolish to a culture organised 
around self-preservation.

The cost must be seen beside the worth of Christ. Discipleship is not the 
exchange of a valuable life for religious misery. It is release from a false life 
into fellowship with the One who is life. The believer may lose what cannot 
finally be kept and receive what cannot finally be taken.

Before God
When  Christ  becomes  Lord,  leadership  becomes  stewardship.  Power, 

money, knowledge, sexuality, technology, family, and public responsibility 
come under His Word.
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Obedience  does  not  purchase  salvation.  It  displays  the  new  allegiance 
grace  creates.  The  Christian  leader  remains  dependent  upon  forgiveness, 
correction,  fellowship,  and  the  Holy  Spirit's  guidance  in  every  decision. 
Authority does not remove the need to be shepherded, tested by Scripture, 
and served by the wisdom of other believers.

No earthly role survives death. The title will pass to another, the office 
will be vacated, and the institution will continue or disappear. The decisive 
commendation is not from history but from Christ.

The final chapter now returns to the reader's immediate standing before 
Him. The Gospel has been explained. The gift has been set forth. Delay can 
no longer be called lack of information.
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CHAPTER 12

Today, If You Hear His Voice

Every book ends.  Every human life  does  also.  The difference is  that  a 
reader normally knows when the final pages are near. No one receives the 
same certainty about the final day of life.

This is not a device for manufacturing fear. It is a fact built into human 
existence.  People  plan  beyond  the  time  they  possess,  speak  of  future 
repentance, and assume that spiritual attention can be scheduled when other 
demands  decrease.  The demands  rarely  decrease.  The heart  that  postpones 
today is trained to postpone tomorrow.

Scripture  therefore  speaks  in  the  language  of  the  present:  today,  now, 
while the invitation is heard. The urgency belongs to truth itself.

Life Is Brief
James compares human life to mist that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes (James 4:13-17). Moses compares generations to grass that flourishes 
in the morning and withers by evening (Psalm 90:1-12). These images do not 
say that life lacks value. They say its value must be understood under eternity.

The  modern  world  hides  death  through  distance,  institutions, 
euphemism, and distraction. Yet hospitals, funerals, accidents, ageing bodies, 
and grief continue to testify. The most advanced society remains a society of 
mortal people.

A long life does not make eternity less near. At the end of ninety years,  
the whole life is still past. The relevant wisdom is not to predict the date but 
to live reconciled to God.

Death Is Certain and Judgment Follows
Scripture states that people are appointed to die once and after this to face 

judgment  (Hebrews  9:27-28).  Death  does  not  erase  moral  accountability, 
create automatic reconciliation, or provide another life in which the Gospel 
can be reconsidered.

Judgment  means  that  God  will  reveal  and  evaluate  human  lives  with 
perfect knowledge and justice. Hidden motives, secret acts, neglected duties, 
and  rejected  truth  will  be  brought  into  the  light.  No  legal  advocate  can 
manipulate the evidence. No public reputation can influence the Judge.

The standard will not be comparison with the worst of humanity. The 
Judge is holy. Every person who stands on personal merit will be condemned 
because all have sinned.

This judgment is not contrary to love. A love indifferent to evil would 
betray victims and call moral reality meaningless. God's judgment confirms 
that cruelty, exploitation, deceit, and rebellion matter eternally.
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Hell and the Finality of Rejection
Jesus taught the reality of final punishment with soberness and urgency. 

He spoke of exclusion from God's kingdom, outer darkness, destruction, and 
eternal punishment (Matthew 7:13-23; Matthew 25:31-46).

Hell should never be preached with personal satisfaction. No Christian is 
rescued because of superior worth. Those saved from judgment are trophies of 
mercy.

Final punishment is the righteous consequence of sin and the confirmed 
condition of rejecting God. Human beings were made for communion with 
Him. To refuse Him is to refuse the source of life, goodness, light, and joy.

The seriousness of hell measures neither divine cruelty nor the preacher's 
emotional force. It measures the holiness of God, the gravity of sin, and the 
finality of dying outside Christ.

Christ Has Already Borne Judgment
The Gospel does not leave the reader before judgment without hope. The 

Judge has offered Himself as Saviour. Jesus bore sin, endured the curse, died, 
and rose. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Him (Romans 
8:1-4).

This  means  the  issue  is  not  whether  God  is  willing  to  forgive  the 
repentant. He has demonstrated willingness at the immeasurable cost of the 
Son. The issue is  whether the reader will  continue in self-rule or come to 
Christ.

The cross  closes  the mouth of  the person who says  sin is  too small  to 
require atonement. It also closes the mouth of the person who says personal 
sin  is  too  great  to  be  forgiven.  The  same sacrifice  reveals  seriousness  and 
sufficiency.

The Danger of Postponement
Postponement  often  dresses  itself  as  caution.  The  reader  plans  to 

investigate more, resolve every secondary difficulty, become morally better, 
complete a demanding season, or wait for a stronger spiritual feeling.

Investigation can be responsible. Endless delay after central truth is clear  
becomes avoidance. A person does not need exhaustive knowledge of biblical 
chronology,  denominational  differences,  or  every  philosophical  problem 
before  trusting Christ.  The criminal  beside  Jesus  possessed  little  time and 
limited  theological  instruction.  He  recognised  guilt,  the  innocence  and 
kingship of Jesus, and his need for mercy. Christ received him (Luke 23:39-
43).

Moral improvement before conversion is equally misplaced. The person 
who could cleanse the self would not need a Saviour. Christ calls the weary 
and burdened to come, not to complete their own rescue first (Matthew 11:28-
30).
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Waiting for emotion can also deceive. Faith rests upon Christ's promise, 
not upon the production of a particular feeling. Conviction may be quiet or 
overwhelming. The command remains the same.

Refusing to Decide Is a Decision
Neutrality toward Christ is impossible because He is Lord. A person either 

has the Son and life or remains without life (1 John 5:11-12).  The one who 
believes  is  not  condemned;  the  one  who  does  not  believe  is  condemned 
already because the person has not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son (John 3:16-18).

This does not mean every undecided person has consciously examined all 
evidence  and  issued  a  final  philosophical  denial.  It  means  the  existing 
condition is unbelief. Delay does not place the soul outside that condition.

A leader can delegate research into religion, ask a spouse to pray, attend a 
church  through  family  obligation,  and  support  Christian  work.  None  of 
these actions receives Christ on the leader's behalf.

No parent  can  transfer  faith.  No  minister  can  lend  righteousness.  No 
institution can sign this decision for you. The only representative who can 
stand  in  your  place  is  Jesus  Christ,  and  His  substitution  becomes  yours 
through faith.

The Whole Gospel in Clear Form
God is the Creator of all things. He made human beings in His image for 

His  glory,  love,  worship,  holiness,  and fellowship.  He  owns  the  life  every 
person presently uses.

God is holy, righteous, loving, and just. He cannot lie, approve evil, or 
deny Himself.

Humanity  rebelled.  Every  person has  sinned in  thought,  desire,  word, 
action,  and  omission.  Sin  brings  guilt,  corruption,  bondage,  death,  and 
judgment. No person can remove this condition through morality, religion, 
education, suffering, charity, ritual, leadership, cultural identity, or sincere 
intention.

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. He became truly human through 
the virgin conception while remaining truly God. He lived without sin and 
fulfilled the righteousness humanity owed.

He willingly died on the cross in the place of sinners. He bore guilt and 
judgment,  satisfied  divine  justice,  redeemed from  the  curse,  and  provided 
reconciliation. His work is sufficient and finished.

He  was  buried  and  rose  bodily  on  the  third  day.  The  resurrection 
vindicates His identity, confirms the sacrifice, defeats death, and guarantees 
future resurrection and judgment.

He ascended,  reigns  as  Lord,  intercedes  for  His  people,  gives  the Holy 
Spirit, and will return visibly and bodily.
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God now commands every person to repent and believe. Repentance turns 
from sin, self-rule, idols, and false confidence. Faith receives and rests in Jesus 
Christ alone.

Everyone who genuinely comes to Christ will be received. The believer is 
forgiven,  justified,  reconciled,  adopted,  indwelt  by  the  Spirit,  and  given 
eternal life. Good works do not cause this salvation. They follow as the fruit 
of grace.

The person who persists in unbelief remains under condemnation. The 
person who dies outside Christ faces final judgment.

This is the Gospel. It is not a proposal for religious improvement. It is 
God's announcement and invitation in His Son.

What Receiving the Gift Means
Receiving  the  gift  means  abandoning  every  claim  that  God  owes 

acceptance because of your record. It means confessing that your sin is real 
and that Christ alone is sufficient. It means entrusting yourself to His death 
and resurrection and bowing to His lordship.

It does not mean earning salvation through the quality of your surrender.  
Faith may be weak and Christ remains strong. The value of faith lies in its 
object.

It does not mean promising never to struggle again. It means turning to 
the One who forgives, keeps, disciplines, and transforms His people.

It does not mean earning eternal life by joining a religious community. 
No  church,  denomination,  or  membership  process  can  save.  Fellowship 
follows salvation as a gift of discipleship: believers gather to worship Christ,  
learn Scripture, pray, bear burdens, use their gifts, serve one another, and be 
corrected in love. No perfect church exists on earth, but isolation should not 
be preferred when faithful fellowship is available.

The Sincere Offer of Christ
Jesus said that whoever comes to Him will never be cast out (John 6:35-

40). The promise contains no hidden exception for the person who sees deep 
guilt and comes honestly.

The invitation is not for those who can prove election, produce adequate 
sorrow, or repair every consequence first. It is for sinners. The ability to see  
need and desire Christ should lead toward Him, not toward speculation about 
whether mercy is permitted.

The church must  never  narrow an invitation God has  made broad.  It 
must also never alter the terms. Christ receives all who come, and those who 
come receive Christ as Lord.

Now Is the Day of Salvation
Paul  speaks  as  an  ambassador  for  Christ,  pleading  with  people  to  be 

reconciled to God. He then declares that now is the acceptable time and now 
is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2).
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The word now is  not  emotional  pressure.  It  is  the  only  time a  living 
person actually possesses.  Yesterday cannot be changed. Tomorrow has not 
been given. God's command is heard in the present.

Jesus responded to reports of sudden death not by identifying the victims 
as  uniquely  guilty,  but  by  warning  everyone  to  repent  (Luke  13:1-5). 
Unexpected tragedy should not produce proud speculation. It should awaken 
humility about the brevity of life.

The Decision Before You
The Gospel has placed two realities  before you:  your need and Christ's 

sufficiency. Continued delay will not make the need smaller or Christ more 
sufficient. The decisive work is already finished.

Come to God through Jesus Christ.  Confess  your sin without defence.  
Renounce the spiritual substitutes you have trusted. Believe that Christ died 
for sinners and rose as Lord. Entrust your life, death, and eternity to Him.

Do not trust the wording of a prayer. Pray because you are calling upon 
the Lord. Do not trust the strength of emotion. Trust Christ. Do not trust  
tomorrow's intention. Obey the Gospel today.

If  you  have  come,  begin  to  follow.  Tell  a  mature  Christian.  Seek 
fellowship with biblically faithful believers.  Be baptised as a believer.  Read 
Scripture, pray, confess sin, make restitution where righteousness requires it, 
and receive instruction. In every decision, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you 
through Scripture, prayer, wisdom, and godly counsel. These actions do not 
complete salvation. They are the first steps of the life grace has begun.

Before God
You will stand before Jesus Christ. On that day, your title, intelligence, 

religion, influence, suffering, and reputation will not substitute for Him.
The Gospel does not ask you to save yourself. It commands you to stop 

trying. God has offered salvation as a gift through the crucified and risen Son.
No one can receive that gift for you. No one can reject it for you. No one 

can repent, believe, or stand before God in your place except the Saviour who 
already stood in the place of sinners.

Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart. Come to Christ.  
In Him there is forgiveness. In Him there is righteousness. In Him there is 
life.
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THE GIFT SET BEFORE YOU

The message of this book can be stated without ornament.
God created you. Your life is received, not self-originated. You belong to 

the  One  who  gives  breath,  reason,  moral  awareness,  relationships, 
opportunity, and time.

God is holy. His love is not indifference, His patience is not approval of 
evil, and His kindness is not permission to remain in rebellion.

You  have  sinned.  The  charge  includes  visible  acts  and  hidden  desires,  
wrongdoing and neglected good, irreligion and self-righteous religion. You 
cannot  erase  guilt  through  comparison,  achievement,  suffering,  charity, 
ceremony, or future intention.

God has not left sinners without hope. The eternal Son became human. 
Jesus Christ lived the righteous life humanity owed, died the death sinners 
deserved, and rose bodily from the grave. He reigns and will return.

At the cross, Christ bore sin as the willing substitute. God's justice was not 
ignored. It was satisfied. Grace is therefore neither cheap nor uncertain. The 
sacrifice is finished and sufficient.

God now offers forgiveness, righteousness, reconciliation, adoption, the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  eternal  life  in  His  Son.  These  blessings  are  not  separate 
rewards distributed to deserving people. They are given in union with Christ.

The gift is received through repentance and faith. Repentance turns from 
sin,  self-rule,  and false  saviours.  Faith  rests  in  Jesus  Christ  alone.  Neither 
response earns salvation. Both confess that salvation must be received.

The invitation is addressed to every reader. Christ promises that the one 
who comes will not be cast out (John 6:37). Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved (Romans 10:13).

The warning is equally clear. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 
not have the Son of God does not have life (1 John 5:11-12).

This  is  the  gift  set  before  you.  It  cannot  be  bought.  It  must  not  be 
postponed. It can be received only in the Son.
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HOW TO RESPOND TO JESUS CHRIST

The response to the Gospel is repentance toward God and faith in Jesus 
Christ. The following steps do not create a religious formula. They describe 
the substance of coming to Christ. You do not need to join a denomination, 
complete a ceremony, or become religious before receiving eternal life. You 
must come to the Son in whom eternal life is found.

Hear the Gospel as God's Word
Do  not  reduce  the  message  to  one  author's  opinion  or  one  religious 

tradition  among  many.  Examine  the  Scriptures.  The  Gospel  claims  to 
announce what God has done in history and what He now commands.

Read especially  the  Gospel  of  John,  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  Romans  1-8, 
Ephesians 1-3,  and  1  Corinthians 15.  Ask God to expose self-deception and 
reveal Christ through His Word.

Acknowledge God's Rightful Authority
Confess  that  God  is  Creator  and  Lord.  Your  life  is  not  morally 

independent.  His  commands  are  not  suggestions  requiring  personal 
ratification.

This acknowledgement is not loss of dignity. It is restoration to reality. 
The creature flourishes under the good rule of the Creator.

Confess Your Sin
Name sin honestly.  Do not hide behind comparison, culture,  pressure, 

trauma, religious service, or good intentions. These matters may help explain 
aspects of a life, but they do not justify rebellion.

Confession  agrees  with  God's  judgment  and  appeals  to  His  mercy. 
Scripture  promises  that  if  believers  confess  their  sins,  God is  faithful  and 
righteous to forgive and cleanse (1 John 1:8-9).

Turn from False Refuges
Renounce confidence in morality, ancestry, church attendance, baptismal 

history,  ministry,  theological  knowledge,  spiritual  experiences,  money, 
status,  ancestral  mediation,  divination,  secret  rituals,  or  any  other  refuge 
competing with Christ.

Turning from these things does not mean despising every good practice.  
It means refusing to treat anything created as Saviour or mediator.

Believe in Jesus Christ
Believe that Jesus is  the eternal Son of God who became truly human, 

lived without sin, died in the place of sinners, and rose bodily from the dead.  
Entrust yourself to Him as Saviour and Lord.
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Faith  may  begin  with  trembling.  Its  security  does  not  depend  upon 
emotional strength. A weak hand can receive a strong Saviour.

Call upon the Lord
Express your repentance and faith to God. No fixed wording is required.  

The prayer below may help, but it possesses no saving power. Do not trust the 
prayer. Trust Christ.

Holy and merciful God, I acknowledge that You created me and have 
rightful authority over my life. I confess that I have sinned against You in 
thought, desire, word, action, and neglect. I cannot justify or save myself. 
I believe that Jesus Christ is Your eternal Son, that He became human, 
lived without sin, died in the place of sinners, and rose bodily from the 
dead.  I  turn from my sin,  self-rule,  and every  false  refuge.  I  entrust 
myself to Jesus Christ alone for forgiveness, righteousness, reconciliation, 
and eternal life. Give me a new heart by Your Holy Spirit and teach me 
to follow Christ as Lord. I ask for mercy because of His finished work, not 
because I deserve it. Amen.

The prayer should be followed by continuing trust, not repeated anxiously 
as  though additional recitation purchases certainty. Christ's  promise is the 
ground of assurance.

Confess Christ Openly
Saving  faith  is  personal  but  not  secretive  by  design.  Tell  a  mature 

Christian that you have trusted Christ. Confess Jesus as Lord and seek support 
for the first steps of discipleship (Romans 10:9-10).

Public confession may carry cost.  It  also breaks the isolation in which 
doubt, fear, and old patterns grow.
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WHAT COMES AFTER BELIEVING

Conversion is a beginning. The believer has been fully justified and truly 
made alive, yet growth in holiness continues throughout earthly life.

Remain in Scripture
God's  Word  reveals  His  character,  renews  the  mind,  corrects  error, 

exposes sin, and nourishes faith. Begin with a Gospel, then read Acts and the 
New Testament letters while gradually reading the whole Bible.

Read passages in context. Ask what the text reveals about God, humanity, 
Christ, the Gospel, obedience, promise, and warning. Do not build doctrine 
upon isolated phrases detached from the whole counsel of Scripture.

Pray
Prayer  is  communion with God through Christ  in the  Holy  Spirit.  It 

includes  worship,  confession,  thanksgiving,  petition,  lament,  and 
intercession.  Prayer  does  not  inform  an  ignorant  God  or  manipulate  a 
reluctant one. It expresses dependence.

Jesus  taught His disciples  to pray for God's  name to be honoured, His  
kingdom to come, daily provision, forgiveness, protection, and deliverance 
from evil (Matthew 6:5-13).

Begin honestly. A new believer does not need impressive language. Pray 
with Scripture open and learn from the prayers of the Bible.

Seek the Holy Spirit's Guidance in Every Choice
The Holy Spirit who gives new life also leads believers in a life pleasing to 

Christ.  Seek  His  guidance  in  every  choice,  including  relationships,  work, 
money, speech, travel, leadership, technology, service, and the use of time. 
Begin  with  Scripture,  because  the  Spirit  never  contradicts  the  Word  He 
inspired. Pray for wisdom, examine motives, seek mature counsel, and test 
impressions  rather  than  assuming  every  strong  feeling  comes  from  God 
(Romans 8:12-14; Romans 12:1-2; James 1:5; 1 John 4:1).

The Spirit's guidance is recognised not merely by ease or inner peace, but 
by  agreement  with  Scripture  and  the  fruit  He  produces:  love,  joy,  peace, 
patience,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness,  and  self-control 
(Galatians 5:22-25).  He may lead into costly obedience,  but never into sin, 
deception, pride, exploitation, or denial of Christ.

Put Sin to Death
Grace does not make sin harmless.  The believer is  commanded to put 

sinful practices to death by the Spirit and present the body to God (Romans 
8:12-14; Colossians 3:1-17).

This may require ending relationships organised around sin, removing 
access to temptation, seeking accountability, receiving counselling, making 
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restitution, or accepting consequences. Radical obedience does not earn God's 
love. It responds to it.

Receive Christian Fellowship
Christ  does  not  save  a  person  by  enrolling  that  person  in  a  religious 

institution. A believer who is temporarily isolated by persecution, geography, 
illness, disability, displacement, or family opposition is not thereby excluded 
from eternal life. Salvation rests in Christ alone.

Where  faithful  fellowship  is  possible,  believers  should  not  choose 
unnecessary  isolation.  Christians  gather  for  Scripture,  prayer,  worship, 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, mutual care, correction, mission, and service. 
They  encourage  one  another  toward  love  and  good  works,  bear  burdens, 
share gifts, and help one another persevere (Hebrews 10:24-25; Galatians 6:2; 1 
Peter 4:10).

No church is perfect. A faithful church should nevertheless be governed 
by  Scripture,  centred  on  the  Gospel,  clear  about  Christ,  accountable  in 
leadership, protective of the vulnerable, and serious about holiness and grace.  
Avoid communities built around the unquestionable personality of a leader, 
secret  revelation,  financial  manipulation,  political  worship,  promises  of 
guaranteed prosperity, or pressure to ignore misconduct.

Learn Obedience
Jesus commands disciples to learn and obey all He taught (Matthew 28:18-

20). Obedience reaches speech, sexuality, money, forgiveness, work, family, 
justice, witness, and love of enemies.

Growth  is  normally  gradual.  Failure  should  lead  to  confession  and 
renewed  faith,  not  abandonment  of  Christ.  Persistent  refusal  should  be 
treated seriously, not renamed maturity.

Witness to Christ
A believer becomes a witness, not a salesperson. Tell others what Christ 

has done, explain the Gospel accurately, answer with gentleness,  and leave 
conversion to God.

Do not exaggerate a testimony or present Christianity as a guarantee of 
wealth, health, or social advancement. The strongest witness joins truthful 
speech with a life increasingly shaped by Christ.

Persevere
The  Christian  life  includes  temptation,  suffering,  unanswered  prayer, 

correction, and seasons of spiritual dryness. Christ does not promise ease. He 
promises His presence and preservation.

Perseverance is not grim self-reliance. God works in believers to will and 
act according to His good purpose, and believers work out the implications of 
salvation with reverence (Philippians 2:12-13).
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BAPTISM AND THE LOCAL CHURCH

Baptism
Baptism is the public act commanded by Jesus through which a believer 

identifies  with Him and His  people.  It  portrays  union with Christ  in His  
death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:1-4).

Baptism does  not  add  merit  to  Christ's  finished  work.  It  is  an  act  of 
obedience flowing from faith. A person who has trusted Christ should seek 
baptism in consultation with a biblically faithful church.

Those previously baptised without personal faith should study Scripture 
and seek wise pastoral counsel. The aim is not to despise family history but to 
obey Christ with a clear conscience.

Gathering to Serve One Another
Look for a church where Scripture is treated as the final authority, the 

Gospel  is  clearly  proclaimed,  Jesus  Christ  is  central,  salvation  by  grace  is 
protected,  the  ordinances  are  practised  responsibly,  and  leadership  is 
qualified, shared, and accountable.

A faithful church will not be free from weakness. It should be willing to 
correct error, address sin, protect victims, handle money transparently, and 
submit leaders to the same moral standards taught to members.

Gathering is not a religious payment offered to God. It is a place to give  
and receive service. Use your gifts for others, receive correction, bear burdens,  
encourage the discouraged,  give generously,  pray,  learn, and participate in 
making disciples. Fellowship should form a community of mutual care rather 
than passive attendance or dependence upon a celebrity leader.
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DO NOT ENTRUST ETERNITY TO 
TOMORROW

Tomorrow is useful for planning and powerless for obedience. It can hold 
an appointment on a calendar, but it cannot guarantee life. It is often the 
place where the conscience sends every command it does not wish to obey 
today.

You have now heard that God is holy, humanity is sinful, Christ has died, 
Christ  has  risen,  and  salvation  is  offered  by  grace.  You  have  heard  that 
repentance turns from sin and faith receives Christ. You have heard that no 
religion,  achievement,  suffering,  leader,  family  member,  denomination, 
ceremony, or church can make this response in your place or grant eternal 
life. Fellowship with believers serves the life Christ gives; it does not create 
that life.

Do not convert clarity into delay. Additional time cannot improve the 
finished work of Christ. It can only provide further opportunity to believe or 
further opportunity to harden the heart.

The invitation remains gracious. Jesus Christ receives sinners. He receives 
the ashamed who stop hiding, the religious who abandon self-righteousness, 
the powerful who bow, the wounded who distinguish Him from those who 
misused His name, and the sceptical who come honestly to the light.

He does not receive anyone because the person has become worthy. He 
receives  on the  basis  of  His  worth,  His  blood,  His  righteousness,  and His 
promise.

Come to Him now. Trust Him with the guilt you cannot remove, the life 
you cannot secure, the death you cannot escape, and the eternity you cannot 
control.

"The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!' Let anyone who hears, say, 'Come!'  
Let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life  
freely" (Revelation 22:17).

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022%3A17&version=CSB
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